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ledges, finding hand in hand cheerfully to march , and really to ſympathize in\your 
Honour, ( ſeth upon'the reſplendent luiter of your aGFions Envy 3 not capable fo inſt-_ 
muate a blemiſh;nor Detrattion of power to'introduce or inforce a'diſparagengrit was” 
the ſole prevailing-motive of. this my Leal and Ambition. And when I cord t 
the Morality, Ends, and Puniſhments, of theſe foul and crying Sins bf Mrther which 
z2y two former Books (of. this nature) have already felated and divulged to the world, 
have not only been approved, but applaudgd, of our. moſt Excellent aud Sacred King,, 
(« 5 only-aiming at God's glory, and oungwn reformation and preſervation); 7 rather 4 
ope,, than deſpair, that this Third ( witrein the if Revenge of God, the Great > 
aud Supreme King of Rings, #10 leſs apparent and conſpicuous ) will be accepted of * 
your Honour. Agarn,zt fights againſt Murther, which not only ſceks to Pay Humag 
nity, but therein murther Religibn, which i the Life aud Soul th "It de> 
nonnceth War againſt Nature and Grice, againft the Divine Ordinanc caven, 
andthe Coative and Penal Lagvs f Earth., whereby they are eft abliſhed endmain=y) ” 
tained, as being the Ca:ment and Sinews, the Veins anFArteris of Monarchies , 3 
and,Commonweals;, as.alſo, againſt the Majeſty of God, and the Crawns\andDig-. _ 
zitzerof SOveraign Kings and Princes, his Royal Deputies and Vice-gerentsBere or 
Earth, ſth theteby he loſeth ſouls, and theſe ſubjeFs 3-yea, fo general 3nd prodigioum 
' @ progreſſion doth this ſcarletSin of premeditated and wilfal Murther 'make in the_ 
#riverſal World, and with: ſo bloody a deluge and inundation, it not only waſher , but, : 
» (as it were) drowns the ace of Chriſtian , that we. have now far truer cauſe to- cry*. + 
out, and -juſter reaſon to exclaim, than dig Quintus Catulus, ( ſo many Centurtes' 0 
gears ſince) O-with whom, or where ſhall welive in ſafety, tth'in Wars we kill | 
_ whoarearmed; and in Peace, who are Vo ales ? Tea , your Honour, who 
with a happy Conſt attty, and conſtant Happineſs ) is ſtill aprofeſſed Champion for Chas  - 
PE # or Pg 4 hep Tefelary rac or + Vis fe, Vice, (whiles divers. . 
..*-—_ * Great Ones of the World, make it not only their praGice , biet their glory, toperform , * 


En ” 


. the contrary) will, T apes run over theſe mournful Hiltories (' and the fenced! acci- * 
dents they relate) with your eye of pity, and ſpirit of compaſſion; and erein with a. 
religiqus joy. and pious inſult ation, not only admire the Providence, but applaud and "I 
magrifie the Juſtice of God, in ſo tiegly cutting off theſe Monfters of Nature, wad® : 
bloody Butchers of Mankind, with thik their condign puniſbmints , anAddeſerv. d % 
L, * Inwhich Hope a#id Confidence, thi $00ks no more mine, but your Honouts, * © 
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jc. leſs is he who colleFed and penned it ; Andthat my Name may. futurely oblige , 
me to make this preſent Promiſe of my Pen real; Whales many others f in a Veritugas v 
emulatton) cntend to deſerve the Honour of your Favour, aud ftripe topurchiſe the 
felieily of your Commands , none ſpall de it with more Integrity, aud leſs Tang 
than . Ws | i, 


JOHN. REYNOLDS. 
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GOD's Revenye againſt the Crying and 
Execrable Sin of Murther. 


HISTORY XI. 


De Salez klleth Vaumartin in « Duel. "La Hay cauſetb Michaclle to poyſon La Frange. De Salez 
loves La Hay ; and, becauſe bis Father Argenticr will not conſent that be marry ber, pt bim in 
bis bed, and then takgs ber to bisWife : Sbe turns $ et, and cuts bis throat; as beis dying, be 
accnſeth ber of this bloody fall, ad himſelf for murtbering bis Fatber Argenticr : ſo bis dead dy is 
hang*d to tbe Gallows, then burnt 7 La Hay confeſſeth this Murther, and likewiſe that ſhe cauſed 
Michaelle #0 poyſon La Frange : ſhebatb ber right band cut off, 8nd is then burnt alives Micha- 
elle #7 broken on the Wheel, and bis dead body thrown into the Kiver. 


% 


'A fhough our perverſe Nature, and rcbellious Thoughts may for a while make 113 cicem 
Envy to be no Vice, and Murcher a Virtue, yet if we will er<& the eyes of our t 2:t1,4ud 


{o look from our (elves togur fouls , from Earth to-Heaven, and from Satan to God. we. the!! 
then aſſuredly find, that hating our Chriſtian Brother, we hate Chriſt who made us Brothers; 
and murdering him, that we maliciouſly and prefumptuouſly' attempt to crucihe Chri't , by 
whom we muſt, withoat whom we cannot be {aved; But if we will turn Atheiſts, ata be- 
lieve there is a Heaven, but no-God or Devils, and ſay , there is a God , but no Heaven, 
then that uncharicable Tenent of "Envy may be held lawful, and this poſition of 
Murther practiſed, becauſe priyiledged; c)ſe, not. Wheretore let us who are Chriſtians , re- 
ſend this Deviliſh Do@rine, -and Do&rine of Devils, to Hell from whence it came, and to 
the Devil himſelf who firſt broached and invented it; fith we cannot profeſs it, without ma- 
king our {elves Agents; nor perpetrate it, without becoming his very linbsaud, members, in 
regard they will infallibly prove woful forc-runners; of our miſery , and the weetched He- 
ralds of our perdition : as the bloody Actors of this enſuing mourntul Hiſtory will pr 
, | ; g009, 
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God's Revenge againſt Marther. Book III 


ood, and inſtance to us in themſelves, when the ſevere Judgments and Puniſhments of God 
befel rhem ſo ſuddenly, as it was too late tor them either to revoke or bewail the enormity of 


theſe thcir foul and iuternal crimes. 


Tholouſe ( as well for greatneſs as ſtate, the third City and Court of Parliament of France ) 
15 the place wherein we thall underſtand, there was lately committed and perpetrated a Tra- 
gical Hiſtory, which hath many mourntul and bloody dependances; the which to branch 
torth, and depaint in their naked colours, we mult underttand,that thcrein lived a Councellor 
of that tamous Cowrt (being a rich Gentleman, well deſcended ) termed Munſtexr de Argentier, 
whole Wite, bcing decealed, Jett him Father only to one hopetul Son, ot the age of two and 
twenty years, texmed Monſieur de Salez, who being wholly addicted to the Wars (from which 
Martial Profcilion it was impoſſible for his old Father to divert and withdraw lum ) he pro- 
cured him an Enfign's place under Monſterr'de Roquelaure , whom he ſerved in the Adriatick 
Sea, under the Noble and generous Venetians, who then ttood rather jcalous than feartul 
of the power and greatneſs of Spain : but the Chimerz of that War ( aſter the term of three 
or four years) bcing vaniſhed and blown away , and conſequently betwixt thoſe two mighty 
Eſtates,a new Pcace contracted and concluded(although the old had not been actually broken 
and decelerated ) home returns Mouſicur de Roquelaure, tor Gaſcogny , and with him de De Salez 
for Languedoc and Tholouſe, where he is received of his Father with much content and jy, 
not that hc is contented to {ce his Son proteſs theſe military courſes ( which only affords che 
\ Smoak of Honour, and not the ſolidity of Profit ) but rather that he exceedingly rejoyced 
him to ſce him return there-from , and from whence, it he c2nnot hope that his requetls will 
ſolely divert him, yet he is reſolved and aſſured, that his commands both will and thall. To 
which end ( as any humour 1s ſooneſt lubjedt to be expelled and defaced by its contrary,ſo) the 
old Counccllor, having as much Judgment and Providence in his head, as his Son hath Va- 
nity in his thoughts, and Raſhneſs in his reſolutions , doth both requeſt and command 
to leave the War for Peace , Arms for Love, the Camp for the City , and his Captain 
for a Wife , and ſono longer to march and fight under the Banners of Mars and Bellona, but 
undcr the Standards of Fenw and Hymenews : ta which effte&, he proffers him the choice of 
many rich and fair young Gentlewowen of the Countrey,to his Witez but eſpecially(and with 
far more carneſineſs than any other ) to an excecding rich Match in the City , - which was 
a young G:ntIcwoman termed Lz Frange, being the only Child of Monſieur de Clugny , one 
of the moſt famous and richelt Prefidents of that Court, young of years, as being but tixteen 
or ſeventeen, but withall detormed both in favour and body : for ſhe was of a brown and 
ſowr Complexion, and not only a Dwart in ſtature, but alſo exceeding crook-back'dz 
and yet beyond meaſure very amorous and idefirous of a Husband : only the Endowments 
ot hcr mind moſt richly xrecompenced, and made fatisfaction tor the detects of her body : for 
ſhe had an active and nimble wit, a {weet and ſugred tohgue, a rich memory , and a power- 
ful and happy judgment ; and was indeed an excellent Dancer and Singer , and withal a 
molt perfect and exquiſite Muſician. But as yet De Szlez. Wariike and Generous reſolution, 
could not be fo ſoon made flexible, to embrace the motion 'of a Wife, and o returns his de- 
nial inſtcad of his conſent : but his wiſe old Father Argertier , being thercfore the more cu- 
rious of his Son De Sales his proſperity and welfare , becauſe he appareutly ſaw he no way 
regarded, but cvery way negle&ed it himſelt ( his Son's exorbitant reſolution notwithſtand- 
ing) although he knew that Madamoiſclle Lz Frange had many noble Suitors, who ſought her 
in Marriage : yet relying upon his ancient acquaintance and familiarity with the Prelident, 
De Clugny , and alſo that that Daughter of his, and this his Son, were of both partics their 
only children; He taking time at advantage, breaks with him about, the Match : whereunto 
De Clugny hearkens rather with delight, than dittalte : for if there were any diſparity in the 
dignity of thcir Offices, he well knows that Argentier's Blood and Wealth did at leaſt equa- 
lize, if not exceed his : or if he conceited any (cruple in his thoughts which impugned or im- 
poſed it, it was only becauſe De Salez was a Soldier , and not a Lawyer, and conſequently 
delighted to uſe his Sword, before his Pen; and to wear and prefer a Scarlet Cloak, beforca 
Black. But then again, theſe repugnant and averſe reaſons were as gon buried, as born; 
and defaced, as conceived and engraven in him ; when he conſidered that he himſelf in his 
adoleſcency.was of the ſame humour and inclination, and therefore that Experience had made 
him a Preſident to himſelf, that Time was both the reformer and rechiner-ot manners, and that 
(in all well-born and well-bred ſpirits) the Precepts of a Father, aud the {wect converſati- 
on and counſel of a Wife, had power to metamorphoſe the conditions of a yourg Husband : 


whereupon the old Fathers often mcex and conſult hereon , and fo being fully agiced on all 
conditions 
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delires and plealurcs, with this, though detormed, yct rich Heir, La Frange : fo leaving him 
to his vain ſuit in courting her, ſpcak wea little of De Salez, that fith he will not affect Ls 
Frange, we may yct obſerve and dilcover which way he intends to ſhape the courle ot his afic- 
ctions and re{olutions, 

For albeit he had formerly addicted himſclf and reſolutions to be a profeſſed Soldier 3 yet 
Pace calling him home now to Pleaſure, and that to Effeminacy, a fatal and dangerous Vice, 
which in the iniquity of theſe our times, and depraved manners, not ouly molt inſenhibly 
creeps into common Soldiers aud Commanders , but allo into all Armies, and into many 
Eltares and Kingdoms, {till to the diſparagewent of their glory, and ſometime to the price of 
their ruin, and peril ct their ſubvertion; he began to let his Colours hang dullty, and his Pike 
and Partizan rutly by the walls,and to frequent the company of Ladicsz which the old Coun- 
cellor, his Father, obſerves with joy 3 hopi that in the end he (hall draw him co afic& and 
marry Lz Frange : but theſe hopes of his will prove vain, and this his joy will ſoon be exchan- 

ed into ſorrow, and mctamorphoſed into attlition and miſery 3 tor that his Son 15 partly re- 
Dlved to marry, *tis true; but as true it is, that he is fully reſolved never to love, muck lels co 
marry La Frange. 

Now we mult underſtand, that in Tholowſe there dwelt a Merchant of Silks, or as wemn 
England ſay , a Silk-msn, termed Mouſfienr de Soulange ; rather reputed rich ot oth<rs, than 
knowu {orot himſelt : and yet, bcing an old Widower, to the end the ſooner to get him a new 
Wie, hc puts a good face on his Eſtate, and maintains Humnſelt, Family, and Houle, with great 
pomp aud expences, havitg no Son, but three faix Daughters, all marriageable : and yee (our 
ot ambition, and in emulation of the Geatry )ſeverally kugwn and Riled by their titles,not by 
their namrs , as M:ſdam»yſelles de Marſy , La Preverte, and Ls Hay, all tamous for their beau- 
tics, aud indeed for their pureneſs and exccllcncy thereof, juſtly xcputed and held the prime 
Birds of the Eity, and yer the younget of them, Ls Hay, was the Phenix of all the Three: tor 
ſhe was fo {weetly fair, and fairly ſweet of complexion, as ſhe drew all cycs to do homage to 
hers; ſo as it was a}mott impoſlible for any man to look on her without loving her , or to gaze 
on her, without deliring her : for her Body was ſo ſtraight and flender, and the Rolcg of ker 
Checks {o deliciouſly ggacing the Lillies, and the Lillies the Roſes, that the greateſt Gallaar 
either of the City or Countrey, held him(ſelt not only happy, but honoured with the telicicy 
of her preſence and company. But, in one word, to give thele three Siſters their true Chara- 
ers, De Marſy, and La Perverte, were tar more virtuous.than Ls Hay , though Lz Hay were 
tar fairer than they : for as Religion and Piety.was their chiefelt delight and exerciſc, as moxe 
deſirous to imbelliſh their ſouls, than their bodics; ſo wanton *plcaſure, and vain laciviouf- 
neſs, was hets, as rather dclighting to pleaſe and adorn her body, than her foul 3. they being 
more virtuous than fair ; ſhe, more faix than virtuous; different inclinations and rclolutions: 
theſc as happy and bleſſed, as hers ' wretched and impious : their atious might have beena 
Precedent,yea a Pilot tohave conducted hex Fame as well tothe Temple of Hqnour , as to 
the Harbour of Immortal Glory, and of glorious Im ity but ſhe vows ſhe will prove 
a Preſident to her (elt, and her Pleaſure ſhall-bga Pilot Will, although ſhe mils the 
Temple of Honour, to find out that of Beafſtly Concupiſcence 3 and the Harbour of Immortal 
Glory, to ſatfer (hipwrack upon the Shelves ot inglorious Iofamy, and the Rock of Tnfamous 
Perdition. 

To this Moaſicrr de Sanlange's Houſe,the Beautics of his three Daughters,but eſpecially that 
cf Lz Hay ,and withall her plealing and trattable atfability, invites many young Gentlemen, 
and the eminentctt Citizens, who there paſs their time im.courting and converting, in dan- 
cing, linging, and the like, whereunto the Youth of France, mare than any other people of the 
World, arc moſi licentiouſly addicted : and as things arc be diſcerned and diſtniguilbed by 
their contrarics; {o the Virtues of De Marſy, and La Preverte , were made more apparent by 
Lz Hay's Vices; and her Luſt and Whoredoms, were more palpably notoriousin their Cha- 
fiity. O that fo ſweet a Creature ſhould be ſubject to fo foul a tin ! and that Beauty, che beti 
gitc ( and, as I may lay, the Gold ) of Naturggſhould be thus villified and polluted wich the 
beaſtly pleaſures of carnal concupilcence, and obſcene ſenſuality !- For, ay me! I write it with 
as much grict to my (elt, as ſhame to her; She was too prodigal of her Favours : for ſhe im- 
parted them liberally unto ſome, tor Love but unto moſt, for Money 3 not caring to whom 
the proltztuted her Body, fo they filled her Purſe 3 thereby to ſupport het Pride, and maiatain 
the exce{sand vanity of her Bravery : and yet ſhe was ſo ſubtil:and cautious thercin, that 
although ſhe were a profeſſed Comrteſan, ſhe would neverthelc(s publickiy ſeem a pure and 
un{pottcd Virgin; and the better to fortitic her Fame and to make the reputation of her Cha- 
ity paſs current with the world, the would {wear all thoſe to conecal her favours, ou whom- 
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Hiſt. XI. De'Sgles and La Hay. 
loever ſhe imparted and beſtowed them: bur if this laſcivious ſubtilty of hers have power 
t6 blear the eyes of the world, how can this her beaſtly fin ot Fornication beunſezn of God, 
when the Windows, Walls, and Bzatns of her Chamber, yea, her very Bed whercon the hath 
ated her Whoredoms, ſhall one day give in evidence, and {erve as witneſſes againſt her ; yea, 
and be Petitioners on carth?that God will requite and reward them wieh vengeance and con- 
fuſion from Heaven ? . 

Now, among the reſt of thoſe debauched Gentlemen , who deyoted their laſcivious fcr- 
vice, and ſacrificed their tond affection to La Hay's beauty , in comes our De S2lez to enrol 
himſelf one; who, feaſting and ſurteiting his cycs on the delicacies of her fr nd ſweet com- 
plexion, leaves his own Father's houſe, to frequent hers 3 yea, his deſires are fo luſttully enfla- 
med with her beauty, as with his bet art and policy he 1iys cloſe fiege to her Chaſtity , and 
with many gitts, requeſts, -and oaths, ſeeks to endear her to his defires and plealure. But fee 
the ſubtilty of this laſcivious young Corrtiſan ; for, knowing De Salez deeply in love with her, 
and toþe the only Child ot his Father, and he one of che richelt Councellors of Tholouſe, ſhe 
conccivesa plot in her head, to go a hſhing to make him her Husband , and fo bear$ her ſelf 
wonderful modeſt and coy, caſting a cloak and veil of Chattity over her unchatt dehres a 
aQions,, as if ſhe were now a Virgin , yea, a Saint to him , though heretofore ſhe had _» 
times played the Strumpet with others. But ker denial-doth rather enflame, than quench the 
fire of his luſt 3 ſo as making many affaults to raze down the defences of her refuſal , that he 
may enter and take poſſeſſion of het heart and favour, his beſt Art and Oratory proves vain: 
for ſhe outwardly retires her affection, thereby the better inwardly to advance and finiſh het 
purpaſes : ſo this repulſe of her's, makes him hang his head, and become penſive and melan- 
choly;the true ſignsand ſymptoms of a fooliſh and tantaſtical Lover,as in ctfe& we ſhall ſhort- 
ly (ce De Salez will prove himſelf. For the colder ſhe is in atf:Rion to him, the hotter is he in 
luſt with her ; forgetting the wars, yea, his diſcretion, himſelf, and all,to crown his deliresin 
enjoying her : the which ſhe well oblerving,begins to triumph m her good fortune, as think- 
ing him already fairly come to the hook;and ſo hopes,that it the line of his folly,and her good 
fortune and wit hold, (he will ſoon make him her Husbaud, and her felf his Wite : tor, having 
formerly met with many Knaves in others, ſhe now begins to reſt confident, cither to hnd or 
to make a fool of him, thereby to ſerve as a veil to over-veil her Whoredoms. He pleads hard 
to her for love 3. ſhe replies,it is inipoſlible to find 19ve in luſt. He vows he will dye her ſervant; 
ſbe ſwears, ſhe will never live his Strumpet. He protelteth, that ſhe ſhall ſhare of his eſtate; ſhe 
tells him plagply,that ſhe had rather live a poor Wife, than dye a rich Courteſan.He replies, that 
head r beallity 3 ſhe anſwers, that ſhe knows no other , but that he only ſecks to profane 
and defile it. And here, with more facifity to make him ſwallow either a Gull , a Gudgib, or 
bothz'ſhe, by ſtealth, permits him to cull ſome kifles, as well fromthe Cherries of her lips , as 
the Roſes of her cheeks; and in the interim, like zn hypocritical diſſembling Quean, reads him ' 
many Le&urcs on the pureneſs of Chaftity,'and the toulne(s of Luft, on thebleTedocſs of Mar- 
riage, aid the wretched eſtate of Formecation, Prophane and impious Giglet ! * whoſe ſpeeches 
are perfumed with Vertue, and yet her aQons.ſtink, and are polluted and infeted with Vixe: 
diſſembling Syren , who catts forth bitter-ſweet inchanting tunes and charms, to pleaſe the 
ſenſe,andyct purpolely to poylon the foul;Pills pf Wortnwood,candy*d in Sugar;Honey to the 
palate, but gall to the ſtomack : a fatal Rock, whercon many inconſiderate apd debauchgd 
young Gentlemen have unfortunately ſuffered Shipwrack ; a wretched Gulph and Labyrinth; 
*-which contains all variety of endlcfs miſeries and calamities, whereunto whoſoever enters 
with pleaſure, is ſure to retire with'tears, curſes and repentance. A Plague fent us from Hea- 
ven in our age, fer a juſt guexdon and recompence of the fins and folly of our youth. And 
iato this intricate Labyrinth, and bottomleſs Gulph of miſcry and calamity, is our raſh and 
luſtfal young Gallant, cheerfully entring and ſteering his courſe, without either the Star of 
hope, or Compaſs of felicity and ſafety, bearing out top and top-gallant 3 yea, (as I may ſay) 
with all theſails of his folly bearing, and with the Flag, Enfign, and Pendants of his obſcene 
and laſcivious dgſires, playing and dallying ip the Air of Lz Hay's fatal and infeQtious beau-- 
ty 3 which hath fo cloſely ſurpriſed his Judgment, captivated his Thoughts, and cclipſed®his 
Diſcretion, as in her abſence and preſence he extols'as well her Vertuecy, as her Beauty, to 
Skiesz vowing that ſhe is ſo fair a Nymph, and fo pure a Virgin, 'as ſhe deferves rather to be 
his Wife, than his Strumpet; or rather, not his Strumpet, but his Wife. And fo two months 
being paſt ſince he tirlt trequented her, and ſought to ſeduce and obtain her to his laſcivious 
deſires; and ſceing ( difſembling Quean as ſhe is ) that therein ſhe bor? her ſelf infinitely 
chaft and modeft, and that &was impoflible for him. to obſerve or remark any other incli- 
nation or teſtimony , citherin her word or carriage , his wits are fo beſotted and entangled 
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in the fetters cf her beauty, that he prefers her {weet feature and complexion, a thouſand 
times before La Frange's deformed 3 and vows, that he had rather dye Lz Hay's ſlave, than 
ever live tobe Ls Frange's Husband. But this folly of his, in the cnd, ſhall coſt him deer, and - 
ſo lead him to another, far more unnatural, and, as I may juſtly ſay, damnable: But 
we muſt proceed orderly in - this Hiſtory, and do thercfoxe reſerve that part til} 
anon. 

By this time the *ſly ſubtilty , and ſceming-chaſt behaviour of Lz Hay , hath a&cd 
wonders in De Salez heart; ſo as the now hopes conhdently and ſhortly to play her 
prize in ſurprizing him : for he is extreamly amorous, belotted , and (as I may ſay )drunk 
with the love of her Self and Beauty : fo, on a Sunday, as ſhe returned from Veſpers, he re- 
pairs to her Fathcr*s houſe to ſee her z whom he tinds in her Chambzr alone, waiting and 
attending him , having purpoſely dighted het ſelf in a rich new Gown and Petticoar, 
and trimmed and adorned her felt ip her gayeſt and moſt curivus Attire , thereby 
with more cale and facility to draw him to her lure: So as her Beauty being both 
ſeconded and graced by her Apparel , ſhe fo raviſhed his heart, anddelighted his ſen- 

, as he cannot refrain from killing her : but this Honey of her lips, will, in the end, 
" =barbarts to his heart. And here again he lays clole tiege to her Chaſtity z but (till 
ſhe gives him the repulle and refuſal ,. as it ſhe were a Diana, and not aVenu : He vows 
he doth affe&, and will ever honour her : and ſhe, That if he honour her, ſhe will till atfe& 
him. In the way of Love, queth he, I am wholly yours: and, quoth ſhe, in that of Ho- 
nour I will not be mine own, but yours, I will, quoth he, ia all affection both live and dye 
your ſervant : and, replies ſhe, in all Chaſtity I will live-to dye your Handmaid. He af- 
firms, He caunot be more hers in heart, than he is: nor 1,” quoth ſhe, leſs yours in luſt, 
than Iam. It is, quoth he, my Love which makes me report ſo much: and, quoth ſhe, 
it is my Fear which makes me affirm no leſs. Why, quoth he, ſhould my Love procure 
your Fear ? My Fear, quothhe, is wholly engendrcd and derived frotn your Luft , but not 
trom your Love. I pray expreſs your ſelf , quoth he : ſhe replies, My Bluſhes may , but my 
Tongue dare not. Quoth he , Did youratfection equalize mine , La Hay would accept 
of De Salez, and not refuſe him. Nay , quoth ſhe, did De Sales know how infinitely 
mine exceeds his, he would not refuſe La Hay, but accept of her. Why, quoth he, De Salez 
. defires nong but Ls Hay : Nor, quoth ſhes, La Hay any in the World but De Salez. Where- 
upon De Salez being provoked with his own uit , and animated and encouraged by her 
ſweet ſpeeches , he very joytully ( yet falſly ) flattering himſelf with the coggueſt of her 
favour and conſent , ſhuts the door, and(like a moſt laſcivious and difſolut cfhan )takes 
her gn his arms, and ſtrives to convey her to the Bed , reſolving there to enrich hiniſelf 
with, more than kifles ; yea, to reap the fruit of his bealtly pleaſures, and obſcene and 
brutiſh deſires, . but his hoþes ſhall deceive him: For , although Ls Hay be a Conrteſan in 
heart , yet ſhe will not be (o in tongue , eſpecially now, where to get her ſelf a rich Hus- 
band, ic behoves her to play her prize in Chaſtity, as it ſhe were as vertuous as fair , and 
as. chaſt as lovely. Wherefore exclaiming, and ſtorming at-this his laſcivious attempt 
and enterpriſe , levelled at the deplorarion and ſhipwrack of her Honoxr , ſhe with a vio- 
lent power, andenraged violence, unskrews her felf forth his Arms, and with-a world 
of hypocritical ſighs and tears, flics to his P6nyard , which he had thrown-on the Table, 
ahd, unſheathing it, vows that ſhe will be a {ſecond Lucretis ; and, that it ſhe cannot kill 
him before he-have defiled and defloured her , yet, that ſhe will aſſaredly murther her (elf * 
aſter; becauſe ſhe is fully reſolved , That her Chaſtity ſhall out-live her, not ſhe her Cha- 
ſity. A rcligious and honourable reſolution of hers, it it had proceeded from a chaſt and 
fanctified heart : but alas ! nothing leſs 3 for ſhe ſpeaks it our of Subtilty; not out of Vertue; 
out of Policy , no way out of Piety. De Salez by this time having wholly loſt his p1dgment 
in the ſweet and roſeat Garden of her delicious Complexion, vows that he 45 now as 
deeply in love with her Chaſtity, asformerly with her Beauty. When ſecking to appeaſe 
her: Choler, and to pacific her Indignation, as alſo to give tryce to his own thoughts, and 
content to his delires: he ſwears he is ſofar fromIntending her any diſhonouf, as he is re- 
folved todo her all the honourvf the world; yea, fo far, as, if ſhe pleaſe, he is ready to accept 
her for his Witcz proteſting, that of all the Maidens of the world, he is defirous tobe Husband 
to none but herſelf; and that the fault ſhall be hers, if he make not his words, deeds. Lz Hay 
having her thoughts tickled with delight, to hear the pleaſant melody of 'theſe his ſugred 
—_— doth thereat preſently bury her ſighs, and dry up her tears when, throwing away 
the Ponyard, and making him a moſt re{peRtul courteſie , and ful reverence, ſhe with 
Xt arms runs to him, and hangs about his neck, vowing ; ay ſhe loves no-man in. the 

*. World 


World but himſclt z and mn conſenting to be her Husband,ſhe will till death yeeld not only to 
ka faithful Wite, in attending his pleaſure z but his oblervant Handmaid, to receive and 
y his Commands : and fo they interchangeably greet each ther with thanks and kiſſes. 
But yct, ſhe knowing that his Father Argentiey was both rich and eminent, atd her own ds 
and of a far interior rank ſhe is (o politickand fubfil in the managing of this her affection, 
as ſhe 15 reſolved.to make ſure work, and todo nothing by halfs 7 fo as knowing that words 
are but wind, and what De Salez promiſeth her now,he may either forget or deny to morrow; 
ſhe intends to catch at Opportunitic's fore-lockz andvſo with a ſweet and ingenuous infinuati- 
on, draws him to giycher a Diamond-Ring in token of Marriage; and ſhe,in exchange;returns 
him a {mall Gold Bracelet, which ſhe wore upon her arm next her heart. And yet again, con- 
tidering that His Father would very diffigultly (or never) be drawn to conſent to this Match, 
ſhe can give no true content to her defir&, nor fatitaQion:to ber fear, before ſhe have united 
and linked him to her, in a more ftricter and firmer bond of aſſurance; when not only fealt- 
ing,but (as it were) lurteifirg him with variety of kiſſes,ſhe bethinks her ſelf of a policy as 
worthy of her wit tor attempring, as of his folly for performing : for direQing him her ſpeech 
* (which ſhe accompanied with many amorous, yet difl.mbling imiles ) ſhe told him ſhe would 
futurely exceed him m conltancy, aud now out-brave himmin atfecion; when taking Pen and 
Paper, ſhe writes him a tair promiſcand firm aſſurance of her ſelf unto him( in the manner of 
a Contra&); and to make it the more powerful and authentical, ſubſcribes her name and lign 
to it, and betWixt ſighs and bluſhing, the delivers it to him; no way doubting, but rather aſlu- 
ring her (ct, that he would requite her with the like courtelie and obligation , as indecd.the 
event anſwered her delires and wiſhes. For De Salez having now no power left him to ſee by 
his own eye$3 I mean, by theſe of his Judgment, but only by theſe of his iatemperate paſſion, 
and paſſionate affection; he is (o far from delcrying , much leſs from ſuſpeRing her policy, as * 
very limply and ſottiſhly he attributes it to the fervency of her affeion; the which he 1nter- 
prets and entertains, I know not whether with more joy, ordelectationzand ſo vowing not to 
dye her debtor for Courtelic, he very raſh! incon{iderately writes another to the tame et 
fe&, and flies ſo far from wit or diſcretion, as to ſhew himſelf her Superior in affe&tion,as well 
asinſexz he purpoſely cuts his hnger , and ſo firms his name thereunto with his own blood, 
and then with a million of kifles delivers it her, vowing that her pleaſure ſhall be his law in 
the accompliſhing thereot : only he prays her for a time to be ſecret and filent hercin,for that 
he fears he ſhall hardly draw his Father to conſent hereunto ; he which ſhe very courtcoully 
grants him. And (© he triunphing iu her Beauty,and ſhe in his Wealth; he in her Youth, and 
ſhe in his Simplicity, they for that time part , not doubting but they ſhall ſhortly reap the 
fruits of their Matrimonial defires and wiſhts: for till then, ſhe ſwears ( though with an 
equivocating relervation to for{wear her (elf {he will live a moſt pure and unſpotſted Virgin; 
and that as the leaſt of her atfcion and courtclic toward him , ſhall be ſmiles, fo the mot 
ſhall be kifles. . . , 
- But this affection (or rather folly) of De Sales , incontracting himſel{ to La Hay, is not 6 
ſecretly born, but as her.formet unchaſtity was a al arguinent of talk tothe whole City 
- of Tholſe; ſo now this of her ſubtilty and fortune, is that of its univerſal pratling and 
adrgiration, occaſioned and redoubled by the te conſiderations of Argentzier's known 
Wealth, and De Soxlange's ſuppoled poverty ; agzin, of De Salez {uppoſed. Chaſtity, and 
of De La Hay's notoriouſly known Whoredoms. And as Fame is ſtill{o tatling a goddels, that 
LREEES - _— this nature can © meu , and difficultly ſuppreſſed and 
ſmothered; ſo by this time, contrary to thee 10ns and hopes of our two Lovers; 
the old Councellar Argentier hath notice of this unlooked-for — and this SRI 
familiarity betwixt his Son,and that Strumpet Lz Hay ; when conſidering the great oppolition 
betwixt De Cl 3 Nobility and Wealth,and De Soxlange's mean Extraction and Poverty; af 
alſo, by a true and uncon e Antitbefis, Comparing the foul and I ices ot Lz 
Hay, with the ſweet and re{plendent virtues of Ls Frange,he ( as much di{daining that Match, , 
asdefiring this for his Son) very haſtily ſends for him into the Arbor, where purpoſely attend- - 
ing him, he with lightning in his looks, and thunder ia his ſpecches, lays betore him the fim- 
plicity and ſottiſhneſs of his reſolution, in preferring Lo Hay before Ls Frange, a Strumpet be- 
fore a Virgin, and a Pedlcr's Brat b-fore a rich Gentleman's only Daughter and Heir: ſhews 
him the infamy of the firſt, and the glory of the laſt Match;there his unavoidable miſery, here 
hisaſſuxed happineſs: in the firſt, his utter ruin and ſhipwrack ; and inthe laflf his info ible 
proſperity and felicity : and ſo intermixing threats with tears, with a paſſionate Paternal af- 
feQion, he endeavoureth to perſwade him to-leave Lz Hay, and to marry Ls Frange; or if not, 
yows and (wears, wholly to diſ-inheric him, and from thenceforth never repute or eſteem 
im his Sons * a T 3 But 
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Bat De Sales his foohſh vanity and vain afteCtion in himſelf towards his new-contractcd 
Love, La Hay, is fo great 3 and conſequently his filial obedience co his Father, fo (mall, ; 
not withſtanding this his wholfome advice and counſel, he is {ill reſolute and conſtant copre-= 
ter La Hay before Ls Frange 3, the beauty of the wy , betore the deformity of the other ; his 
own content, before his Father's; and Soxl2nges cate and birth, before the great wealth and 
noble extraction of De Clughy : But this raſhneſs, indiicretion, and ingratityge of his, wilk 
colt hum dear, | p 

Now it Argentier have perfe@& intelligence and curious notice of his Son's familiarity with 
that fair yet leud Courteſan Lz Hay ; no lels hath Lz Frange, who, poor foul, is fo deeply ena- 
mored ot De Sakz, as at the very firlt news and conceit,that another ſhould enjoy him,and uot 
her ſelf, for very gritf and ſorrow the ſeems to drowg her felt in the deluge of her tears. His 
Father is cholerick thereat, ſhe mournful ; he ince , {he afflited 3 he enraged, and ſhe per- 
plexed and tormented : his paſſions and anger proceed trom ſyſpition,that he ſhall (o ſoon tind 
a Daughtcer-in-law in La Hayzher fighs and tears,from tear,that ſheThall © ſoon loſe hex Love, 
though not her Lover, his Son De Salez. Again,the argument of his choler, is La Hay's uncha- 
tity and poverty; and the cauſe of her diſconſolation, De Salex, his wealth and vertues : like- 
wile the {ccs,that Argentier hath no reaſorto hope,that his ſon will marry her (elf, ſuch is her 
deformity; and again;that he hath all the reaſons of the world, as well to doubt,as fear,that he 
will wed Lz Hay, ſuch is her beauty. Bur fith De Salez will bear no more reſpec to his Father, 
nor affeQion to Lz Frange , leave we therctore his Father Argentier's paſſions, and Ls Frang:'s 
perplexities, to be gppeaſed and qualified by Time,or rather by God, the Author and Giver of 
Time; who out of his All-ſeeing Providence, and Sacred Pleature, only knows in Heaven how 
beſt to diſpoſe and manage the ations ot earth; and lo come we to other tnexpetted occur» 
rents and events, which like ſo many intcrjecting and intervening points, are contained with- 
in the circumference of this Hiſtory. 66" 

I have ſo long inſiſted on the affections of De Sgfez and La Hay, as (but to. the judicious and 
temperate Reader )it would ſeem to appear, thatMe Bſron of Vawmartin hath wholly forgot- 
ten to remember his to his Lady Ls Frange : But to put that doubt out of queſtion , and this 
queſticn out of doubt, we ſhall fee him return, too too {gon, to aCt a part not ſo religious and 
honourable, as bloody, upon the Theater of this Hittory : For by this time both his Credi- 
tors and his Debts arc grown ſo clamorous,and his Reputation and Land ſo near forfeited, for 
want of diſ-ingaging, as. to ſectire the one, and to provide for the other, he knows,noother 
invention nor means, but to gain La Frange to his Wife : when, as it were provoked and pret- 
cipitated on by the neceſlity ot ' this exigent, his thoughts leave Heaven, to fiye to Hell, and 
conſequently,flye from God to Satan,to conſult,how either by che by,or the main,he may ob- 
tain her; ya, though with the, peril and hazzard of his own life, tocut off theirs who ſeek 
therein to prevent his defires and defigns, In which Hellith ratiocmation, he, as devoid of Rea- 
ſon, as that is exempt cither of Grace or Piety, thus realoneth with hymſclt : De Clagny hates 
me, for ſceking to marry his Daughter 3 and that, time may remedy for me: . but, which is 
wort of all, the loves De Salez, and ſeeks and dehires to marry him';- and this I muſt remedy 
in time, if I ever expe to obtain or enjoy herz and (o reſolves to make him away 3 but is, as * 
yet, irrel{olute how to perpetrate, and in what manner to finiſh ſo execrable a buline(s. Put 
this is not only the voice of his malice,but the icntence of his revenge,that De Salez mult dye. 
Wretched Faumartin, unworthy to bear the name of a man,much lels of a Baron, but leaſt of 
all, of 'a Chriſtian; in that, becauſe De Salez, hates L3 F range, and ſhe loves him,that therefore 
thou wilt not love hut hate him; or becauſe ſhe loves him,and not thy ſelf, that therefore thou 
wilt kill him, that ſhe may love thee. See, ſee, raſh and inconfiderate- Noble-man, how trea- 
'cherouſly the Devil hath hood-wink'd,yea,inveigled thy judgment, and beſorted thy ſtnſes,to 
Kill. one that loves thee 3 to kill, I ſay, a Gentlegian who hath not offendeg thee, but is every 
way thy friend, no way thine encmy :- or it thoa think it wiſdom, that covetoulne& muſt re- 
deem thy former prodigality; alas, alas ! canſt thou yet be fo cruel to think it either lawſulor 
religious , that future Murther ſhould either occaſion or authorize it ? But the Devil 'hath 
ſo far prevailed with his impious reſolutions , that again he. reſolves De Szlez muſt dye : 
and yet thou thinkeft poyſon 3s unworthy of him? as he is worthy of thy Sword : fo, had 
thy laſt -reſolution been an{werable to thy tirſt, aſſure thy ſelf thou hadſt made thy ſelf more , 
happy, and not ſo miſerable : for, as poiloning was the invention of the Devil , and is pra- 
Qiſed by nonCEbut his Agents; ſo this diſhonourable point of honour, to fight Dutls, was never 
inſtituted by God, nor profeſſed by thoſe who really profeſs his 'Goſpel ; yea, it is not only, 
truly trodiſhonour God, in ſeeking falſly to preſerve our own Honour and Reputation, but we 
afſuredly tab at the Majcefty of the Creator, m ſeckinggo deface man his Creature 3 and t& 
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uſe but a word, as it is repugnant both to Nature and Grace {ſo though it begia in the heat of —_ 

paſſion and pleaſure, it many times terminates in Repentance, but itill in true Intam,y and 


Miſery. 
But Vaumartin's Faith being (ſo ſtrong with Satan,and (o weak with his Saviour, he wil) no: 
take a Law from-Religion, to give to his Euvy; but rather, takes one from his Envy, to give to 


his Religion 3 and (o very prophanely and rafhly, by his Lackey, La Ryſe , tcuds De $alck tliis 
Challenge, 


VAUMARTIN to DE SALEZ. 


IF thou ſeek, the cauſe of my malice, thou mayeſt find it in tbe Lady La Frange*s affedion to thee, an 

batred to my ſelf : wherefore bold it not jh ange, that I now command my Pen to invite thee, ard thy 
Sword, to mect me to morrow on horſe-back, , without Seconds, *rwixt five and fix in the murning,bebind 
the Jacobin's Garden, Love and Valour, thou kyoweſt, are never capable of much expoſtulaticn, a de- 
frrow rather ts be tried in atlion, than ſeen in words. Could that ſwert Lady ( who will not be mine, be - 
cauſe thou art bers ) have affetied me more, or thee leſs, we might bave proved 4s true Friends, as now 
our Repntations conjure w ether to live or dye Honourable Enemies. 


VAUMARTIN. 


De S$alez having received and read this Challenge, doth not alittle wonder at the Baron ot 
V aumartin's ſtrange paſſion and reſolution, in ſending it him ; efpecially,tith he knows that the 
motivcs and grounds of his malice, were ſo unjuſtund frivolous : ſo, now to an{wer him, as 
yet he knows not : for, as his generoſity one way invites him to tight ; ſo his diſcretion ano- 
ther way, perſwades him from it. But conſidering the poor eſteem he makes cither of the 
Lady La Frange, or her atf:Qtion; thinking it tolly to hght without caule , and to hazzard his 
life without reaſon, he calls for Pen and Paper, and as a wiſe, yet valiant Gentleman, by his 
own Lackey returns the Baron of Vanmartin this Anſwer. 


DE SALEZ to VAUMARTIN. 


Have ſeen many Challenges, but none of the nature of thine now ſent me + for , towrite thee the 

tratb the grounds and fonndations thereof are unjuſt, falſe,or both: for,bring but the eyes of thy judz- 
ment, and not of thy pie, to be Fudg and Umpire betwixt wu, and thou ſhals both ſee and find, that 
T not only diſclaim the Lady La F range's affedtion, but ber ſelf ;, fith I appirtain to anotber,and ſhe ſhall 
never"to me. I bere ſhew thee my love, through this true proſpelive of my beart \, and, robich if it will 
mot ſatiifie thy malice, then know, that my weak, V alour is neither capable nor defrrons of further expo- 
finlation, than that my Sword is a willing to bring thee deeds, as thy Pen was to ſend me words: for ei- 
ther ſmgle, or with Seconds 3 eitber on foot , or borſe-back,, I will ſtill be ready #0 give reaſon to thaſe 
who will not reliſh nox receive any but their own : and in this reſolution of mixe , I'kyow I ſballeither 


lire with Reputation, or dye with Honour. 
DE SALEZT. 


Vaumartix having received and peruſed this Letter of refulal from De Salez , he out of the 
heat of his paſſion, and beight of his folly, reputes it rather to cowardize, thau diſcretion, in ' 
him : and (o his courage and revenge the more inſulting and enflam'd therear, he b-nding his 
brows*as if Contempt and Envy ſate wreath'd in the furrows thereof ) very ſpeedily again rc- 


turns him his Lackey, with this raſh Auſwer : 
VAUMARTIN to DE SALEZ. 


HY Anſwer gives me no ſatisfalion, fith I kyow, that 30 thy affedlion 10 the La Frange, 
T Ch 4 4 ; of Landes Sher deg Arcs neither iy COS 
foundation of Uenge, citber muſt, or falſe , as thou is thy falſe $6 ncagy to 
make me ſee or belive : for, being ignorant who is thy Miftris, 1 know tho reſolveſt to- nakg ne Lady 
of the world thy Wife, but L3 Frange 3. ſo as Ieannos rightly define , whetber thy proceeding with me 
be more ſubtil, or malicious \,. or to what end thou ſhoullheft attempt the one or pradiiſe the other rowavd; 


| WE; £5 pr 
— 7 out of a premeditated reſolution and +4 ofe, the amy 4-9 (1 more apparent 
and conſpicuous in my ſhame. Wherefore, ſth t ip is falſe to-me, I mujt, nay Iwil ſec if thy 
valowr will tae to th Ce dd bebo eek, jth ATI" at in ſubſtance,as the 
vanity of thy Pen difiins them, iy ſhew and oftentation.: ſo my Challenge #ftill my reſolution; and the 
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performance thereof muſt be thine, except thou reſolve t1 live #ith as much latary, as the concluſion of 
thy Letter promiſcth, thou art ready to dye with Reputation and Honour. 


VAUMARTIN, 


De Salcz having reccived and run over this Letter, and ſceing that Vaumartin was ſtill wil- 
ful and refoJute to fight, thinks that he ſhould degenerate trom Himlclt,his Blood,and Protc{- 
lion, it he did uot now accept and an{wer this his Challenge ; wherefore, calling for Vaumar- 
tin's Lackey, he rounds him thus in the ear ; Tell thy Miſter, that if T live, I will not fail to break- 

Faſt with bim timely in the morning,according 19 bis expeiation, Thus we lee two incontiderate Geu- 
tlemen agreed, their Match concluded, and notning but the night to hinder then from hghe- 
ingz as it their glory conſitied in their ſhame 3 and asit Nature had never taught them how 
to preſerve their lives 3 nor Grace, their fouls. 

So the Morn peeping forth through the Windows of Heaven, as ſoon as the Sun with his 
gliſtriog beams began to {alute the Woods and Mountains,our two reloluteChampions brave- 
ly mounted, with each his Chirurgeon,are in the ticld at the allign'd Rendezyous,% hrtt comes 
Vaumartin, and then immediately De Salez;«when their Chirurgeons pertorming the daty and 
office of Seconds, being ſome hundred paces diſtant, they grve Spurs to their Stceds, and fo, 
drawing their Swords,{wittly part, like two flaſhes of Lightning each towards other. At theic 
firſt mceting, De Salez gives Vaumartin the firſt hurt in the right thoulder z and he, De Saks 
another in requital, in the right fide of the neck3, when, being both good Cavaliers (and well 
near as equal in years, as courages),thcy turn ſhort, and then tall to it again with bravery and 
reſo)ution 3 when again Vaumartin ruus Ne Salez through his left Arm, of a deepand wide 
wound, and he only lightly cuts his Shirt upon his Ribs,giving him only a raze or (car; but as 
yet, both frec from any-danger of death; fo they mutaally content to breathe: but their ambi- 
tions and courage ot both tides arc {o exaſperated and enflamed,as although they are all bloo- 
dy, yet this will nor ſuffice : {o they fall to it again; and in this cloſe, De Salez his horſe ftum- 
bles with him 3 whereat Vanmartin (though a Dwart in ſtature, yet not in Valour and Policy ) 
taking the advantage.of this acczdent, gives him firlt a lick o're his pate, and then runs him 
at the ſhort Ribs 3 but De Salcz reining up his Horſe, proved favourable to him 3, for by that 
means, V aumarti's Sword met and glanced ona Rib, without doing him any tarther hurt. De 
Salez (ecing the redoubling of his wounds , begins to redouble his courage 3 and dildaining 
thus to be out-braved and beaten by a Pigmy , he lays home at Vaumartiz , and at their very 
next cloſe, runs him thorow the body ot a deep and mortal wound, a little above the Navel ; 
whercat his Sword preſently falls out of his haud,to the ground, and he immediately likewiſe 
trom his Horſe, ſtark dead, without having the grace or happinels, cither to call on, or name 
God. O what pity, what milery is it , that a Chritian ſhould dye like a Beaſt, having neither 
power 10 pray, or felicity to repent. Thus we (ce the Challenger killed z and he who-wonid 
have murthered a ſtranger, murthered himſelt by a itranger : a Lefion to teach others to be- 
were, by the Tragical and mournful end of this raſh Noble-man. De Salez ſeeing Vaumartia 
drad, praitcth Gud tor his victory z and fo leaving his breathle(s Corps to his ſorrowful Chi- 
rurgeon, he gallops away to the next Village, where he cauſeth his wounds to be drefled ; and 
from thence provides for his ſafety. 

All Tholowſe rings and reſounds of this diſaſterous and Tragical accident. De Clugny is glad 
that De Salez hath eſcaped death ;, yet ſorrowtul that Vaumartis is killed, in refpect hevtcars 
he undertook this quarrel for his Daughter Lz Fraxge's fake ; who hearing that De Sit: 
wounds are no way mortal, infinitely rejoyceth and trumpheth thereat, flactering her ſeit 
(though with th's talle hope) that he afeched her tar more dearcr than he made ſhew ot, or 
elſe that he would ucver bave fought with Vaxmartin for her ſake;nor have kitled him, but for 
his own. And thus, though humanity made her grieve tor Vanmartin's death , . yet that 
gricf of hers was as {uddenly converted into joy, when ſhe ſaw he reccived it by the hand of 
De Sal:z, whom (he reipectcd and affe&ted more dearly tharr 2ll the men ot the world. 
Now, as for his Father Argentier, the lite ot his Son likewiſe wiped off a remembrance of 
Vanmartin's death; and yct it grieved him inwatdly, that he to whom he gave life, ſhould giv 
death coanotherz and far the more, mw that this untortunate accident muſt now cnforce hjm 
to beg pardon from that grave Court of Parliament, tor this Murther perpetrated by his Son, 
fith he had formerly (o often pleaded tor Julticc apainit others, for the like crime and &ffenec: 
but all theſe joys,of Argentier, De Clugny, and his Daughtcs Ls Frange, arc nothing to 
thoſe of La Hay for'the lite and victory of her dear De Sahz; leapinggas it were, for weer 
content and pleafure,that ſhe ſhould ſhortly ſee and enyoy him for her Hn*band; and that God 


hath 
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hath hoth reſerved and preferved him, to crown her with the ſweetneſs of this defired felicity. 

Thus ;vbile La F-4nz: and Le Hay criemph and congratulate the return of De Sa'ez, fo 
Argenticy publickly, and De Clugny privately, imploy theit chiefeſt power, friends, and autho- 
rity, to procure his pardon, firtt from the King, chen from the Parliament, whereof they are 
wo famous Members; Which at lait, ( by che means and favour of the Duke of Ventadoxr ) 
they obrain So chis murther of his, is remitted in Earch, bur, I fear me, will not be forgotten in 
Heaven : for though men be inconſtant in their decrees, yer God will be firm and upright, as 
well in the diiiribution, as execu:ion of his judgments. Men as they are men may err, but as 
they are Chriſtians they ſhould not , but God ( either to pleaſe or diſpleaſe them ) neither can 
nor will. 

De Salez, no ſooner hath eſcaped this danger, bur, forgetting his former follies, and his Fa- 
ther's advice and houſe, he again, in a manner, voluntary impriſoneth himſelf with his Mi- 
ſtris La H.ry, in hers; wherear, as his Father ſtorm's, ſo De Clagny and La France bite the lip ; 
hopirg that his good office in procuring him his -pardon, would more trictly have united 
him to her ſelf, and confequemly fequeſtred him from La Hay ; but nothiog leſs, for he fings 
his 014 rune, and mill rather run the hazard of his old Father's diſpleaſiire, than leave La Hay to 
take La F ang: : whereat, its Father Argentier reneweth his choler, and revives his indignati- 
on againſt him, as defiring nothing ſo much in this life, as to ſes him married to La Frange, but 
he ſhall never live roſee it, for there are too many diſaftrous acciden's pteparing, ro croſs and 

revent it. , - 

: \Whiles theſe things happen in Thelogſe, there betides an unexpeRed and unwiſhed buſineſs, 
which muſt call away Argentier to Pary : Forthe Lords of the Privy Councel of France, ha. 
ving received ſome informatians and grievances againſt the body of the Court of Parliament of 
T belowſe, command them ſpeedily to ſend up ſome Deputies, to anſwer ſuchmatters as ſha!l be 
objeRed againtt them; whereupon, the gravity and wiſdom of that Court, in obedience to 
their Superiors, ele&t r:vo Preſidents and four Counſellors, ro undertake that journey and bu- 
ſineſs, among whom De Clxgny is choſen for one of the Prefidents, and Argentier for one of the 
Counſellors; as indeed heir Integrity and profound Wiſdom and Experience had made them 
eminent in that Court, As for De Clugny, at his importunate requeſt. ( made to the Court ) he 
w as diſpenſed with from that journey , - by alleadging that his Age and Sickneſs made him alto.. 
gether unfic ro undertake it ; but alb che evaſions and excuſes which Argentier could make, 
could not exempt him, but he muſt needs fee Paris. Bur firſt, before his departure, he bad a 
long and ſerious Conference with De C/»gny, how to effe& the ſolong deſired match of his Son 
and Daughter, the finiſhing whereof was referred till his return from Paris, which ſweet news 
infinitely rejoyced and delighted the young Lady La Frange : and the immediate night before 
he was to take Coach, he calls his Son De Salez to him, and with a perſwaſive and powerful 
ſpeech, requetted him in his abſence to love La Frenge, which he, in plain terms, proteſted and 
vowed to his Father, he could not, then he conjures him, never to marry La Hay, which 
likewiſe he wou'd not grant ; and to conclude, fith his Farher could nor prevail in the two for- 
mer, he commanded him upon his bleſling, that he would never marry any wife whatſoever 
without his conſent, the which indeed De Salez could not deny, but faithfully promiſed his 
Father , yea, and boundit with an oath, yet ſtill hoping, that it was as poſſible for him ro 
draw his Father to conſent he ſhould marry La Hay, as it was impoſſible for his Father ever 
ro perſwade him to marry Lz Fraxge : -and fo that night the Father takes leave of the Son, and 
he the next morning of his Father, wiſhing him a proſperotis journey, and a ſpeedy return : 
who ſuſpeRing, and ferring, thatin his abſence, contrary to his requeſts and prayers, his Son 
would only abandon La Fraxge to frequent La Hay ; he being arrived to the City of Togrs, 
thought himſelf bound in Narure, as well for his own content, as his Son's tranquillity and pro- 
ſperity, again to fgnifie him his mind in fome tew lines of advice and counſel, and co fend it him 
by the ordinary Carrier of Theloyſe, which was then, in that City, bound thither from Pars : 
His Letter ſpake thus, 


; ARGENTIER 'to DE SALEZ. 

T i ont of a Fatherly and (as I may ſay) 4 religions care of thy good, that I now ſend thee theſe few 
| [tw lines : for thy Youth cannot ſee that which my Age knows, How many miſeries are ſubjef 
fo wait and attend on' Vice, and how many afſinge ow Vertue; f La Frange be not fair,yet ſhe is come- 
ly, not conttmptible : but fith her defefts of Nature are ſo richly recompenſed with the Ornaments of 
Fortune, 4nd the excellencies of Grace ; why ſhonld thy affettion prefer La Hay before ker, who hath 
nothing but # painted fact to overveil the —_—_ of ber other vices? If thon Tils leave a Saint to 

warry 
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marr; 4Strumpet. then take La Hay, and ferſake La Frange ; bat if thou wilt {ſob x: Strampet, 
9 cake A Saint, then marry La Frange and leave La Hay 3 for [ook what arFer ence the e147 b:tworn thrir 
hi. the, thax ſhalt find :tn times more bet \peen the chaſtity of the one, and the lrvity of the veer + if then 
(ſponſe the f-ſt, thow ſhalt find Content an1 Honoxr, if the ſicon?,, Shame and Repent acer » for [ &now 
nos whether La Frange will br1ng thee more happineſs, or La Hay miſery. Th s Letter ſhall ſore as 8 
wirne(s bet wixt God, my ſelf, and thee, that if thon per form me net thy p'01:1/e and oath, I will diny 
ther my bl:fſrns, and arprive ther of my Lands. 
ARGENTIER. 


De Sales having received this his Father's Letter in T hu/oxſe, exceedingly grieves to ſee him 
diſgrace his Miſtris, by the ſcandalous name of a Strumper, which he knows ſhe is not, and 
therefore will never believeit , ye1, hc vows, that if it were any other in the world, who had 
offercd him that intolerable affront, he would revenge it, though with the price and peril of 
his life. La ay perceiveth this diſcontent and alteration of Mirth in him, but from what 
point of the Compaſs this wind proceeds, ſhe neither knows, noras yet can conceive : bur 


withal, derermineth to make the diſcovery thereof her greateſt Ambition, and not her leait' 


Care; which ſhe now well knows it behoves her ro do, fith ſhe finds De S.:'ez lefs free, and mote 
reſerved and penſive in his ſpeeches, than accultomed. But when in vain the had hereunto u- 
ſed many ſmiles and ferches ; lo, here falls out an unlook'd-for accident, which betrays her the 
very Pith and Quin:eſſence of the myſtery : For on a time, when he lay lumbering on the ta. 
ble, the as accuſtcmed, diving into his pockets for ſweet-meats, or rather for Gold ( of both 
which, he many times went well furniſhed ) ſhe finds his Father's ( aforeſaid ) Letter, which ſhe 
knew by the dire&ion ; and ſo flying into another Chamber, and bolting the door afrer her, ſhe 
there reads it both, with grief ard choler ; when, ſtung to the quick, and bitten to the heart and 
gail, to ſee her reput:tion and honour thus traduced and (candalized by the Father of her pre- 
rended Husband , ſhe, with tears and interje&ted fighsand groans, flies back t> De Salez,, and 
holding the Letter in her hand. like a difſembling and impious Strumpet, as ſhe was, there 
ſhews it him; rakes Heaven and Enrth to bear witneſs of her innocency, and of the irreparable 
and extream wrong his Father had offered her, in ſecking to eclipſe the glory of her chaſti- 
t'',, which ſhe ſwears ſhe will bear pure and unſpotted, not only to his bed, but to her own 
Grave, But 4/ar, alas, theſe are the effe&3 and paſſions of diffimularion,nor of truth ; of her pro. 
phaneneſs, not of her piety, which time will make apparent to De Salez, , though now her beau- 
ty an4{rears be predominate with his j&dgment and folly, as he cannot, becauſe he will not ſee 
it : So being ſtill as conſtant in his ſortiſhneſs, as ſhe in her hypocrifie ; he gives her many ſweer 
kiſſes, and with a Caralopue of ſugred words, ſeeks to appeaſe and comfort her, whom he hatch 
far more reaſon to execcate and curſe. But for her part, her heart is nor ſo afflicted : tor, remem- 
bring her (elf, itil] her wits are her own : and ſo remembring the concluſion of the Letter, and 
fearing that De Salez his promiſe and oath ro his Father, might infringe and contraci his ro 
her , ſherells him, that her love is ſo fervent and infinite towards him, as ſhe can give no in.. 
termiſlion, nor truce to her tears, before he reveal her his oath and promiſe, which his Father's 
Letter informed her he had formerly made him. 

De Sal:z, ſeeing himſelf put to ſo ſtrict an accident and puſh, doth both bluſh for ſhame, and 
again look pale for anger, when for a {mall time, irreſolute how to bear himſelf in a matter of 
this different Nature, wherein he muſt either violate his obedience to his Facher, or infringe 
his fidelity and honour to his Miſtris , he arlaſt ( conſulting with folly, not with diſcretion, and 
with Vanity, not with Judgment ) doth ſo adore her beauty, and commiſerate her tears, as he 
ſottiſhly reveals her his oath, given his Father ( Verbatim as we have formerly underſtood it ) 
adding withal, that ſhe hath far more reaſon to rejoyce, than grieve hereat , That alittle rime 
ſhall cancel his ſaid Jare promiſe and oath to his Father, and confirm his former to her 4 For, 
ſweet La Hay ( quorh he ) come what will, tyo months ſhall never paſs, ere 1 marry thee. 
when ſealing his ſpeeches with many kiſſes, our hypocritical aflited Gentlewoman is preſently 
again come to her (elf, and inall outward appearance, her diſcontents are removed, her cho- 
ler pacihed, her tears exhaled, and her fighs evaporated and blown away, 


 * Burt all this falſe, like hec ieif, and treacherous like her beauty : For this Letter of Ar gentier 


to his Son, and his promiſe and oath to his Father, hath aRted ſuch wonders in her heart, and 
imprinted ſuch extravagancies in her thoughts, as ſhe cannot ezfily remove or ſupplant it, nor 


difficultly forge or deface it, whatſoever ſhe ſpeak or make ſhew of to the contrary, for thus the * 


reaſoneth with her (cit : That her whoredoms are alrezdy revealed to Areenticy, and for any 
thing ſhe knows, may likewiſe be diſcovered co his Son, how cloſely ſoever the either a& or 
conceai them, That La Francs deſcent, wealth and virtues, will in the end over-priſe and 


weigh 
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weigh down her mean extraction, poverty, and beauty ; and in the end, that the wiſdom of the 
Father, will infallibly trumph over the folly of the Son, except her policy incerpoſe, and her 
vigilancy prevent it ; which co prevent and effeR, the ſees no other obſtacle to her content, nor 
bar to her preferment, but o nly La Frange : for, quoth ſhe, if La Fraxge ſhine in the firmament 
of De Salez, affection, Le Hay mult ſet; or if Lay Hay will ſhine, Lay Frans: muſt ſer : aSain, if 
ſhe fall not, 1 cannot (tand, and if ſhe ſtand, I muſt needs fall ; and as the Sky is not capable 


of two Suns, ſo both of us cannot ſhine in the Horizon of his heart and thoughts ar once : ex-- 


cept thus, that La Hay may live to ſee Le Frange®his Wife, and her ſelf his Strumper ; when 
burning with falſe zeal to De Sa/cz, and true inveterate malice to Ls Frange, ſhe forgetting 
God, ſwaps a bargain with the Devil, that La Frange mui firſt goto her grave, ere Ls Hay 
come to his bed, and ſo reſolves to ſacrifice her as a Vif;»+ to her malice and jealouſie, and to 
ſend her out of this world, in an untimely and bloody Coffin. Helliſh Aphoriſms, infernal 
Poſitions, odious to Earth and execrable to Heaven | 

For wretched and impious, ſtrumper, wilg thou needs not only gallop, but flye to Hell, and 
ſo redouble thy crimes eriibſel to redotble thy rorments, as firſt of Whoredem, then of 
Murther ? Wretched, yea, thrice wretched woman ! how dareft thou ſee Earth; oc think of 
Heaven ; when thy aRed crimes are ſo odious, and thy pretended ones ſo monttrous, as thou 
deſerveſt to be ſhut forth of the one, and ſpued out of the other ? For alas, conſider what this 
poor Geatlewoman hath done to thee, that thou ſhouldeſt do this roher ; She bear the Image 
of God,and wilt thou therefore bear that of the Devil to deftroy-her*Ah me,where is thyRelig'- 
on, thy Copſcience, thy Soul, that thou wile thus belliſhly imbarhe thy hands in her blood, and 
imbrue thy heart in her murther ? If it be not thac her virtues cry fie on thy vices, thou haſt no 
reaſon in Nature, and leſs in Grace, to.attempt a deed fo Trapical, an a& ſo inhoman and exe. 
crable : But reſt aſſured, that if thou proceed and finiſh this infernal and bloody Rtratagem of 
thine, alchough thou chance go unpuniſhed of men, yet the Lord (in his due time) will find thee 
out, and both ſeverely ſcourge and ſharply revenge and chakliſe thee. 

The effe&s of malice and revenge in men are finite, in women infinite , theirs may have 
bounds and ends, but theſe none, or at leaſt, ſeldom and difficultly : for having once conceived 
cheſe two moniters in their fantaſies and brains, they long cill they are delivered and disbur. 
chened of them; and foto bring their abortive iſſue to perteRion, they { for the moſt part ) are 
ſharp and ſevere in their deſigns, and {udden and malicious in their execution, hating all de. 
lays, ſo it be not to do evil ; So this our bloody and vicious Strumpet La Hay, is reſolute to ad- 
vance, and not toretire 12 this diabolical buſineſs of hers. Of all kind of violent deaths, ſhe 
rhinks none 'either (0 ſure and ſecret as poyſon ;; whether ſhe conſider the manner, or the mit- 
rer : If the Devil himſelf had not invented'this unparalleld cruelty, his agents and members 
had never known how to have adminiltred and practiſed it. But bavipg, reſolved on the drug 
and ingredient, ſhe now bethioks her ſelf of ſome helliſh Emperick or FaQtor of Hell, to ap- 
ply and giveither, and her inveterate and implacable hatred making her curiousin the re- 
ſearch and inquiry thereof, ſhe is at laſt advertiſed, thar there is an old 7ralian Emperich in 
HMompellier, termed St. Bernardo Michaele, whois bis Arrs-Maſter in that inferna! p:ofeſſion; 
when wholly concealing this myſtery and buſineſs from De Sz/cz., ſhe by a ſecond means, ( wir! 
promiſe of ſtore of Gold ) ſends away for Aichae'e from Afompellicy, who in hope there- 
of, packs up his drugs and trinkets, and within three days arrives at 7-/:z/c 5 where the thinks 
nowhere ſo fit and ſecret as the Church to conſult and reſolve on this bloody buſineſs, the 
hour is eight the next morn, andghe place the Cor-delicrs, ( or Grey Froers ) Church, apvointed 
and agreed on betwixt them, where they both meet ,, bur ſhe ( the better co diſgaiſe her (-lf, and 
ro blear the eyes of the world ). wraps her ſelf about in a great furred Cloak, and mutes her 
ſelf up with a large Coyf of Velvet, anda rich Taffata Scarf over it, as if ſhe were ſome 
grave and reverend old Matron, ſo being brought to each others preſence, they being both 
on their knees, he to his Book and ſhe to her Beads, ſhe propoſerh him the poyſoning of Ls 
Frenge, daughter tothe Preſident de C/ygny, for the which ſhe promiſeth to give him three hun. 
dred Crowns of the Sun to perform it ; whereof be ſhall now have onein hand, and the other 
rwo when he hath diſpatched her. Afichaele, like a limb of the Devil, being deeply in love, and 
allured with this Gold, undertakes it ; .when ſwearing ſecrecy, 2nd withall to perform ir within 
ren days, ſhe gives him the hundred Crowas tyed up in her Handkerchief, and ſo for that time 


they part, 


Good God ! what prophane Chriſtians what monſters of Nature, and Devils incarnate by pro- 


feſſion are theſe, thus to pollute and defile the Church ordain'd for prayer, with the price and 
ſale of innocent blood, a moſt prodigious and helliſh impiety, fince there is no fin ſo odious 
or execrable ro God, as that which is masked with piety, and overveiled -with the Cloak of 

U 2 Sanity. 
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ſanctity. And what a damnable young ſtrumper, and old villain are they, in ſo holy a place to 
creatand conclude ſo helliſh a buſineſs ? but beware ,; for the ſ\word-and arrow of Gods juſt re- 
venge, and revenging jultice, threitens yea with no leſs than utter contuſion and deſtruction. 

La Hay infinitely glad of this agreement, returns from the Church, and Michaele as glad of 
her Gold, ( beinginformed of La Frang:*s deformity, and to loſe no time ) trips away towards 
Frefdent de Clagny's houſe, taking that tor a fit cccation to aſſay to make his Daughter become 
his Patient, ard he her Emperick,: who flegr'noly infinuating, and skrewing himſelf into his 
knowledg and acquaintance, ( in wt ich profeſſion the Fmpericks and Mountebanks of /taly, 
come no way ſhort, burrather exceed all other Nations of the World ) he proffers him his-beſt 
ſervice and $kill, to redreſs and reform the body of the young Lady his Daughter, adding with- 
all (thereby to add the more belief and credit to his ſpeeches ) that he is lo far from defpair- 
ing or doubting, as he is very confident thereof; and, in the phraſes and myſteries of his pro- 
feſlion, gives him in outward appearance many inward and plauſible reaſons to induce him to be- 
lieveit, The good old Preſid:nt, who preferringghe cure of 55a before any othec 
earthly re'pet, having heard of AMichaele's Fame, begins to reliſh his reaſons, and yer nor 
ignorant that the Aſo#ntebanks and Charletens of Italy, are Couſin-germars to the Alcamiſts 
of France, who promiſe to make Gold of Droſs, and yer only bring forth Droſs for Gold : be 
bolds it fit to take a conſultation of the learved(t Phyſicians, and expert Chirurgions of the 
City, hereunto AMthaele willingly conſents , (> they fit, being fix in namber, Aficharle de- 
livers them his reaſons to redreſs the deformity of this your g Lad'e's body '(the Prefident-ber Fa- 
ther being preſcrit) whoſe reaſons are beard, and controverred of all ſides betwixt chem, the 
concluſion is, four are of opinion, that this cure is repugnant tothe grounds of Phyſick ;and the 
principles of Ehirurgery, and therefore impoſſible to be effeRted , the ocher two are of a contra- 
ry judgment, and hold it teaſable, and that many-times God bleſſeth the art and labour of a man 
not cnly beyond expetation, but alſo beyond hope and reaſon : ſo D- Clrgny [rein that theſe 
two with Aichaele were three againſt four, he, in reſpect of the tender care and affection he 
bore his Daughter, reſolves to employ him, and gives him an hundred double Piltolers in 
hand toattemptit; with promiſe of as much more, when he had performed it; whereof this 
miſcreant and helliſh Emperick Michaele being exceedingly glad, he berakes himſelf to bis bu- 
ſineſs, viſits the young Lady, who promiſeth him to redouble her Fathers ſum, it he make her bo- 
dy firaight : when, to reduce his impious contemplation into interna] action, he outwardly appli- 
eth Plaſters and Sear.cloths co her body, and in:vardly adminiſireth her pills and potions, and 
( O grief to write it! ) therein infuſeth deadly poyſon, which he knows ar the end of ten days, 
willaſſuredly make a divorce betweerher body and ſoul, and ſoſend that to the death of this 
world, and this to the life of that ro come. So this ſiveer and innocent Lady ( wiſhing good to her 
ſelf, and hurt ro none in the world ) firli finds a giddine(s and ſwimminz in her head, ard with- 
in ſome* fix dajs after (in which time the poyſon had diſperſed it ſelf throughout all the 
veins and pores of her body ) many ſharp pripes, and bitter throws and convullions, wherear 
her Father grieves and ſhe weeps ; only that graceleſs villain her Emperich, bids them be of good 
comfort, an1 that the more pain and grief ſhe ſuffered, the berter and ſpeedier hope there was 
of her cure, but yer inwardly in his devilliſh heart, knews that the poyſon effeRually operated 
and wrought with her as he deſired and expected, and that by theſe infallible hgns and ſymp- 
roms, his patient drew near the period of her ead. Whereupon he repairs ſecretly to £2 Hay, 
and bids her provide the reſt of his money, for that La Fransz -could not poſlibly live ewo days 
to anend; whereat ſhe triumphing and rejoycing with much alacricy, again promiſeth ic him : 
and indeed the helliſh art of this execrable &mperick doth not now deceive him, though in the 
end, the malice of the Devil his Doctor will , for jult as the tenth day was expired, this harm- 
leſs ſweet young Lady dies, to the incomparable and unſp:akable grief of the good old Preſi- 
dent her Facher ; for that ſhe ivas the ſtaff of his zpe, and the chief and only comfort of bis lve. 
who diſconſolately and mournfully ſeemed to drown himſelf in tears bereat, curfios-che hour 

_ that he firli ſaw this accurſed Emperick Michaele, who had robbe4 bim of his only 3oy and de- 
light, of his dear and (veer Daughter La Frange:” But this murd-zrous Afrchaele baving learn: 
of the Devil to fear no colours, means not to ſtep a foot from T tolonſe, and fo ſends away for 
La Hay, of whom he craves the performance of her promiſe, for that {quoth he ) he had p&t- 
formed his. Why ( quoth Za Hay) isthat crook-backt divarf La Frange dead? She is gone 
( quoth Michaee) to her eternal reft : when .Lz Hay not able to retain her (elf for exceſs 96 
joy, runsto him, gives him the other hundred Crowns, together with many kiſſes, which rake 
( quoth ſhe } as a pledg of my continual good will towards thee ; when again ſwearing ſecr. fie, 
they both take leave each of other, and pare. y 

The news of La Franges death, ratleth and reſoundeth all over. T ho{oaſe, her Kinsfolk grieve 
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at iz, her friends lament it, and all who either kneiy her, or her fame, bewail it ; only D- $4- 
kz, and execrable La Hay excepted, who knowing her to have been the only ſtop and hinde. 
rance of thei: marriage, they are ſo raviſhed with joy hereat, as they ſeem to conteſt and en- 
vy each other, who ſhill firſt bring the news hereof cach to other : yea, the excels of De Salcz's 
joy as is boundleſs, as that of La Hay's delight, ſo that he ſeems to flye to ber Father's houſe , 
where ſhe, with our- ſpread arms receives and entercains him ; and there they mutually congratu- 
late each other for this her death ; he affirming, and ſhe believing, that La Fraxge being gone to 
Heaven, it ſhall nog be long ere the Church make them man and wife on eatth. In themean 
time, he being wholly ignorant of her poyſoning, ard yerthe old Preſident her Father, and the 
reſt of her friends ſuſpeRing it, they cauſe her body to be opened : and although they find no 
dire& poyſon, yer remarking a little kind of yellow tinQure on her heart and liver; as alſo 
ſome ſhew thereof through her frozen veins, They cauſe Michaele to be apprebended and im- 
priſoned, and ſo procure a -Decree from the Parliament ro have him rack'd : At the news 
whereof, La Hay is extreamly tormented and perplexed, as well foreſeeing andknowing, 
that her life. lay at che mercy of his rongue : whErefore to fortifiz his ſecreſie, and thereby to 
ſecure her on fear and d :nger, ſhe by a confident friend of his, ſends him a hundred French . 
Crowns more, and promiſeth him to give him a rich Diamond, worth as much again ; who ( as 
before) being extreamly covetous, and the Devil (reſembling himſelf ) fil harping ro him on that 
fring hich moſt delights him, his heart is ſo devillifhly obdurated, and his forcitade ſo armed 
and prepared, as his patience and conſtancy not only indures, but out-braves the cruelty of his 
rorments, and ſo he is acquitted of this his pretended crime : but he hath not as yer made bis 
peace with God, .. 

And now is De FS alez, reſolved to make a journey to Par, to draw his F ther's conſent thc 
Fe may marry Za Hay ; butthe wiſdom of the Father ſhall anticipate the folly of the Son, for 
he havipg heardgn Paris of La Franges death, and (hill fezring, that becauſe of tis frequent fa- 
miliarity with chMStrumpet Ze Hay, he will in the end marry her, He in Payss buys a Cap- 
rains place for him inthe Regimznt of the Kinzs Guard, and likewiſe dealt with a very rich 
Counſellour of that Court of Parliament, named Monſieur de Brianſon,that his Son may marry 
his eldeſt Daughter 44:damoy/clle de Pleſis, a very ſweet and fair young Gentlewomian, and the 
old folks are already agreed on all condos, only it reſts,- that the young fee and love; To 
which end, Argentier writes away with all ſpeed to Thaloyſe for his Son De Sales tocome up to 
him, who before he had received his Father's Letter, ( as we have formerly underſtood ) was 
ready to undertake that journey : £4 Hay infinitely fearful and jealouſeto loſe her prey, with 
Crocotile tears in her eyes, #nd Hy exa-aſpects in her looks, informs De Salcz, that the feareth 
thac his Father bath provided a wife for him in Par 3 but he vows and ſwears to her, that nei- 
ther his Father, nor the whole world, ſhall make him marry any other than her ſelf, and fo af- 


ter many embraces and kiſſes, he takes horſe and leaves T holowſe. 

Being arrived at Pars, his Facher very .joyfuily bids him welcome, and refers to confer with 
him rill the next morning ; but ſuch is De Sa{cz's raſhne(s and folly, as he bath no ſooner ſup. 
ped in company of his Father, but he prays to ſpeak with him. When the ſervants voy. 
ding the Chamber, he earnefily and humbly beſeecheth bim, fich that Za Frenge is dead, he 
will now be pleaſed that he may marry Za Hay, whom, quoth he, Ionly affeRt and loye be- 
fore all the Maids of the world : His Father exceedingly incenſed hereat, vows that he had 
rather ſee him fairly. buried in his Grave, and chat of all the females of the world, he ſhall nor 
marry La Hay : and fo for that night, they betake themſelves to their beds ; the Father grieves 
with his Son's folly, the Son with his Father's averſneſs. The next morning Argeetier calls for 
his Son. When the d@rs ſhut, he bids him ſhut his eyes to his fooliſh familiarity with La Hay, 
and now to open them tothe preferment he hath purchaſed him, and fo relates him how he 
hath procured him the honour of a Captains-place, in the Regiment of the Kings Guard, as allo 
a very fair young Gentlewoman for his wife, termed Ms1amoy/ee de Plrſſiz, theeldeſt Daughter 
of Monfienr de Briagſon, one of the richeſt Counſellors of Paris : But De Sa'ez having bigeyes 
and thoughts wholly fixed on Ls Hay, with a diſcontented look, recurns his Facher chis peryerle 
and diſobedient Reply : ; 

That he will not accept of the Cap-ains place, nor once ſe@D- P1:ſ;s, but that he is conſtantly 
reſolved, either to wed Ls Hay, or his Grave, whereat his Father is (0 extreamly incenſed, as 
with much paſſion ard choler, he commands him henceforth, not to dare ſo much as to name 
him Ls Hay, ſwearing by his Saviour, that if he do, for his obſtinacy and diſobedience, he will 
d:(inheritbim ; as indeed he might, having himſelf purchaſed three parts of his lands and re- 
venews, through his care and induſtry in his vrofeſlion - and ſo in much diſcontent and choler 
leaves himEÞioS co his Colleagues of SO na are already awaiting and attending his com- 
ing. 6 ha 3 De 
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De Sales is all on fire at this his Fathers, bicter reſoſution againit him, and ſtorms and fumes, 
not only beyond the bounds of Reaſon, Religion, and Hu manity,bur alſo beyond himſelf. For 
fith La Hay is his ſole delight and joy, and that his Father bach vowed he ſhould never nacry 
her, his affeRtion to her makes him reſolve to diſpatch his Father, yea, his head conceives ſuch 
murtherous thoughts, and his heart attracts, and aſſumes ſuch degenerate and cevilliſh blood 
againk him, that like an execrable wretch, anda helliſh Son, diſdaining to take counſel from 
God, and therefore taking it from the Devil his bloody Turor and Abettor, he vows he will 
forthwith rid his hands of his Father, and he will chereiore ſend him intognother world, be. 
cauſe he would pive him no content this, 

Oh wretched monſter of Natzre, limb of the Devil, nay, a very Devil thy fe!f, thus to re- 
ſolve to take his life from him that gave thee thine , Foul tain of mankind ! bluody Parricidi- - 
ous miſcreant! can no reſpet either of thy natural and filial obedience to thy kind and dear 
Father, or of his white hairs, and venerable old ape, reſtrain thee ? or no conſideration of thy 
conſcience or thy ſoul, of Heaven or Hell deter thee from this bloody, inhuman, and damnable 
deſign of thine, in laying violent bands on him ? O me, where are thy thoughts, where thy ſenſes, 

% where thy heart, thy foul, to aRt ſo execrable and infernal a Tragedy, on him without whom thou 


bhadſt not been ! On thy Father, whom, by the Lawsof Heaven and Earth,thou ouchreſt both to 
love, honour, reverence and obry. 
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But De Sa/cz being reſo/ute in this inhuman rage and implacable malice and fury, watcheth 
hoiv he may cake time at advantage, to effe&t and finiſh this his bloody buſineſs, and one nipghe 
afrer Supper, hearing his old Father complain that he found Kimſelf not well, ard commanding 
his Clark De Barſſie, very early in the next morning to carry his water co Dr, $4 epin, a famous 
Phyſician, whoſe Chamber was far off, in the place Mawberr, he himſelf lying'in Grennel/es treer, 
De Sale thinks this a fit opportunity to diſpatch his Fither, the which, O a chggſand vriets and 
pitties to ſpeak of, he accordingly performeth: For the morn -appearing, his Father having ſent 
away his Clark with his water, and betaking himſelf to ſleep till he return : His watchful and 
murtherous Son, having purpoſely made himſelf ready, and through the Key-hole and cra- 
nies of the Chamber door, eſpying bis Father ſleeping, he intends that chis ſhall. be his laſt 
ſleep: When ſoftly ſtealing into his Chamber, he ( IMmcouraged and animated by the Devil } 
and approaching his bed, 'as exemprt.of fear or grace, without any more delay or circumſtance, 
ſtifles his Father betwixt two Pillows ; when leaving him breathleſs in his bed, his face expoſed 
to the air, and the door ſhut, goes down, gives the Maſter of the houſe the good morrow, and 
ſo trips away as fat as he can, to the ſign of the Swan within St. Homer jes Gate, and from thence 
rides away to St. C/ow, ( two leagues diſtant from Paris ) to ſee Genaies Gardens, Fountains, 
and Houſe, wherein that execrable and damnable 7acobine Fryer, Jagnes Cl:ment, murthered 
Henry the third, King of France, but with an intent to return to his Father's Lodving immediate- 
ly after dinner, and to plead ignorance of the fa& ; and withall, if occaſion ſerve, to (tznd upon 
his innocency and juſtification, as indeed he did. Now his Fathers Clark D: Buiſſe returning in 
the morning from Doctor Sa/epin, entring his Maſter's Chamber, finds bim ſtark dead, and almcR 
cold in his bed : whereat he makes many out-cryes, and grievou; exclamations ; the man of the 
houſe hereat aſcends the Chamber, infinitely laments and grieves at this ſorrowful accident and 
ſpeRacle, vows to De Buiſſic, that he ſaw none whoſoever in his houſe, much leſs in his Ma. 
ſers Chamber, and chat his Son Aonfiexy de Salez, departed as ſoon as he himſelf, they ſearch 
his body, and find ic no way wounded, fo they beleeve and reſolve that ſome Apue hath circied 
bim away ; yetthey bold it rather wiſdom than folly, to acquaint the Lieutenant Criminal there- 
with, fearing leſt he mightafter ſuſpect either violence or poyſon , So he comes, confers with 
his Son De Salez,, with his Clerk De Baiſſie, and with the man cf the houſe, he viſits the dead 
body, finds only his head ſomewhat ſwollen, which his Phy /7cian affirms, may be his ſtriving and 
firngling with death. When the Lieutenant, out of his zeal and integrity to Juſtice; havi ng in- 
formed himſelf of Dr. Sa/epin, of De Baiſie's being with him, as alſo from St. Clow of his Son 

alez,, being there timely inthe morning, and withall, that bis Trunks were all ſafe, and no. 
thing wanting, they baniſh all ſuſpition, and without farther inquiry or doubt, commend the dead 
Corps to the Grave ; whoſe Funeſal, with ex-erior ſhewof excream grief, and ſorrow, De $4- 
l:z, performs in Pars, with all decency and decorum, anſwerablein all reſpeRs to his Father's 
rank and quality. Burt we ſhall ſhortly ſee this mask of his devilliſh hypocrifie pulled off, and* 
this inhuman paricide of his, both ſhamefully and ſharply revenged,by the juſt judgment and fin. 
ver of Gcd ; The manner is thus. 

This harmleſs and innocent old Father Argentier, is no ſooner [aid in his ynt 


ly Grave 
but his bloody and execgable Son De Salcz, within eight days after leaves Par, 


returns to 
T tulenſe; 
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Tholowſe; where already this ſorrowful newsis diſperſed and divulged, being for his virtyes 
and integrity of life, generally bewailed of the whole City; only graceleſs and impudent La 
Hay rriiftnphs hereat, and her very heart and t1oughts dance for joy hereof; ſhe welcomes 
home her D# Saltz, with a world of ſweet and ſugred kifles, who, as glad of her preſence. re- 
curns her them witk a plentiful and prodigal intereſt , but his luliful love co her is fo fervent, 
and his folly in himſelf (- perverſe and oditinace, 35 he hath ſcarce the patience, much leſs the 
reſpet and modeſty ro wear blacks for his Father (1x weeks, but caſts them off, takes on gan» 
dard Scacler Apparel, and very folemniy marries La Hay, Whereby in reſpe& of the ine- 

1:licy of cheir deſcen:s and means ,, bur eſpeciallyy of her whoriſh conditions, he makes him- 
fe f tne Lauzhrecand My. gime of all 7 bolowſe. | 

But, Good God ! whata prodigious and hellifh match is chis, ſich man and wife, and both are 
murtherers / O execrible and miſerable Wretches! O bloody and impious Miſcreants ! for 
ſure if this marriage of yaurs prove happy, I may boldly and truly (ay, there will nevec any 
prove unfortunate and miſecable. For alas, alas, whavdo thoſe impious and damnable crimes 
of theirs deſerve and portend, but m'ſery, ruine, and confuſion of aibfides ? neither ſhall che 
curioſity of our enquiry carry us far, before we ſec it ſurprize and befall them, 

For before they had been fully married three months, D? Salez, reaping his defies, and 
fexiting himſelt with che pleaſures of her youth, he dice&!y, contrary to his hopes and expe- 
Qation, is enforced to ſee and know, that which b:fore he would have thought never to have 
known or (een : for, thinking his wife to have been a modeſt and chalt Diana, he now ſees ſhe 
is adebauched Lars; yea, Is miſery is ſo great, as he needs nv ſpeRacle to ſee, that ſhe daily 
makes him a Knight of the Forked Order ; and almoſt every hour, defpight of his care and je2. 
louſie, clyps a Cuckow's Feather in his Hat ; which co prevent and remedy, be firſt admini- 
ſtretch requeſts and perſwaGons, and then complains to her Father : But theſe are too weak 
reaſons, and too gentle motives, to prevail wich ſo inſatiable a Strumpet ; ſo as he is con- 
rained to add threats to his requeſts, and in the end, blows co his threats, Bur as it is impoſſible 
for the Leopard to change his skin, and the /£:h;opian his hew ; ſo De Salezſees it labour loft to, 
thiak to reclaim his wife from her beaſtly fin of Adultery, wherein ( notwithRanding all chat 
poſſibly he can do) ſhe races ſuch delight and habir, as by this time ſhe is grown ſo extream- 
ly impuden:, as when her Husband is at home, the is abroad ranging ; and he is no ſooner a- 
broad, bur ſhe is inſtantly 2t home, revelling wich her Ruffians: Yea, ſhe is grown to that 
height of obſcenity, as ſhe concemns and ſleights her Husband , that whether he be abroad or 
at rome, ſhe will play the whore before his tace with open doors; which although it be 295 
late for him to remedy, yer it bites him ro the heart, and grieves him to the Gall; and now1: is 
chat he a cz0uſand times ehinks of his Father's advice and counſyl in forſaking her ; and as of- 
{27 wiſherh he had followed it. Now it is, that his unnatural murchering of his Father, chun- 
ders forth horror, terror, and repentance to his foul and guilty confcience ; and now it is chat 
he wiſheth {rom his heart, that he had been blind when he ficſt ſaw her, and fairly laid in his 
Grave, b.fore he lay with herin bed. Bur theſe his complaints and griefs, bring bim only vex- 
ation and miſeries infiead of comfort , for now he utterly deſpairs, and fees no hope of his 
wive's reformation ; Whereupon he reſolves to divorce himſelf from her, and to that end 
rakes counſel chereon : bur itis not ſo ſecretly managed by him, . but the Strumper his Wife 
hath prefer: notice and inckliag chereof, whereupon ſeeing her Husband exceeding rich, both 
in Lands, Coya, Plate, and other rich houſh»Id..tuff, ſhe vows not to quit her great Joyntare, 
ſhare and intereſt hereof thus, But before he had enrolled his Sute in the Spicitual-Conrr, or 
any way vented his own ſhame,»and his wives infamy in publick, ſhe, like a true Courtifan, and 
debauched Strumpec as ſhe was, voiys to pcevent him that would prevent her, and to fend him to 
his death, chat would ſeek ro divorce her; andin reſpe& of his jealoufie and malice, that as ſhe 
had formerly poyſoned La Frange for her Husband's ſake, ſo ſh: ivould now murther h im for 
her own. 

Bu: miſerabie and execrable wretch 1 Oh, to what a monſtrous height and huge ſum will 
ail rheſe chy bealtly fins, and bloody enormiries ariſe amount unto / But Laff, Malice, and 
Revenge, like three infernal Furies, ſo poſſeſs and pre- occupate her ſenſes, as ſhe will nocretire 
till ſhe hath ſent her Husband' unto another world, ina bloody winding.ſheet. To which end, 
watching che time when moſt of her ſervants were gone abroad to gather in the Vintage, ſhe 
toftly o-ening her Husband's Chamber-door, ſteals in, and finding him foundly fſeeping, ap- 
proachee1 his bed, whea drawing forth a Razor from her ſleeve, which ſhe had purpoſely 
provided, (he with an implacable and damnable malice (teps to him, arid cuts bis throar, 
ſpeaking only raefe wards to her ſelf, Lo, here the reward of thy jealouſie ! when throwing the 
Knit, and her outivard TaFua Gown into the houſe of Office, the leaving ffim welcemg in 
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his blood, very ſecretly conveys her ſelf thorow the Gallery tothe Garden, where her Wait- 
ing-Gentlewoman attends ber, and ſo hies away to the Church, thinking with 2 wretched im- 
piety to cloak this her ſecond mucther, as her former, under the veil of Religion and pifty., but 
her Hopes, and the Devil thar gave chem her, will now deceive her, 

De Sal-z her Husband ftriving and ſtrugling for life againſt the pangs of death ; fear and 
haſte (contrary to her intent :n4 mind) had ſo made his murtherous Wife's band ſhake and 
tremble, as ſhe did not ſo fully cut his Throat-bole, but he cculd yet both cry and groan, which 
hedid very moutnfully ; and, which indeed was ſoon over-heard by a man and a maid-ſervant 
of his, who only remained inthe houſe, who hearing their Maſter's voyce, and haſtily running 
up, at theſe his pitiful and lamentable out-cryes; Repping to his aſſiſtance, they hear him 
( with his beſt power ) utter theſe fearful ſpeeches ; That Strumpet my Wife hath killa me : © that 
ſre-Devil my wife hath murthered me, Whereat they cry out at the Windows to the Neighbours 
for help, alledging that cheir Mafter is murthered The Neighbours aſſemble, andrhear him 
report ſo much ;- ſo they ſend away for his Confeſſor, and the Lieutenant Criminal; to both 
whom he again confeſſeth, T hat it is the Strumper his Wift, who bath murthered him. And then 
raihog himſelf up in his bed, ( with aymuch ſtrength as his dying wound would permit him ) 
he taking them both by the bands, with infinite ſighs and rears reveals to them, chat he it was 
who at the ſeducivg of the Devil, had tiifled bis Father Argentier to death in Pars, that he did 
it only to marry this whore his murtherous wife La Hay ; that the killing of his Father, yea, 
the very remembrance thereof, infinitely grieves his heart and ſoul, and for the which he in- 
tinitely repenteth himſelf, and beſeecheth the Lord of mercy, in mercy to forgive it him ; gnd 
likewiſe prayed all that iwere preſent to pray unto God for him; and theſe were his laſt words, 
for now his.fleeting and fading breath would permit him to ſay no more. | 

A!l that were preſent are amazed at this lamentable confeſſion of is, to ſee that he ſhould 
murther his Father, and his execrable wife, well near himſelf , ſo they all glorifte God for the 
deteRtion and diſcovery hereof: Butthe Lieutenant Criminal, and the Counſellors his aſſociates 
ſtep to the Window, and conſult to have him hanged, whiles he is yer living, for the mur- 

® thering of his Father. But De Salez ſaves them chat labour , for there and then he ſinks into his 
bed, and dyes away before them ; ſo they inſtantly ſearch che Houſe and City for this wretched 
Murthereſs La Hay, whom impious and bloody Strumpet, they at laſt find in the Dominican 
Frier s Church at a Sermon, from whence with much obloquy and indignity they drag her to pri- 
ſon, where they charge her with the murther of her 1Husband De Sal-z, which the Devil as yet 
will not permit her to confeſs; but being adjudged.by them to the Rack, ſhe at the very ficlt cor- 
ment confeſleth it. 

Upon which ſeveral murthers, the Criminal Fadges of the Towrnells proceeded to ſentence ; 
So firlt, they adjudged the dead body of De Salez, ter ſo 11huraanly murdering his Father Ay- 
gentier, to be half a day hang'd by the heels ro the common Gallows, and then to be burnt to 
Aſhes, which was accordingly executed : Then they adjudg his Wife La Hay, for murthering 
him, the next day to be ſtrangled, then burnt ;:ſo that night ſome Divines deal wich herin 
Priſon about the ſtate ot her ſoul, whom they find infinucely obdurated through the vanity 
of her youth, andthe rempration of the Devil; but they work effeually with her, and ſo 
at laſt, ( by the mercies of God ) draiy hcr to contrition and repentance; when willing her not 
to charge her ſoul with the concealing of any other crime ; and ſhewing her the dangers there. 
of, ſhe very freely, yet ſorrowfully confeſſeth, how ſhe it was, char for three hundred Crowns, 
had cauſed the Emperick, Michazle to poyſon La Frange, forthe which ſhe told them, ſhe was 
now exceedingly repencaat and ſorrowful : Whereot the Divines ( ſith it was not delivered 
them under the ſeal of Confeilion ) advertiſing the Judges, they all wonder at Gods providence, 
ro ſee how all theſe murthers are diſcovered and burit forth, one in the neck of the other , ſo 
they alter her ſentence, and for theſe double murthers, they condemn her, to have her right 
hand cut off, and then to be burnt alive : and ſo they make curious inquiry and reſcarch to appre- 
hend this old bloody Varlet AMichaele. 

In the mean time, that very afternoon, this miſerable and murtherous Curteſan Ls Hay, 
though to the grief of her ſorrowful Father and Siſters, yet to the joy of all Tholenſe, is 
brought and faſtned tothe ſtake, where her hand being firſt ſtruckoff, ſhe with many ſighs 
and tears, delivereth theſe words : That her crimes were ſo foul and odious, as ſhe yas aſha- 
med to [odk either God or Man in the face : That ſhe was very ſorrowful for caufing Ls 
Frangeto be poyloned, asalſo for murthering of her Husband De Satez,, whoſe wealth ſhe only 
affirmed ſhe loved, but not himſelf, the which ſhe wholly attributed to the luſt and vanity of 
her youth, to her negleR of prayer, and forſaking of God; which made the Devil ſo ſtrong - 
with her, andhe with the Devil; and which was tbe ſole cauſe and ground of this her miſe. 
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rable ruiu aud defiruction; the with tears and prayers beſought the Lord to be good unts her 
ſoul , and ( lifting up her cyesand hands to Heaven) likewiſe beſeeches the whole Aſſembly 
to pray heartily unto God for her : when, recommending her Soul into the hands ot her Re- 
deemer, the tice being alighted, her body was toon conſumed to aſhes 3 whole lamentable, yer 
juſt end and puniſhment, cauſed a number of ſpectators to weep, as yet pitying licr youth aud 
beauty, as much as they detelied the enormity ot her crimes. 

And now tor this devillith and murtherous Emperick, Michaele, although as ſoon as he 
heard of La Hay's imprilonment, he (to (ave himlelt ) left Tholowſe, and ficd towards Caftres, 
diſguiſed in a Frycr's habit, with his Beard ſhaven : yet by the carc of the Court of Parliament, 
or rather by the unumediate tinger aud providence ot God, he is tound out, and brought back 
to Thlouſe , where, tor poyloning of Lz Frange, (thc which he now without thz Rack con'el- 
{cth) hc is adjudged to be broken on the Wheel, there to remaiu till he be dead, and then his 
body to be thrown into the River of Garroxez the which the fame day 15 accordingly execured 
and pcrformed, to the inhnite joy ot a!l the ſpectators ; but as he lived an 4thcilt, to he de(pe- 
rately dycd a Devil, without auy (hew at all, cither oft contrition or repentance z only he. vo» 
mited torth this wretched ſpecch : That becaulc the World had fomuch to tay te hum, he 
would ſay nothing to the World, but bad the Exccutioner dilpatch him, 

Now by the fight of this mourntul and bloody Hiitory , the Chriftian Reader may obſerve 
and ſee how Gods Revenge doth (iil] eriumph agaiatt Marther, and how he in his due time and 
providence dothalluredly {till detect and puniſh ic. It is a Hiltoxy which may terve to deter 
and fore-warn all young Gentlemen,not to trequent the companies oft Whores and Strumpets; 
and all Sons not to tran{grels the will of their Parents, much leſs not to dare to lay violent 
hands on them. It 15 a Glals, whercin young Gentlewomen aygd Wives may to the lite ſee what 
bitter fruits and ſharp cuds ever attend upon Whoredom and Maurthcr : it1s a lively Eximple 
for all kind of Empericky and Drugfters whatſocver, to confider how (everely God doth iatalli-- 
, bly revenge and panith the Poy(ening ot his Saints and Children, In a word, it isa Leſſon and 
Cavcat tor all people, and tor all degrees of people, bat eſpecially ot Chriltians, ( who protefs 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, not only to detelt thele toul fins of Revenge and Murther in others, but 
to hatc and abhor them in themlelves : which that all may cudeavour to practice and per» 
form, grant good God, who indced art the only Giver of all Goodnels. 
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Albemare cexſeth Pedro and Leonardo to murtber Baretano 3 and be after marrieth Clara, whore 
Beretano firſt ſought to marry, He cauſeth his man Valerio to poyſon Pedro in Priſon z, and by a 
Letter which Leonardo ſent him, Clara perceives that ber Hwband Albemare bad bired and 
cauſed Pcdro and Leonardo to murtber ber firſt Baretano ; which Letter ſhe reveals to the Fudg : 
fo be is banged, andlikgwiſe Valerio and Leonardo, for theſe their bloody crimes. 


ww Ith what face can we preſume to tread on the face of the Earth , or dare lift up our 
eyes tothat of Heaven , when our thoughts are ſo rebellious to conſpire, and our 
hearts and reſolutions (6 cruel, to embrue our hands in the innocent blood of our harmleſs 
and Chriſtian Brethren ? Thoughts they are _-_ in ſeeming to pleaſe our ſenſes, poyſon 
our hcarts, (and do therefore truly poyton our ſouls, becauſe they ſo fallely pleaſe vur ſen- 
ſes.) Reſolutions they are, which we cannot conceive or attempt with more inhumanity, 
than finiſh with miſery 3 ſith in thinking to ſend them to their untimely graves, we aſſu- 
rcdly ſend our ſelves to our own miſerable and infamous ends: whereof in this enſuing Hi- 
ſtory, we ſhall find many woful Precedents, and mournful Examples, in divers unfortunate 
and wretched perſons, who were born to happinels, net to infamy z, to proſperity, not to mi- 
ſery 3 if they had had fo much Grace to ſecure their Lives, Vanity and Impiety to ruin them. 
It is a Hiſtory purpolcly produced and penned for our deteſtation, not for our imitation ; fifth 
it isa point of (true and happy ) wiſdom un all men, to beware by other mens harms. Read 
it then with a full intent to profit thy ſelf thereby, and ſo thou mayeſt boldly and ſafely 
reſt aſſured , that, the ſight of their ſin and puniſhment, will prove the reformation of thine 

own. 
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Fruitfal and fair Lombardy is the Country 3 and the great, populous, and rich City of Milaz, 

( the Capital of that Dutchy ) the place where the Scene of this mournfu) and Tragical 
Hiſtory 15 lain, where perpetrated : the which tore-fetch from its firſt (pring and original, 
thereby the more truly to inform our curioſity , and inſtruct our knowledg. We mult then 
underſtand, that long fince the Duke vt Feria ſucceeded the Cornt de Faentes,as Vite-roy of that 
potent and flouriſhing Datchy, tor King Philip the third of Spain,his Maſter. Theye was native 
and reſident in that City,an ancient Noblc-rgan, termed Seignior Leonardo Capells, who in his 
younger years had marricd a Spaniſh Lady, and brought her trom Spain to Milla , termed 
Dat Mariz de Caſtiana ; he excecding rich and noble; and ſhe as noble and fair : he by his Fa- 
thex's fide allyed to Cardinal Charles Eorromeo, lince Sainted by Pope Paul V. ) flic by ber Mo- 
ther,to the preſent Duke of Albucurgue: he infinitely honoured tor his extraQion and wra!th; 
ſhe noleſs beloved and reſpected tor her beanty and vertues : and although there are- bur few 
Marriages coutractcd between the Millaneſes and Spaniards, and thole very ſeldome prove 
ſuccesful and -proſperous, in reſpect of the antipathy which for the molt part is hereditary, 
betwixt the commands of the Spaniards, and the ſubyetion of the Milaneſes ; yetit ſeemed 
that this of Capel and Caſtizrs, was hifi inſtituted in Heaven, ere confurmmated on Earth : 
for {0 {weetly did their years, humours, and attections, conjoyn and ſympathize, as although 
they were two perlons, yet I may truly athirm and fay, they had but one heart, affeQion, and 
deſire, which was mutually to pleaſe, and reciprocally to affe& and love each other. And as 
Marriages cannot be reputed truly happy and fortunate, if they be not bleſſed and crowned 
with the blcllings ot Children, ( which indeed is not only the fweeteſt life of human contefit, 
but alſo the belt and ſweeteſt content of our human life ) fo they had not been long married, 
ere God honoured them and their Nuptial Bed, with a beautiful and delicate young 
Daughter, termed Dona Clara, the only Child of their loyns,and Heir of their Lands and Ver- 
rucs; being indecd the true picture of themlelves, and the joyful pledg and ſeal of their intire 
and invaluable affections; who having over-palt her infancy, and obtained the cighteenth year 
of her age, ſhe was ſo exquititely adorned with beauty,and ſo excellently endued and enriched 
with vertues, as diſtinctly tor cither, or joyntly tor both, ſhe was, and was truly reputed, the - 
Paragon of Nature, the Pride of Beauty, the Wonder of Millat, the Glory of her Sex, and the + 
Phzmx of her Time. And becauſe the purity and perfetion of her Beauty deſerves to be ſeen 
through this dim Perſpedive, and the dignity of her Vertues known of the Reader in this my 
impoliſhed Relation, For the firſt, we, was of ſtature indifferently tall, but exceeding ſtraight 
and ſlender; her Hair either of a deep Cheſnut-colour, or rather of a light black; but to 
which moſt adhering and inclining, tancy might , but curiolity could difhcultly diſtinguith ; 
her complexion and tincture, rather of an amorous and lovely brown, than of a Rofeat and 
Lilly die 3 but yet fo (weetly pure, and purely ſweet, (and withal, rather fat thanlean) that 
no earthly object could more delight and pleaſe the cye, or raviſh the ſenſe. And for her eyes, - 
thole two relucent __ and Stars of Love,they were fo black and picrcing, that they had a 
* ſecrct aud imperious influence to draw all other eyes to gaze and do homage to hers, as if all 

were, bound to love her and ſhe (o modeſt, as if. purpolely fratned to love none but her ſelf. 
Neither did her Front, Lips, Neck,or Paps, any way d<tract;, but every way add to the per- 
{tion of her other excellencics of Nature : for, the firlt ſeemed to be the Prommtory ot the 
Graces. The ({econd, the Reſidence of Delight and.Pleaſure. The third, the Pyramids of State and 
Majeſty. And the fourth, the Hills and Valley ot *Love, But leave we the dainties ot her body, 
now, to ſpeak of the rarities and excellencics of her Mind;which I cannot rightly detine, whe- 
ther the curioſity and care of her Parents in her education, or her own mgenious apd apt in- 
clination to Vertue and Honour, were more predominant in her : for in citherFor rather in - 
both, ſhe was ſo exquiſite and excellent, that in Languages, Singing, Muſick, Dancing, Wiſdom, 
Temperance, and Modeſty, ſhe was fo fully compleat and rare, that to give her her duc, and no 
more, ſhe could not be paralleV'd by any young Lady of Lombzrdy , or Italy, nox equaliz'd bur 
by her felt. 

” Bhus if her noble extraction, aftd Father's wealth, made her ſurmount others, and her de- 
licious {weet beauty and vertues excel her (clf,no marvel if thoſe Adamants , and thefe excel- 
tencics draw divers of the beſt Cayalicrs and chiefeſt Gallants, both of Millzn and Lombardy,to at- 
ict and ſeck her in marriage: and indecd,although ſhe be fought by divers of them with much 
reſpect and honour,anſwerable in all regards to her rank and quality 3 yet neither het Parents, 
or {clt, are {o much importuned by any, as by Seignicr Giovant Albemare, a young noble Gentle- 
man of the City, who was adorned and fortified with theſe hugnan priviledges, to'be well de- 


({cended,rich, and of ſome twenty hve years old; a match in the eye and cenſure of rhe World; 
X 2 yes, 
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yca, and in all outward appearance correſpondent and equivalent 3 if his generous perfeRions 


and vertues had para!lel'd hers, orif the candor and fincerity of her afteQtiou had not julily | 


tranſported her thoughts and heart from hin, becauſe ſhe had tormetly fixed and ferled chem 
on another Gentleman, younger of years than Albemare, but in all other reſpects, as well of 
Natare, as Fortune, every way his Superior , named Scignior Alphonſus Baretanoga young G:n- 
tlemin of one of the noble(t Families of Millan , of fome cightcen years old., whoſe Father 
was lately deceaſed, and had Icft him ſole heir co many rich Lands and Poſſclhons; but (with- 
all)excecdingly entangled in Law,an.l engaged m many Debts and Mortgages, whereunto the 
vanity and prodigality of his youth had deeply precipitated and ingulphed him ; which con- 
ſcquently refleting and falling on his Son, we ſhall fee will prave a inderance to his marri- 
age,and an obſtacle to his content and preterinent. But tooblerve ſome order and decorum in 
the conduction and relation of this Hittory, we mult briefly be informed , That as of all che 
Beautics of Lombardy, Albemare only chictly affe&ecd and loved Glars ; ſo, of all the Cavaliers of 
the world, Clarz aftc&ed and loved nv other but Baretano : for, as conformity of years, man- 
ners, and inclinations, breed a ſympathy in aticions; ſo they, in their tender youth, often fre- 
quentedone the other's company, tometimes at the Dancing-and Mulick-Maſters, but many 
times at Weddings, Feaſts, and noble Aſſemblies; being well near 25 cqual in age, as f com- 
plexion and ſtature. Again, the vicinity of their reſidence, added much to the combining and 
enflaming ot- their affetions; for they were oppoſite in nothing but in their Manſion-houles, 
from whoſe Galleries and Windows, many times publickly, but more often by tealth , their 
cyes could not refrain to tilt at each other with the invitible Launces of Love and Aﬀc&ion; 
which bred ſuch a habit, and that habit (ſo powerful) a ſecond nature, that it was now become 
1:npoſlible for them not to gaze each on other : ſo asit the'innocency of their puerility made 
them'delight in each other's fight and company with defirez ſonow their more ripe years in- 
force them to delire it with deletation: for when as yet they were'fo young,as they knew not 
the inltin& and influence of Nature ( which cannot be taught by a more powerful or ingeni- 
ous Txtrix than her ſelf ), yet they never met, but kiſſed; nor kifſed, but as tf their hearts and 
thoughts checked their lips for taking ſuch ſhort farewels each ot other. But now when their 
years had proclaimed them both very capable to march under the Standard of Hymeners, this 
Venus, me that Adonis, ( for ſo her freſh beauty,and his flouriſhing youth ( with as much right 
as fame in Millaz)generally entituled them) they felt ſome pleaſure wanting, which as yet they 
could not find; and theretore no marvel if they deſired to find that which they wanted : fo 
aS burning in affeion each to other, Clara hearing ſpoken of a Husband , inhnitely withed 
that Baretano were hers; and when he heard of a Wife, he ardently longed, and fervently de- 
fired, that Clara were his.” Neither can I rightly fay, whether he were more atieFionate m his 
conſtancy to her, or ſhe conſtant and reſolute in her affection to him ; fo that as heretofore 
they hardly kngw the way to kiſs, now time ( running on her ſwitt carger ) had taught them 
. to defire to marry; and that whereas formerly Baretano only termed Clara his (weet Maid, and 
ſhe him, her dear Friend 3 now Love had ſuggeſted and given them new delires, and therefore 
new Epithets : for ſometimes, as well in earneſt as in jett, he could not refrain to term her his 
ſweet Witcz nor ſhe him, her dear Husband : and herein their tongues were only but tho out- 
ward Heralds of their inwardhearts, as their hearts were of their more ſecret and retired de- 
fires. Andas fervent loveand true diſcretion very ſeldom concur and meet; ſo although af- 
tection made them rich in inventing new invengions to meet and kils; yet they were fo poor, 
or rather ſo blind in diſcretion, as they could not bear their affecions in {ecretie and ltilence, 
but by this time they are bewrayed to their Parents, and divulged to thcir acquaintance ; but 
j3f any grievgand ſtorm at this unexpeQed news, it is firſt Albemare, then Capello and Caftians, 
betwixt whom there was a ſecret promiſe, and verbal contra, That he, and no other. ſhould 
marry their Daughter. ? - 

Thus we ſec, that Albemare and Bareteno are become Competitors and Rivals'in"their affe- 
Qtions; for either of them affeQ Clars as the Miſtris of their thoughts,and both adore her as the 
Queen-Regent of their defires. But; as they ſympathize in Pucix hopes,to purchaſe her to their 
Wife ; ſothey differ in the means and progreſs of their reſolutions , how to obtain her. For, 


whiles Beretano fues the Daughter betore her Parents » ſo doth Albemare the Parents. before * 
their Daughter : but what eticsand ends theſe beginnings will produce, ye ſhall ſhortly ſte, 


and they themſelves very ſoon both feel and find. ; 
Capello and Cajtiana (as we have formerly ſaid ) with muctraffliction and grief underſiand- 
12g ot their Daughter's affection to Baretano, and reciprocally of his to her, they (with much 
1mpaticnce and paſſion) relate Tt to Albemare, whoſe affection to Clara hath made him ſo ſubcil 
towards them , as although his heart knows this'news, yet he makes his tongue deny®*the 
kuowledg 


- 


- KI 


Hliſt. XIT. Albemare and Clare. 
knowledg thereot, when protciting ot hisintire and fervent affection to her, aud that he mutt 
itcher wed her,or his Grave; they conſult on this important bufineG, how they may dethro- 
pello Baretano, and inthronize Albemzre in the chair and choice of Clarg's affeEtion : as for Ca- 
niz and Caftiana, they (o highly atte& A/bemare's great and free Eſtate, and fo dildaintully 
hate the intricate incumbrances of Bareteno's, as they vow their reſolutions ſhall fail by the 
Compals of his defires 3 and he in exchange, that his afteQions and deſires ſhall Gill ftcer theis 
courte by that of their reſolutions. So trom th? matter of *their aZreement, they procecd to 
the manner how to effect it ; to which end her Father and Mother fingle their Daughter 
apart, and in mild and fair terms, demand of her what hath patt betwixce her and Baretaxo , 
and whether ſhe be ſo fimple and inconſiderate, to take fo poor a Gentleman for her Husband, 
whoſe Eſtate is ſo weak and ſmall, as it cannot welbmaintain himſelf, much leſs her. Clara al- 
ready prepared and armed by her atfection to receive theſe or the like ſpecches from her Pa- 
rents, having twice or thrice metamorphoſed the Lillies of her Cheeks into Roſs, very tem- 
perately and modeſtly returns them this diſcreet and reſpedive an(wer : | 

That as ſhe mult necdsafhrm, ſhe is confident of Baretano's affeQtion to her;ſo ſhe muſt as tru- 
ly deny, that as yet he had ever motioned her tor marriage;zwhich if he had, conſidering that 
his Birth, Means,and Vertucs,were fuch as every way deſerved not only her equal, but her ſu- 
perior, ſhe is enforced to reveal them, that ſhe loves him (© tenderly and dearly, as, if her will 
and pleaſure be not contradicted by theirs, it will be not only her joy,but her tclicity, to accept 
and take him for her Husband, before all others of the world. 

But this modeſt anſwer of hers,they hold roo peremptory tor a Child to give,and Parents to 
receive z as it it ſavoured more of irregular zeal to Baretano,than of due reipe and ob: dicuce 
ro themſelves: yet the ſooner to divert her from her own deſires and, refolutions,to.niake her 
flexible t5 theirs, they as yet hold it fit,rather to continue mild than imperious towards hcr; 
and i0 by depraviug the deferts,and debaſing the merits of Baretgno,to _ extol and 1: -- 
nihe thoſe ot Albemare, as if the firtt were only a Foy], and the ſecond a rick Diamond, wort:; y 
of her affetipn and wearing : and indeed, fo exquiſite and excellent a Cavalier they depaiue 
him to her in the richeſt frame and pomp of all his praifes,as well of the endowments of mind, 
as of thoſe of Fortune, that they leave no infinuating Oratory uncſlayed,uor perſwalive attempt 
unattempted; to make her ſhake hands with Baretano , and conſequently to extend her arms 
and heart to receive and retainAlbemare:but although ſhe were young in years and experience, 
yet love in this fragrant and flouriſhiug ſpring of her youth, had ſo refined her judgment; and 
indoctrinated and prompted her tongue, that her thoughts, commanded and marſhalled by 
her heart, and both by her defires and afteQions to Baretano,the confuſedly intermixing aft in-' 
cerrupting her words with many far-fetch*d broken fighs,again returns her Parents this reply; 

If your Age will nor, yet my Youth, or rather my heart informs me, That Baretaxo as far 
exceeds Albemare in the priviledges of the mind and body, as Albemare doth him inthoſe of 


b- Fortune : but that my reſolutions and anſwers may anſwer and correſpond with my obedi- 
ence, Although 1 love Baretano, yct I will hiever hate, rather honour Albemare; but to make + 


' hitn my Husband, or my (elf his Wife,if Earth have, I hope Heaven hath nor decreed it; and 
I humbly beſcech you, that this may reſt your rc{olution, as I afſuredly think ic ſhall and will 
remain rgin?, ; | 
Capello and Caſtians, ( like diſcreet Parents ) ſceing their Daughter Clara wholly wedded 
( in a manner ) to the ſingularity of her own will,they yet conceive it to be far more requilite 
to revert her reaſons by tair means, than refute and refel them by force, fith love and diſcre- 
tion hath {fill reference to that, and this relation ſtill to choler , many times to repentance : 
whereupon, minding her of the bleſſings which infallibly attend filial obedience , an mi- 
ſeries and curſes which individually wait on contempt and diſobedience, hoping t ime 
will effe& that which importunity cannot 3 they as then leave her to-her thoughts , and ſhe 
' them to their care, caring for nothing ſo much, nay, I may well ſay, for nothing elſe, than to, 
{ce her affection divorced from Baretano,and contracted and wedded to Albemare, who having, 
curious correſpontlence and intelligence with them, he isever and anon aſcertained, not only 
what hath) but what doth paſs betwixt them and their Daughter; and withal, is adviſed 
by them, to delay no time, bur to frequent and haunt her as her Ghott and ſhadow ; yea, and 
no more to conceal his affeqion and ſuit from her , but to 4c<quaint Millzx therewith, fith it 
was no diſparagement, but rather an equal honour for him to match with Clara, and Clars 


| * with him. Which concluded betwixt Capello and Caſtians, Albemare is ſo far from rejecting 


this advice and counſel, as he emibraceth it with much joy and deleQation, and vows (though 
with the peri of his life ) to perſevere and purſue her in marriage. To which end, autho- 


r:2edas well by his own affe&ion, as their authority, Clars-is neither abroad, nar at _ 
.% 3 e 


” ”— IIoo eAOeE——Io—_. oo — ow 


—+ a —Y ww ” 


— 


4 


God's Revenge againſt Murther. Book III: 
but he meets her,gives away all time from himſelt, to give himfelt to her; {0 as it ſeems to the 
cyc of the world,that Capelto*s houſe is now become his, and that his Daughter Cars likewite 
ſhortly ſhall bezyca,he adds ſuch curiotity to his care,and fuch care to his aftection in courting 
her, as ſhe cannot be either at Maſs or Veſpers,but he is either with her, or near her,aud when 
in (olcmn pomp or 7eal ſhe viſits the Doms ( or Cathedral Church ) of that Cityzand in it the 
Shrine ot the new St. Charles, then he waitsand attends on her at the Porch-ſtairs, fometumes - 
with his Coach, but many tirges ( as the cuttom of Milan is ) on his Feot-cloth, and prancing 
Barbary-horfe, to conduCt her home; yca,and not to failin any complement ot an accompliſh- 
£d Lovct; beſides the harniony of his own infinuation and folicitation) he greets her with rich 
Preſents, and ſalutes her with all variety of Mclodious Mulick,and mcllitluous Voices: but all 
this notwithſtanding, althuugh he every Way ule his belt art and induſtry, and her Father and 
Mother their beſt skill to maks her flexible to his defires, and their pleaſure 4 yet ſhe, as having 
her thoughts fully bent and fixed on her dear and ſweet Byretaxo , looks haggard ang averic 
on Albemare, giving, him ſuch general anſwers,and cold entertainment, as he (ceth he hath tar 
more reaſon to deſpair, than hope to obtain her. Whereupon, doubting ot her attc&ion; he 
hath again recourſe to her Parents love, who to confirm and ſeal it him , ſeeing fair mcaus 
will net prevail with their Daughter, they refolve to ule force, and fo to add threats to their 
requeſis,and choler to their perſwaſtons,to make her abandon Bareta#0,and embrace Albemave, 
But if the firſt prevail not with her,the ſecond cannot; for ſhe now tells them plainly,that ſhe 
neither can nor will aftc& any man for her Husband, but Baretano : and yet the is fo far from 
any detcrminate reſolution to marry him, as ſhe athrms, That their Will ſhall be her Law,and 
their Pleaſure, her Reſolution, 

Whiles thus Albemare in the way of marriage ſeeks out fair and ſweet Clars publickly , no 
leſs doth Baretano privately 3 and although with leſs vanity and oftentation, yct he hopes 
with tar more fortanacy and luccels , as grounding his hopes upon theſe reaſons : That -in 
heart and ſoul Clars is only his, as both in foul and heart he is hers :- lo heentertains her 
many tines. with his Letters; and yet got to thew himſelf a Novice in diſcretion, nor a Cow- 
ard in aftetion, he making her content, his commands; as ſhe did his deſires, her telicity 3 he, 
in remote Churches and Chappels, ( tor whoſe number Millan exceeds Rome .) hath both the 
happineſs and honour privately to meet her, where if they violate the ſanity of the place, 
in conferring and cherifhing their affections 3 yer. they ſanQihe their affe&ions , in defiring 
that ſome Church or Chappel might inveſt and crown them with the retigions honour and 


| holy dignity of Marriage. For having; jeſtcd of love heretofore, now Jike true Lovers they 


hencctorth reſolve to love, not in eſt, but in earneſt : and as of their two hearts they have al- 
weady made one; ſo now they mean anJ intend to diſpoſe of their bodies, thereby to make 
one of two. And this is their (ole defire; and this, and only this, is their chiet delight, and 
mot pleaſing deſires and wiſhes. ; 
But asit is the nature of Love, for Lovers to deſire to ſee none but themſelves, and yet are 


' feen.ot many fo this their familiarity and frequent meeting, is again reported to her Father 


and Mother, whereat they murmur with griet, and grieve with diſcontent 'and affliction : 
and now not to ſabſtract, but ro add to their vexation, it is reſolved between our two young 
amorous Turtle-Dovcs, Beretano, and his fair Clarz, that he ſhould publickly nfbtion them 
for her in Marriage 5 which he in wonderful fair terms, and orderly | pena ( as well by his 
Friends, as himſclt ) performeth. When, contrary to his wiſhes, but not his expe&ation, they 
give him fo cold entertainment, and his ſuit ſuch poor and ſharp acceptance, as they { in afte- 
Ction zcal to Albemare ) not only deny him their Daughter, but their Houſe © an an(wer 
fou , and therefore ſo unjuſt, as might grve a teſtimony ſome way of their care, yet no 
way Of their diſcretion to themſelves, or affeQion to their Daughter. 'And here 1 muli 
confels, that I can difficultly define whether this reſolution and anſwer of Capelto ard Caſtia- 
#32, more delighted Albemare, diſcontented Baretano, or afflicted Clara ; who although in the 
entrance of their Loves, their hopes ſeen!'d to be nipt, and their defires croſt by the frowns 
of their Parents, yet they love each other fo tenderly and deafly , as theſe 'diſcontents not- 
withſtanding , they will not retire, but are reſolute to advance in the progreſs of this their 
chaſt and fervent affection : and although their commands ſcem to give a law to her obe- 
dience, in not permitting her to be frequented of Baretano; yet her obedience is ſo enforced 
to take a more ſtronger of her affection, as deſpight her Parents malice and jealoufic towards 
them, when they are (ſweetly fleeping in their beds, then is their Daughter Clars waking 
with Baretano, and he with her, often-times walking and talking in the Arbours, and billing 
In the cloſe Galleries of the Garden; which they caunot conceal or bear ſo cloſely, but her 
Fathcr andMother have exact notice and iritclligence thereof by ſome of their truliy ſervants, 

; whom 


[ 
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Hiſt. XII.  Albemareand Clara: 
whom they had purpolcly appointed as Centinels to efpy and diſcover their mettings. Where- 
upon ( as much in hatred to Barzt2#9, as in atfection to Albemare ) knowing that it the cauſe 
be once removed, the cticct is ſubject {oou to follow and enſue; they very fuddeuly and pri- 
vatcly ſend away their Daughter from Millan to Modena, by Coach, there to be mewed and 
p-nt up with the Lady Emc!iz her Aunt; and,belides herWaiting-Gentlewoman Adrizn2.none 
to accompany and conduct her,but only Albemare,hoping that ina ſmall time, his preſence and 
importunatc {olicitations, would deface the memory of Baretaxo, to cngrave his own in the 
heart and thoughts of his ſweet Clara; who,poor ſqul,feeing her ſelf exiled and baniſhed from 
the ſociety of her Baretano's fight and company , wherein under Heaven ſhe chiefly and only 
delightedzthe hereat doth,as it were,drown her (clt in the Occau of her tzars,fterming as well 
at the cruelty of her Parents, a5 at her own affliction and-misfortune 3 and no lefs doth her Ba- 
retany for the abſence of his ſweet Saint and dear Lady Clara: for as their atfzQion, fo their 
afthction is equal; now mourning as much at cach other's abſence , as formerly they rejoyced 
and triumphed in agir preſence. But, although the jealouhie of Capello aud Caftians were very 
careful tb watch and oblerve Baretano in Milan; and the zeal and att:Fion of Albemarc's, 
fafcly to guard, and (weetly toattend on Clara in Modena : yet as he ſuppreſſed, flames forth 
with more violence 3 and Rivers (topped, overflow with more impetuoltty; ſo deſpight of the 
one*s vigilancy, and the other's jealoulic, though Baretaxe cannot be ſo happygand bleſſed ro 
ride over to Modena, to fee and (alute his Clara: yet Love, which iz the reh@# of inventions 
and wit, and the poliſher of judgment, cannot yct detain him from viliting her with his Let- 
ters, the which'in reſpect of the hard agcecls and difficult paſſage to her, he is enforced to ſend 
* her by ſubtil means and ſecret meſſengers. And the better to overſhadow the curioſity of his 
Arts, and the Art of hisatfection herein z he, among many others, makes uſe of a Fryer and a 
Hermit, for the conveyance of two Letters to Modena, to his Lady 3 which (as fit Agents wor 
- fuchamorous employments) they (with more cunning and hdclity, than zcal and religion ) 
ſafely delivered her, and likewiſe returned him her an{wers therecot. And becauſe the fervency 
of their affections and conitancies,cach to otheggare more lively depainted'and repreſented in 
theſe two,than in any other of their Letters: therefore I thought my ſelf in a manner bound 
here toinſert them, to the end to give the better ſpirit and grace to their Hiſtory, and the faul- 
ler atisfaction and content to the curioficy of the Reader, Tit which Baretano ſent Clara up- 
on her departure from Milla to Modena, by the Fryer, ſpake thus : 


"= 


—_ _— 


BARETANO to CLARA. 


OW juſtly may I term my ſelf unfortunate, fith I am enforced to be miſcrable, before I know what 
H belongs to bappineſt? For, if ever I found any content, or Heaven upon Earth , it was only in 


tby ſweet preſence , which thy ſudden abſence, and unexpeticd exile , -bath now made , at leaft , my 
Purgatory, if not my Hell. Fair Clara, judg of by Baretano by thy ſelf , what's matcbleſs grief it is 
to my heart, and a beart-killing terror to my thoughts, to ſee thee made captive to'my Rival, and that 
the Fates and thy Parents ſeem to be ſo propitious to bis defires , and ſo inexorable and cruel to mine; 
That I maſt live alone in Millan without thee, and be alone ix Modena with thee, which makgs, that 
I know not whether IT more envy bis joy, or lament and pity mine own ſorrows and afflicliong, Bus 
if I have any fenſe or ſhadow of comfort in this my calamity, it only conſiſts in this, that 4s thou car ' 
riedft away my heart with thee, fo thou wilt vouchſafe to return me thine in thy Letter, by a reciproeal 
requital and exchange. * For if thou neither bring me thy ſelf, nor ſend me that, I may be ſought in 
Millan, b=e found xo where but in Heaven. Were I priviledged by thy conſent, much more authori- 
zedby thy command, I would ſpeedilyratber fiye than pf 80 thee : for fair and dear Clara, as thou 
art my ſole joy, and ſoveraigh felicity \, ſo, whiles I breatbe ths air of life, thy will ſhall be my law, thy 
command, my compaſs , and thy pleaſure, my reſolution. 2 
WW | BARETANO. 


Her Anſwer returned bythe Fryer, to Baretano at More td _this ctfect : 
CLARA to BARETA NO. 


I* is for none but our ſelves to*judg, bow equally we participate and ſhare of miſery , in being depri- 

vedof each others preſence., Tru termeſt my abſence cither thy Pargatory, or « thy Hell : 

my afflitions and torments, for thixe, are ſo great, and withall ſ7 infinite, as I havewall the equity and 

reaſon of the world, to repute them not only one, but both. Thou art miſtaken in the point of my thral- 

dm, for whiles Albemarc vows himſelf to be my Captive,I diſdain to be bis,and bath vow and triumph 
og - 
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zo be only Barctano?s. I know nat whether T b we brought thy beart with me to Modena ;, but ſure I 
am, I I;ft mine with thee in Millan. If my Parents ſeem uw pleaſing and propitiow to him, I am yu 
ſ» far from deſpair, as I confidently bope the Fates will not prove eruel or in.xorableto thee, and'inth.e 
to my ſelf ; but rath:r, tbat a little time will change their reſolutions and decrees , ſub they cannor our 
aff, ions and cmitaney. If Clara be thy for joy, and [wocraign felicity, wol.fs is Barctauo bers: and 
albeit 1 could with either thu bere with my (if in Modena, or T there with thee in Millan yet ſrech 
is my Aunt Emelia*s care, 41d A\bumar.”s jcalouſic over me , that wert thou in thu City , thou 
coaldii difficultly ce me, but impoſſioly ſpeaz, with mc : wherefore reſram 8 whiles, and It thy Fours 
ney bither to me, he cntled erc began, yet with this proviſo and condition, that the cauſe thereof, tby af- 
felon to me, be begun, never to be e1d.d: and think, that my ſay 21d exile bere ſhall be as ſhort ,as ad 
ther my biſt art in my ſelf can invent, or trueft zeal to thee, ſuzgeſt, In rbich interim, let ws ſolace our 
ſelves, and viſit cach other by the Ambaſſadors of our Hearts, I mcan our Letters : and this reſolve, my 
dear Barctano, that during our abſcnce, whiles thou doſt feaſt on my Idea , I will not fail toſurfeit on 
th.nc, 


CLARA 


Birct 29s other Letter, ſent Clirz to Modena, by the Pilzrim, was couched and penned in 
thelc terms. 
E. BARETANO to CLARA. 


AN not thy requeſts ( in thy la} Letter ) granted ont a Probibition againſt my deſires and wiſhes, 

I bad long finccleft Millan,to bave ſeen Modena, #nd init thy ſelf, my ſweet and dear Lady: but 
] ſpeak it to my preſunt comfort, and future conſolation and joy, that it 15 exceſs, #9t want of aff, lion, 
nhich intuſcth this provident care, and careful providence, to thy reſolutions, to the end that thy return 
mals w 4 joyful, as thy departure ſ\rrowful , and conſequently , that the laſt prove as ſweet rento our + 
hearts and thaughts, as the firt was bitter. Andyct believe mc, dear Clara, that my affcCion 3; ſo entire 
and fervent to thee, becauſe Thu ww thine is reciprgeally ſo to my ſelf , that I deem it not only capable to 
make diffieult things eaſie, but, which is more, 1mP#ſpble things p«ſiible : for, for thy ſake, what would 1 
11 attempt ? and to cnjoy thy fight and preſence, wbat would I leave unperformed ? But if thu wilt not 
permit me to come to thee t0 Modgaa, nor yet ſpeedily reſolve to return to me to Millan, Sorrow will 
then prevent my Joy, and Dc{pair, my Hope : for, if thou baſten not thy arrival, andour interview, 
fickneſs will be my death IVert thou as kind, as fair , or as affettionate , as I am forvent in affetion, 
ton wilt thn rather ſuffer me to live with tÞ.e, thai: to dye for thee : for in this reſt confident , that if 
thou deny me that requett, Icann:t Nature this tribute, my Aﬀeion this bomage, or thy Beauty this 
ſ acrifiee, 


BARETANO, 


AnJ1 Clara her Anſwer hereuuto, returned to Millan to Baretane, by the foreſaid Pilgrim, was 
traccd in theſe words : 


x 


CLARA'to BARET ANO. 


HE laſt commund »f my Parents, and the firſt reſolution of my Aunt Emelia, aud my ſuitor Al- 
bem2re, bave now reduced me to ſoſtrifl a ſeqiuiſtratizn (or rather captivity)as only my thoughts, 
bardlymy pen, bath the freedom ond jorver 1+ fignific thee ſo much, But as calm enſite tempeſts, and 
ſin-ſhine, ſharecrs \, ſe I veſeech th.e to brook 1t with as much patience, as I do with grief, ard xot only * 
bope, but reſolve, that violence is never permanent, and all extreams ſujet to revolution aud change. 
IWbcrefore, my dear Baxctano, cnſide? and think with thy ſelf, that my ſtay from Millan, ard tby pro- 
bibiti-n from Modena, bath bi; #wo-f ld excuſe that is in my will, but not as yet in my power to per- 
form \, audthis will rather þindcr, than any way advaiice the accompliſhing of our deſires 1. ſith a little 
time may «ffci] that with my Parents, which I fcar importunity will never : neither can thy beart fo 
much long for my fight, or wiſh-for my preſence, as my ſoul dh for thine : ſith to give thee but one word 
for all, Thy ſelf, andonly thy ſelf, ar®both the life of my joy, and tht jby of my life. A thouſand times 
a day Iwiſh Modena wire Millan; and again as oficn, th:t Albemare were metamorphoſed into Bare- 
tang. Thereforc 1 am ſo far frompreventing thy jay, as, thugh at the price of 'my death, Tamready to, 
ſacrifice my life for the preſerv#tian of thine, as alſo for the baniſhing vf thy deſpair. Write me not then 
of thy ſrekneſr Jeſt thou 8s ſoon bear of my death : and 1 know not what requeſt to deny thee, fith Thave 
already grantedend given thee my ſclf, which is all tht cither Tcangive, or thou deſire : cheriſh thy 
Self for my ſakg, and Iwill thy remembrance for min:; PR * 
CLARA, 


Hiſt. X Il. Whhemare. and Clara. _ 


—C 


fig Icaguc, and rick and content triexdihip, there was contracted and ictlcd betwixt them, 
41v what a hcl their 2v9t nce Was cach to others thoughts ind contemplations, In tic me 
time, winles barctage cnrortutins Clilira with Letters, Atlbemare doth with words: whercim th. 
with his butt Rhetocick and Oratory,to draw her to his defires3 (and withal, to litten and elpy 
vur, it there pats any patlages of Letters, or uther corretpondency betwixt them. Which al- 
though Clare ber attection tt Beret ata VOW, and hcr dr{ciction to her felt refolve, to conceal 
aud obſcure trom 4/bimure, yet io,hi re tall ont a ttnificr aud unexpected accident, which will 
diicover and buwray itz ,yca,ard vt atl lides, and toa;l partics produce grict, torrow, choler 
and repentance, which in citect | brie fiy 15 chu, _ 

Cizrahad riatun, her former Letter font by the Pilgrim, toterm this her & queftration 
in Md a captivity, lincc the bounds of h.r Aunt Emeliz's ewo finall Gardeus, and the 
walls of h.r hitlc Fark, were tie limics wl.eramn her liberty was contined, and her felt, as it 
Wcre, il.mucd; tor tarther the was not permitted to £0, except to the Church with her Aunr 
in bcr Co.ch, but tiil! accot. panied by Albcmare, who |eit no minuts or occations, a5 well to 
{cc h« I, SIO I {cn of cr. New f0 g1Vec lUMm. riuUCE? though ngt PCace } ty hcr di{coatents, 
and thurchy {unewhat tocaimuhcmpetuctsy ot thole eempetts, which love had RGrirred up 
in her heart and thoughts tor the abtence oft her Barerane, fe. never better accompanied than 
whe: alony, fonviuncpitt avay tne mri mineis ct her time in w :x11g wm the Gardens, bur 
many tn. in the Park «© loic thur, tollowed only oy ber Watiing-gentle woman Adrianz , tor 
1 reipect of ka Auutsupkingne's, and 4/mari's joalortic, ſhe would nexther accept ot hcr 
familarity,nor ot i15conpany, Now to the nearelt end of the Park, not tr diftint txom the 
{ccond Garden, was a curious walk, rarkcd zbout with many rows of Sycumore-trecs, and at 
the farther ond theicot a clole o're-ſhidowed Buwer' yea, lo clole'y vetied,that the taycs of 
the Sun con!d neither pep in, to ſrorch the purcnets of Fer beauty, or to contend with the 
picrcing lutire and rcip!cndency of her eyes 3 and to this Buw-r,in 4 fair and clear day, Clara 
(about three 0: the clock aiter dinner) repairs, hiving ia her hand to dclude the time the old 
anioroas Hittory ot Hero and Leander, whych was very lately iHultrated, and newly reprinted 
in Mil:n,and Where indecd tor the contormity of their loves with her own, the took a fin- 
gular delight rw read but chat which gave {weeter multck to her thoughts, and telicity 'to 
her hcartund mind, were her Brretans 's ewo Letters * which we have tormerly feen ) and 
which as then the had purpoſely brought with hr to ſurvey and peruſe 3 yea,ſhe reads them 
ore again and again 3 2nd, to wiite the truth, more 0:tgn than there arc words, -or I think 
tyllablcs thercin contained ; but when ſhe defcends to his name, the cannot retrain from kif- 
- ing itz yea.and tach 1$ her tender love to Burct te, as the bd: wit with her tearsza thouland 
timcs ſhe withcd her (clt with him, or he with her, and bitterly blames the cruelty ot her 
Parents, tor {cparating thcir bodies, fith the not,onfly hoped, but aſſured her Wt, chat God 
had conjoyucd and united ther hrarts. Bir whites the in the middett of theſe paſſionate cx- 
lialics ſeems to be rapt up into the Hezven of joy, at the p-rulal of thefe Letters ot Baretano, 
and then again to be plunged into the hclbot torrow, at the confideratioa and remembrance 
of his abſence, the hears 2 voice, which the thinks is not far oft from her, wh-n looking torth 
th: Bow:r;and decming it to be that of her Waiting-genttkewoman, whom ſhe faw tomc- 
"what near her, gathering of Straw-berries and wild Lilh.s,the within a flight-ſhoot from her, 
p-recives it to be lier Lover but ant her Lov. )AZ3Gemere, wao rnowing her there in the Bower, 
and for want of oth.r talk, ip-uklog tothe Eecho, the gueited by nis courle,(C wherein ſhe was 
not deceived) that he had an intcne to falate aud ſpeck with hcr z waich ty prevent, becauſe 
it wholly diiplcaſcd -her, to be cambred with the company of ly unw<comed a gueſt as him- 
ſelf, the authily tolds up her Letters in her: Handkercher, and clapping them (at leaſt as the 
thought ) into the pocket of her Gown,takes her Book in her hand,and calling Adriana, trips 
away back towards the: G:rden, by the other tide of the Park, purpotc]y toelchew and avoid 
himfss indeed the did, | 

Albemve grieves to. fee Clur*s coyneS and cruelty toward himzalthough ſhe were departed 
forth the Park frotn hit, yer lais atteEtion 15 {o tervent to her,as te will uceds aſcend the Bow- 
er,cttreming ir not only 7 kind of content, but a blethng to his choughts, fith he cannot be 
where The 1s, y:rt rob: whzeethe hath been 3 when thinking to mount the ſtairs of the Bow- 
er,he unexpectedly at the loot therothonds the two Legers, whereot we have formerly ſpoke, 
which it ſeems lipt fortirot Czrrz's Huinkercher, as (he was putting it into her Pocket 3 Albe- 
mare takjng up the Letters, and ſeeing them directed to his ſweet Clira, he betwixt the ex- 
treams of {ove and jy, Riifech them again and again tor her fake z when fitting down in the 
Bower he betakes himfelt to ro24 and p{rule them, verily exp:Rting and hoping to gather and 

Y draw 


Ly Le rug Lewis 1 tine our Lovers,! the Reader may oblerve and remurk;, what-a 
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draw ſotnething from them which might tend to advance the prccels of his afte&tion towards her ; 
But when he had read the firſt, he was ſo extreamly perplexed and aftlicted, as he had hardly the 

atience to peruſe the ſecond: and yet at length haſtily and patſtonately cunning it over, and le-ing 
by all the CircumMtances thereof, that it was in vain for him any longer to hope for Clare, fith ſhe 
was Barintans's, and Barttans hers, be like one Lunatick, Rimps with hs foot, throws away his 
Hat, tears his hair for very grief and choler, now thinking to tear the Letters, and then to offer 
vo olence to himſelf Bat when the fumes and flames of this his folly were over-blowa, 
and that he had again recalled his wits to take place in the proper ſeat: f his judgment and diicre- 
tion ; then taking up his Hat, and pulling it down his eyes, he leavis ahe Bower and Park, and ſo 
goipg into the h- uſe, ſhes the the Lady Emelia ber Aunt; who prays him not to deſpair, bur 
that Bareteno's Letters notwithitanding, be himſelf ſhall ſhactly marry her Neece Clara ; only 
ſhe prays him for the two Letters, becavfe ſhe affi-ms, ſhe will to morrow ſend them to {lan to 
ber Father and Mother ; Whereih he ſaith, he will take advice of his pillow ;* when faſting out his 
Supper, he betakes himſelf to his Bed, toſee whether he can f1:ep away thoſe his paſſions and vexz= 
tions And by this tims Clara going to lock ap theſe two afore-ſaid Letters ia her Trunk, ſhe finds 
ber Handkercher, but mifſeth her Letters, whereat bluſhing for ſhame, - and then again looking pale 
for ſorrow. grief and anger, ſhe ſpecdily ſends aivay Adriana to the Boiyer, to look them, who re- 
turns without them, and then (he knsws for certain that Albemare hath found them ; whereu;0a for 
mecr grief and anger,feigning her ſelf fick,ſhe withdraws her (elf co her Chamber; ind there preſcatly 
betakes her (elf to her bed. 


I mywell (ay, that C/.r4 and Albemare betake themſelves to their beds ; but I am ſure not to 
theic relt ; For grief and love ſo violently aR their ſeveral paces io their hearts and thoughts, as ſigh 
they do, but f1:ep they cannot, Yea, their paſſions and ſorroivs are as different as their deſires ; 
for as 41bemare now grievcs that he hath found theſe Lette's ; ſo doth C/ar« that ſhe hath loſt them; 
and as he vows not to reſtore her them, ſo (he neither dares, and yet diſdaineth to demand them of 
him; Yea agzin, which is more, as their ſortoivs are different, ſo are their pretended conſolation, 
at leaſt if | may properly and tryly tearm them conſolations : For as Clare, although ſhe have loſt 
her Bayes :n0's Cadet yet rejoyce that ſhe ſtill retains the Writer and Author therec engraven 
and charzRered in her heart; ſo doth Albrmare, that now fully knowing Baretave to be his rival, 
and who by ll p:obability is like to beat his Miltreſs from him, he hath (as he unjuſtly conceives) 
a jult reiſon to be revenged, and a true occaſion to fight with him ; but as Clay a*s comfort and con- 
ſolation herein proceeds from true aff:Ricon , ſo doth the vanity and impiety of this reſolution of 
A bemare's from hellith malice and devilliſh indignation ; yea, although the night doth, or ſhould 
bring counſ:l, yet as C/ar4 paſſeth it over only with ſighs, ſo doth A/bens .re with fumes of revenge 
a22inft Baretane, yowing thit he \vill in the morn toivards Arllan, and there try his fortune, either 
to kill him or tc be killed of him, in a Dueb, to which end he is no ſooner ready, but he acquaints 
the Lady Emelia with his in!ended journey, but not with his reſolution to fight with Bereraxo, and 
the ſame he dath to (the Empreſs of his thoughts, an4 Qyeen of his defires } Clare, demanding 
her, it ſhe pleaſe tocommand him any ſervice for Alan ; who both bluſhing and paling here- 
at, her affeRion to Beyerane having now made her expert in the ſubtilties of love, ſhe well xnows 
what wind drives Albemare to CMllas ; and therefote guided by diſcretion, and not by paſſion, 
ſhe returns him this Anſwer: That having neither reaſon nor defire t6 command him, ſhe onely 
prays him to remember her humble duty to her Father and Mother, and ſo wiſheth his jour 
proſperous z Which anſwer of hers (being indeed no other than A/bemere expeRed) he yer 
vanceth to kiſg her at partiog ; which her civillity, though not her afteRion, granted him ; 
not ſo m:ch as once dreaming or ſulpeRing that he conceived the leaft thought or 


Intent to fight with her ſweet Baretano, and ſo he takes borſe, having only one ſervant with 


him, 


Alt:mare being arrived at Saint Remy, a ſmall Town within fifteen miles of A:lan, be re- 
ſolves to dine there, which he doth ; and to avoid the heat of the day, then betakes himſelf 
to flzep an hour or two ; being aivaked,, he commands his man to make ready his borſez and 
ſeeing the Holt cf the houſe in his Chamber, erquires of him, if there were any Gentleman in 
the houie riding to Alan, who as ſoon returns him this unlook'd-for and unexpeR:d anſwer x 
that there was a brave Gentleman in the houſe named Seigeior Barctano, who was to ride thi- 
ther ſome two hours hence, Albemar® no ſooner hears the name cf Bayrtans, but his very 
heart-biuod flaſheth up in his face, when demanding of him again, what manner of Gentle- 
man he was, he told him he was a tall lender young Gentleman, with never a hair on his 
face ; and out of this window, quoth he, you may nowſee bim walking in the Garde : Js 
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Albemare looking forth ſees indeed thar it was his very rival Earerano ; when enquiring farther 

of the Hoſt what followers he had with him, he told him, that then he had none, but ſome- 
times when he came thither, either to take the air, or breathe his horſe, he was attendegl by two 
or three : and ſo the Hoſt leaves him, not once ſuſpeRing of any difference between them. A4/Z 
mar: (eeing hisenemy (becauſe his rival) brought to him, whom he formerly reſolved: o ſeek 
and find out, aſſumes a baſe anda bloddy reſolution to ſet upon him in the High-way dif guiſed, 
and there to venture his own life,and to deprive him of his ; which to effe& he will have noeve. 
witneſſes of this his ignoble and creacherous buſineſs, and therefore purpoſely ſends a way his 
man to Millain before him, and ſo ſlipping tnto the Town, provides himſelt of a Mask or V:zard, 
then takes his hor ſe, and rather like a Thief than a Genrieman, lurks behind a Grove ſome three 
miles from St. &-5:7 ) attending baretans's coming, who por harmleſs young Gentleman, har. 
bouring ard breathing no cther thoughts and wiſhes, than charity toall the world, and pure 
and fervent affec1:on co his fair ani dear Clara, likew:ſe takes bis Horſe, and draws hgmeward 
rovard Afillain; when being arrived co the place where A7en ave ſecretly lay in ambuſh f -c 
him, he furiouſly and ſuddenly ruſherh for h, and with his Rapier drawn in his hand, runs Ex- 
retano into his right arm, who feeling the wound almoſt as foon as he faw his enemy who 
gave it him, he is at firſt, as i: were amazed hereat; when thinking him by his Mask to be 
a banderti, who were then very buſte in Lombardy, but efpecialiy in the Dutchy of Aila's, 


| hetold him that all che Coyn he had, which was ſome ten double Piltols in Gold, and wo 


Duckats in ſilver, were at his ſervice, but to fight in his de:ence, he would not, Not, quoth 
he, that he was any way a Coward, but that he affirm?d he was lately affianced and engaged 
toa young Lady , ſo that he perteAtly kne'y that her afte:ticn was ſodcar and tender towards 
him, as either the loſs or preſervation of his life would be that of hers; Alb:mire palled and 
rouch'd to the quick with this his heart-kilh1ag anſwer co him, is wholly 'nflamed with chuler a. 
P1inſt him, when ruſhing tovard 11m, he del-vers nim thefe words; Villain, it is not thy Gold, 
but thy life which I ſeek , and then raining hiniſeif ro run Burtano ihorow, !o the {irs of 
his Mask breaks, where Baretans apparently fees it 15 his Rival 4/bemare ; wherent, ſuch is his 
render affection to his ſweet and tair C/ara, that he who before turned +. raven, ard vnld not 
fight for his own ſake, 1s now chearfully reſolved, not only to fight, but if occalion require, ro 
die for hers, and ſo returning the Villain to 4lbemare*s T hroart, he inſtantly draws, and joyns 
with him; andif Albemare be refolute in fighting, no lefs valiant and couragious is Buretans 
for the remembrance of his Clars's ſweet Idea, and freſh delicious beancy, infuſeth ſuch life io 
his valour, and ſuch generoſity and animoſity to his courage, as he deals his blows roundly, 
and his thruſlis freely, making #/bemare know, that his Rapier is of an excellent temper, 
and yet his Heart of a better ; and 4/bemay: ſeeing he muſt buy his victory dearer than he ex- 
peRed, and diſdaining to be out-braved and beaten by 2 Boy, p!ucks up his belt ſpirits and 
courage to him, and ſolikewiſe behaves himſelf mantu'ly ard valiantly, in ſuch fort, thac 
within leſs than a quarter of an hour, Bar:razo hath given him five wounds, and he Baretano 
theee, when the (_ount of Aartingne palling that way in his Coach rowards /Aſillain, and ſeeing 
rvo Gentlemen ſo buſily hghting, he cries out to his Coachman, to callop away with all ce. 
lerity. and ſo parts them ; when {ecing thcm full of blood, ſwear, and dult, having his Chirar- 
gion (til] in his train with him, he out of an honourab'e courteſie and charity, intreats and ac. 
companies them to the next houſe, where he cauſeth their wourds to be drett and bound up , 
when by their Apparel ſeeing them to be fil/aine/es, he is dehrous to know their quarrel, and 
proffets his beit aſſitiance to reconcile and make them friends ; but their hearts arelo great, 
and their malice ſoimplacable, as hey both thank the Count for his noble courteſie, but be. 
ſeech him to pardon them, in obſcuring their names and quarrel; and yethe is ſo noble and 
generous, a5 he wi!'l got (> leave chem, but ſeeing them ſhrewd|y wounded ( thouzh not 
he chinks mortally ) he for their greater eaſe and ſafety, cauſeth tyo of his Gentlemen to 
mount their Horſes, and takes them both up into his Coach wich him, and fo brings them 
within the Gates of 1{./ain, where after they had ſeverally renJred him many thanks for his 
Courtefie and Honour, he commends them both to their g00d Foroies, and ſo leaves 
them, 

Bayetano and Albemare being thus arrived at Millain, they conceal their fightings, and ſo * 
keep their Chambers, tili caey have ſecured their wounds : when Albemare viſits Capello, and 
his Lady Cftiana, and reports to them the health anc duty of their Daughter, as alſo ber averſ- 
neſs towards him, »nd withall ſhes her Parecraso's tvo Letters to her, whereby it is appa- 
rent, that ſhe is ſ: holly his, as he himſelf is ſure never to ob: ain orenjoy her. Her Father 
and Mother at the ;::ſt, ſeem to hang their heads at this news, and the peruſal of the Letters , 
but ar laſt, bid him cot deſpair, but be couragious, for he, and only he ſhall betheir S9a-iu- 
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law. But Alb:mare confidecing, that for the term cf at leaſt fix Months, he, Camelion-like. 
had only been fed with the air of their vain promiſes ; and that he perfetly knew, that Clar.z 
only intended to marry Baretanoy and'none but him : his love to her was ſo tender and fervenr, 
a5 he cann:t conceive the ſhadow of any nope how to obtain her for his wife in this yorld, be- 
tore he have ſent Barerans to another ; when he being copitant in his reſolution thereof to him- 
ſelf. becauſe he was reſolute in his conſlancy and aff:Rion to C/.:ra; no Reaſon, no Relizion, 
rot his Conſcience, not his Soul, can divert him from this bioody deſign, from this murther- 
ous and therefore damnable projet: Feeding therefore on malice, and boiling wich Revenge 
towards Bargtano, be, not as a Gentleman, bur rather, depgenerating from the virtue and ho- 
your of that honourable degree and quality, bethinks himſelf, eicher by Piſtol or Poyſon how 
he may treacherouſly diſpatch him ; whereon ruminating and ponCcering ( as Milice and 
Revence may perchance ſlumber, bur d:fficultly ſleep ) the Devil, whois never abſent in ſuch 
helliſh Watzgems and occaſions, gives him means ( though by a contrary courſe ) how to dif- 
patch him : For on a dy, deſcending the ſtairs of the Domo, he ſees Pedro and Leonaray { rwo 
Sculdiers, cr rather Bryaves of the Caſtle of Pav;2 ) paſs by him, with whom he had been for- 
merly acquainted, bur ſo poorly epparelled, as, weiyhing their bloody humours by their ne- 
ceſſity, he ( in favour of money ) chinks them, very ht Agents and 1Inframents ro murther and 
make awa! Barctano, to which end, to play the Pratlick part, as well as the Theoricks and ſo 


to reduce this his bloody contemplation into ation ; he ſends his man FYalerio after them, and« 


prays thera to repair co him in the C/z;fers of Berromn's Palace, for that he hath a buſineſs to 
impart them of great importance for cheir profts. FYalerio overtakes them, delivers them his 
Maſter's plezſure ; who neried with chis word Profir. they repair co the Rendevoyz, and meet 
AL:mare , when haviag retreſhed their acquaintance, and he ſ.yorn themto ſecrefie. as he was 
a wretched and perfidicus Gentlemen, acquaiats them with his defire, ſome ten days heace to 
have them murther Sezgn1cy Baretano in the ſtreet by night, and to give ig out, that it was done 
by ſome Spamards of the Ficeroy's Guard, and chat he will give them'an hundred Duckatoons 
in hand, and leave them as much more with his man Fa/erio which they ſhall receive of him, 
when they have diſparchc him , an! for hi- o'-5 part, ſome tour or five days hence he will away 
for Meadena, to caſt the berter varniſhand colour that he was innocent thereof, and had no fin- 
oeratallinthe buſineſs. 

Pedro and Leonarao ſeeing that 4/b:»1ay: proffered them Gold, which they ſo much 
wanted ard d:fired, like tio limbs of the Devils, and as a couple of helliſh Blood- 
Hounds, not only promiſe, but ſwe-r © im punctually, in all reſpeRs to perform his de- 
fires, and ſo they touch their Fr!t huidred Duckatoons, Which being the pledg and price 
of innocent blood, it will aſſuredly coi: them dear, and craw down vengeance, ruine, and 
confulion on their heads from Reaver,, when they leaſt chink or dream thereof. Albemare 
having ſfetled this his blood - and 1101+nful bulineſs with Pedro and Leenardo, be is again 
ſolicired by Capek» and Caftiana, to retnen to their Daughter in Afodena ; whereunto he wil- 
lingly conſenteth ; when armed with their Letters to her, wherein they charge her on their 
commands and bleſling, to diſpoſe her ſelf ro affet and marry h:m , he within four days de- 
parteth : But having ſecretly revealed his fight with Bareraxo to ſome of Capello his chiefeſt and 
moſt confident ſervants, they yet love and honour their young Lady Clara ſo well in her ab- 
ſence, as they ſend her the crue relation and intelligence thereof, which is at Afodena a little 
before Al/bemare, the which beins unknown to him, he is no ſooner arrived there, bur he 
ſalates firſt the Aunt Emrlia, then her Nzece, and his Miſtris Clara; to whom having delivered 
her Parent's Letters, ſhe fiepping aſide to the window, reads them, and ſo returning ro him 
again, gives him this ſharp and bitter welcome: My Father and Mother command the to l1ve 
thee ; but how can 1, ſince upon the high-way, thou baſe!y andtreacberouſly awempredſt to hill my drar 
Baretano, whom I love a thouſand times dearer than the whole world? When with tears ia her eyes, 
and choler tn her [goks, ſhe very ſudden!y and paſſionately flings from him ,1 whereat Em. « 
wondreth, and be bg ſtorms and grieves; and fo they betake themſelves to rheir Chambers, 
where Albemare thing himſelf on his Bed, faith chus to himſelf, Unkind and cruel Clara, 
if thou take my fighting with Parerano thus tenderly, how wilt thou brook the news of his 
death * On the other ſide, C/2r4 grieves 2s much at her Baretens's wounds, as ſhe rejoyceth 
at his ſafety and recovery ; yea, ſo tender is her affection to him, as ſhe a thouſand times 
wiſhes that the blood he lof?, bad fireamed from her own heart. Again, knowing his wounds 
free from danger, ſhe cannot but ſmile, and delight to ſee his dear and true affe&ion to ber, 
in remembring, that he would not fight for his own ſake, and yet was ready, yea, and valiant. 
ly hazarded to loſe his life for hers; and in theſe amorous conceits and contemplarions, ſhe 
penſively drives aiyay the time, admiring and wondering that all this while ſhe hears nor 

from 
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from her Baretano; But alas, alas! ſhe ſhall hear roo too ſoon of him, though indeed ne. + 
ver more from him , for theſe execrable wretches, Pedro and Leonardo, fome four days 
afcer Albemare's departure to Medina, they, according to their promiſe and oath given him, 
lice two moſt bloody and butchcrly villains, cruelly: aſſault and murther this harmleſs 
ard innocen: ycung Gentleman Baret no, in the Rreets of Miltatn by night, with no leſs 
than ſeven ſeveral wounds, whereof four were clean thorow h:s body ; and fo give it out 
( as it was formerly concluded ) that he was murthered by ſome Spani-rds of the Fice-roy's 
Guard; when the ſame nighe they repair ro /a/zrio, acquaint him therewith, receive their 
other hundred Duckatoons, and ſo provide for their ſafety in the City , but that bloody mo.. 
ney, and this cruel murther, will in the end coli.chem dearer,than either they imagine or dream 


of. 


Whiles 1/i/ain ratleth wich the news of Baretano's bloody*®and untimely end, as his on 
friends infinitely lament ries ſo Capello and his wife Caſti::n2, cannot refrain from rejoy- 
cins thereat, as now aſſuring themſelves, that 4/bemare ſhall ſhortly be their Son-in-Law , and 
for Valerio, he with all poſſible ſpeed, writes away thereof to Modena, to his Maſter, who en- 
rertai::s this nes with infinite joy and deleRation, and preſently acquaines the T.ady Z melia 
therewith , whereat ſhe rejoyceth, and he triumphs ; but they both reiclve as yet, to canceal it 
from Cla;a, becauſe they knoiy ſhe will even Giflolve and melc into tears therear. Bur four days 
af'erare not lully expired, but her Father and Mother advertize their Daughter Clara, their 
ſiſter Emeclia and 41bemare thereof, by a Gentleman a ſervant of theirs, whom they purpoſe- 
ly ſend co Acdexa to bring back Clara and Albemare to AMillam But iris for none bur lovers, 
ro conceive or judg, with what extream excels of grief and immoderate ſorrovy our poor C/a- 
ra underliands ths heart-piercing news of her Baretano's m-urnfu: and ſorrowful death , for 
ſhe is ro ſooner advertiſed thereof, but the throws off her attire; tears her hair, and twice fol. 
lowing falls tothe ground ina ſwound ; ſo as Emelie, A/bemare, Adriana, and her Father s Gen- 
tleman, can hardly refetch and keep life in her, but being come again to her ſenſes and (elf, and 
faintly epening her cloudy eyesto the beams of the Sun, who enamored of her beauty ( as 
well in pity as love ) came to comfort and revive her ; ſhe wringiog her hands, then crothing 
her arms ; and laſtly, looking up rowards Heaven, berwixt fighiog and ſpeaking, breaths forth 
theſe mournſull, paiſionate, and affeRionate ſpeeches. 

O my Bret:no, my ſveet and dear Baretano | and ſhall thy wretched Clara live, thou being 
dead ? When the violence of her.affe&ion and ſorro;y making her forget her ſelf, and her 
God, ſhe ſecretly unſheaths her Kaif, and then, and there would have Rabbed her ſelf ro 
death, had nut Alb-mare and her Aunt Emelia ſpeedily ſtept to her aſſiſtance, and prevented 
ber, by wr-ſti-gic from her, when conducting her to the Garden to take the air, ſhe prays 
Albemare to leave her, and in his abſence often again repeating the namebf her dear Bare- 
tan”, ſhea thouſand times wiſheth char her life had ranſomed his, vowing that although 
ſhe were a woman, yet if ſhe knew his murtherers, ſhe would flie to their eyes, and tear out 
their hearts, in meer revenge of this inhuman and cruel death, when her ſorrows are ſo 
infinite, and her grief ſo unſupportable, as ſhe cannot long gemain in one place, but with. 
draivs her ſelf from the Garden to her Chamber, where her Aunt Zmelia carefully accompgs. 
nies her, lies with her char night ro comfort her, who, poor afflicted young Lady, neither can 
nor ivill be comforted ; ſo as the next morning, had not her Aurt powerfully prevented and 
Ropped her, ſhe had then undcubtedly entered the N«nuery of her o:vn name St. Clara, and 
in that retired and obſcure life, there ended her days in Modern, reſolving in true affeRi- 
on and zeal co her dead Baretano, never thence-forth, either to ſee her Parents, or Afilcin; 
but being divertedand comforced by ſome Divines, and many Ladies of that City, ſhe brook. 
ing her ſorcows as patizntly as ſhe may, ( with much ſolicitation ) after ten days, permits her 
ſe f tobe conveyed home to Millain, where, although ſhe were cheerfully received, and joy- 
fully entertained of Yer Father and Mother, yer ſhe likewvifz went neer to have there mew- 
ed her ſelf upa ſpiritual Siſter in che Nunnery of Aznurc:at;on :; bur that again ſhe was pre= 
vented ; whereat grieving, ſhe takes on mourning attire, and vows to wear ica whole year 
for his ſake , when to make her ſelf ( as ſhe was ) both a true Lover, and a trae Afowrner 
tothe memory of her dead Baretano, ſhe often-rimes ſteals into St. Exphemia's Church, where 
he was buried, . and there bedews his Tomb with tears, living ſo penſively, and diſcon. 
ſolately, that although the live in the world, yer it ſems ſhe neither is, nor long will be of che 
world. 

Bar as women are but womer, and as time is a ſovereign remedy for all diſeaſes and ſor. 
rows; ſo about ſome ten months after, the inceſſant jmporcunity of her Father and Mother, 
and the continual tender reſp*& and obſervant courtelie of A/bemare toiyards her, make ber 
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ſomewhat negle& and forget the memory of Barerano, and nov tolook on him with a more 
pleaſing and favourable eye, than before. But here ( again ) a conſideration makes her affe&ion 
die towards Albemar:, a)molt as ſoon as 1t begins to live. For why ( quoth ſhe ) ſhould ſhe affect 
or love him, who at St. Remy gave her Baretano three ſeveral vounds? But then love again ſteps 
in, and thus pleads with her tor Albemare ; That he received five wounds, and gave Baretano 
but three, which made him loſe far more blood than Barerano; and yet that this attempt of his 
was only occaſioned through his affeAion to her, and only for her fake, as loving her dearer 
than his own life ; which again gave her thoughts ſuch. ſatisfaction, as yeighed down and 
vanquiſhed, as well by the Power and Prayers of her Parents, as alſo by the endleſs ſighs, ler. 
ters and preſents of 4/5:mare. The year is no ſooner expired, and her mourning weeds and ar. 
tire done away, but to their own hearts content, and the unſpeakable joy of their Parents, they 
in Millain ( with grezt Pompand Bravery ) are very ſolemnly married. But this marriage of 
theirs ſhall not prove ſo proſperous as they expect and hope; forVoa in his all-ſeeing Provi- 
dence, hach decreed to diſturb the tranquillity and ſerenity thereof, and to make them feel the 
ſharp and bitter ſhowers of affliction and miſery, which briefly doth thus ſurprize and betfall 
- them, 

Albemare and Clara have hardly been married together a year and quarter, but his hot love 
begins to wax cold and frozen to her , yea, a beit the affeFed him truly and tenderly, yet he 
continually negleRting her, and no longer delighting in the ſweetneſs of her youth, and the 
freſhneſs of her beauty, his luſtful eyes and though:s carry his laſcivious ſelf abroad among 
Curtezans, when they ſhould be fixed on her, and reſident at home with his chaſt and fair Lady, 
ſo as his infidelity proving her grief and torments, and his vanity and ingratitude, her unſpeak- 
able afflition and vexation ; ſhe with infinite ſighs and tears repents her marching him, and 
a thouſand times wiſhes ſhe had been ſo happy and bleſſed to h:ve died Baretans's Martyr, and 
not ſo unfortunate and accurſed to live to ſee her ſelf Albemare's Wife , and yer were there any 
hope of his reformation, ſhe ſhould then prefix bunn4s to her calamities and ſorrows ; bur ſee. 
ing that his vices grew with- his age, and that every day he became more vicious and unkind 
to her than other, her hopes are now wholly turned into deſpair, her mirth into mourning ; 
yea, her inward diſcontents ſo apparently bewray themſelves in her outward ſorrowful com. 
plexion and countenance, that the Roles of her cheeks are metamorphoſed into Lillies, and 
her heart ſo wholly raken up with anguiſh, and ſurprized with ſorrow, as ſhe wiſheth that her 
bed were her grave, and her ſelf in Heaven with God , becauſe ſhe could find no comfort here 
on Earth with her Husband : but beyond her expeRation, God is providing to redreſs her 
grief, and to remedy her afflitions by a very (trange and unlooked.for Accident, 

The Providence and Juſtice of God doti now apain refetch bloody Pegro, to aR another part 
upon che S:age and Theatre of this Hiſtory , for having ſpent that money lewdly, which he be- 
fore pot damnabiy of Atbemare, his wants are ſo great, and his neceſlicy ſo urgent, as having 

layed the murtherer before, he makes no conſcience nor ſcruple no to play the thief, and ſo 

y night breaks into a Jeweller's ſhop, named Sciguior Fiamars, dwelling in the great place be. 
fore the Dome, and there carries away from bim a ſmall Trunk or Casker, wherein were ſome 
uncut Saphy's and Emralds, with ſome Yenice cryſtal pendants for Ladies to wear in their ears, 
and other rich commodities ; bur Fiamata lying over his ſhop, and hearing it, and locking his 
door :s him for tear of having his throat cut, gives out the cry and alarm forth the window, 
which ringing into the ſtreets, makes ſome of the Neighbours, and alſo the watch approach and 
aſſemble ; where fir.ding }-drs running with a Casket under his arm he is preſently hem in, 
apprehended and impriſoned, and the Casket took from him, and again reſtored ro Fiamara ; 
when knowing that he ſhall die for this robbery, as a juſt pumſhment and judgment of God, 
now ſent him tor formerly murthering of Baretaxo, he baving no other hope ro eſcape death, 
but by the means of A/b.mare ; he ſends early the next morning for his man Yalcrs, _to come 
ro the priſon tg him ; whom, he bidsto tell his Maſter 4/bemare from him Ahat deing ſure to be 
condemned for this robbery of his, if he procure him not his pardon, he will not charge his 
ſcut any longer with the murcher of Barerano, bur will on the Ladder reveal, howit was he 
who tired himſelf ard Leonardo to perform it, Yalerio reporting this to his Maſter, it affrights 
his thoughts, and terrifies his conſcience and courage, to ſee himſelf reduced to this miſery, 
-_thar no leſs than his life muſt now ſtand to the mercy of this wretched Varlet Pedro's tongue. | 
But knowing it impoſſible to obtain a pardon for him, and therefore bigh time to provide for 
his own ſafety, by liopping of Pecarc's mouth ; he reſolves to heave Ofſa upon Pelion, or to add 
murther to murther, a: d now to pofton him m Priſon, whom he had formerly cauſed to 
murther Earefano in the tireet, to the end he might tell no tales on the Ladder, thinkiog it no 
irgratitude or fin, but rather 2 juſt revard ard recompence for his former bloody ſervice, fo 
to fred Pegro with falſe hopes, thereby to charm his rongue to filence, and to lul! his malice 


aſleep 
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aſleep, he ſpeedily returns Y. fed ro priton to hich, who bids bim fezpnoching, for thac bis Ma. 


ter had vowed to get him his pardon, as be ſhall more effetu:1ly hear from him thar night , 
whereat Pedro rejoyceth and triumpheth, celling Faerie, that his Mafter 4/bemare, is the moſt 
generous and bravelt Crvalier of Lombardy. But co nip his jovs in cheir untimely bloſſoms, and 
to diſturb the harmony of his falſe content, that very day, as ſ.0n as he had dined, he isttyed 
and arraigned before his Judges 3 andbeing apparently conricied and found guilty of chis rob.. 
bery, he is by them adjudged to be hanged the next mort, at a Gibber, purpo'cly to be erected 
before Fiamata's bouſe, where he commicred his deli and crime : whichJuſt ſentence, nor on- 
ly makes his joy ſtrike ſail to ſorroy, but alſo his pride and hopes let ia!l their Peacock's 
Plumes to humility and fear 3 bur his only cruſt and comfore; yea, bis latt hopes and refuge, is 
in Albemere, who <= him to be condemned to be executed che next morning, he is enforced 
ro play bis bloody Prizz that night, and fo in the evening ſends Yz{cris to priſon to him, wich 
a Capon, and two Fiaſcoes (or Bottles ) of Witte for hun co make*mercy, informing him char 
he hath obtained his Pardon, and char it is wrictes, and wants noching but the Yice-royt ſign ts 
it, which be ſhall have ro-morrow at break of day. Bur the Wine of one of tie Bottles, was in» 
rermixed wich ſtrong and deadly poyſon, which was ſo cunningly tempered, as it carcyed no 
diſtaliful, bura pleatin reliſh, to che palate. Ylerio like an execrable vil/ain, proving as true a 
ſervant to his Maſter, as rebellious and falſe to his God, punRua!ly performs this fearful and 
mcutnfulsbuſineſs; and baving made Pedro twice drunk, firſt with his good news, and then 
wich his poyſoned Wine, he takes leave of him chat night, and commitiog him to his reſt, pro» 
miſeth ro be with bim very early in che morning with his Pardon. When this miſetable and 
beaſtly profane wretch, neverthinkiog of his danger, or deach , of God, or his Soul ; of Heg.. 
ven, or Hellp betakes himſelf to his bed, here the poyſon ſpreading ore his vital parts, ſoon 
bereaves him of his breath, ſending his ſoul frog this life and world to another. 

Now the next morning very early, as the Gaoler canie to his Chamber, co bid him prepare 
to his execution, he finds him dead and cold, in bis bed ; and thus was the miſerable endof chi 


' bloody and inbumgn Murtherer (.and Thief ) Pedro, who yet for example-ſake was one whole 


day by the heels ia his ſhirt, ry. 494m place of execution, becauſe-his Judges 
deemed chat he had gs Ln nh and thade away himſelf. And now doth Albemere again 
rejoyce and triumph, co ſee he hach avoided chac ſhelf and rock whereon he was 
very likely 0 uffered ſhipwrack, yea, and tow he thinks himſelf ſo abſolutely ſafe and 
ſecure, as he holds ic impoſſible, thr either his murchering of Barer:no, or his poyſoning of 
Pedro, can aty way refleR on him, or hericeforth produce him any farther ſtorms or tempelts 3 
buc his hopes and joys will deceive him ; for God, whois the jnfallible revenger of innocent 
blood will not foleave bin, bur ere 'ong when befeaſt thinks or dreams thereof, not only in 
his providence dere cheſe his foul crimes, but in his Juſtice ſeverely ptniſh them ; and the 
Readers curioſity ſhall not gofar to ſee it ; for 8 toa guilty Conſcience, its the pleaſure of the 
Lord, that ane miſery befall him inthe neck and nick of the other, ſo Albemare isno 


freed of Pedro in Milein, but behold be is afreſh intangled and aſſaulted with Leonards ( his. 


other hired murtherer } in Pavie, who having there prodigally rioted away his hundred Duc- 
katoons, and alſo run bimſelf fac in debe;, his Creditors joyn and lo iſoner, 


where having no other hope for his freedom and liberty, bur to rely on Albemare, Wie writes © 


him a Letrer ro Millaing wherein he a-quaints him wittrhis poverty and, miſery, and prays bim 
( for the obcaining of his libetty) either,co lend or give him fifty Duckacreons ; Albemare receives 
this Lecter, but forgecting his former ſervice ; as alſo thinking ir only a fetch of Leonardo, to 
fecch him over for ſo many Duckatoons , as God would have it; he very inconfideracely burns 
this his Letter, and anſwerech it with filence, but be ſhalf repent when-it will be coo late, and 
out of nr mtu Noire} enahrabne ooo 16-14 indiſcretion. 

Leonardo baving at Jeaft fifteen da ed an anſ.ver from A/bemare, and receiving none, 
be is extfeamly incenſed and to ſee himſelf rhus flighted and forgotten of him, when 
euhernethe hhailery, and animated by bis extrearti poverty and i in that he is now' 
inforced to ſell away bis and fo co,uncloath bis back, hereby to feed his belly, be in- 
rends no more to requeſt ub Sontag bon nr And og the which be 


him ro Aflicin by a meſſenger of 
LEONARDO to ALBEMARE. 


a9 $f Later prevailed net with thee for the aan gifs of fifty Duthgtentt, ts free ms from this 
Hh od ore rr A nyo rs 
fo and: bold is far mori generams to hang rhen farur ; fth a 4 4 wh the hen, 
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of my friends ſorrows, foir*>ill lik-wiſe be the end of my own miſerics ; yea, if toy ſpdily furniſh awd 
accompliſy not my r1gueſt although it co} me my life, ] will no lanzer conceat;hev thok didf hire Pedto 
and my ſclf. for two hundred Duthatoons to give Stignior Barerano bis death, Which ar thy *equeſt we 
pe-formed + 1 hink then how near my ſecreey concerns thy life, fith When I [effer death, 1 bnow thou haſt 
but a Frort and pour time left thee to ſurvive me + Therefore thank thy ſelf if thy ing-atitude turn my 
«fem into contempt y and that into revenve avd malice. 


LEONARDO, 


Now althouzh I rona+d4> meant not as he wri*, yet this his meſſenger coming to A4i/Fin, and 
not finding Aller at his houſe, knows not ( and yet is reſolute whit ro dageither ro [tay his 
coming in,' or to defiver Iis_Letrer to ſome of his ſervants; but waiting at his dbor till lare in 
the evemng, 'and hearing no news of Tit, be gives it t6 Valerio, and+*(withour relling him 
from whom, or hence ir caine ) prays him ſafely ro del ver it ro his Maſter, and tharthe wil! 
repair chicher the nexr morning ſor an anſwer. Valerio claps the Lerrer into his p»cket , await- 
ing bs Matter's coming; bur he is ſo bad a Huiband ro' himſelf, and'ſo diſloyal'and unkind a 
one to his chaſt and fiir wife, as he wv 1$0ut all night with his Corr!7/ans, which gpood-and vir- 
tuous L:dy, even piercerh her heart wich grief and ſorro%. Now Vaterio ſeeing his Matter ab 
ſear, his coming uncertain, ard himſelf inforced to g9 forth abour bis affairs, he piacerh che Let. 
ter upon a Cupborrd near! hs Maſters ituJy, that ir might be apparent to his eye-wheh he came 
in, and fo departs. | | 

But here the mercy and providence of God invite the Chriſt;an Reader to admire and wonder 
at the ſtrange 'diſcovery and deteion of this Letter; for as A'bemare- ( more for ſpore than 
charity ) kept a Man-fool of ſome forrty years od in his houſe, 'who incieed was To natuzally 
peeviſh, as not Atillain, hardly 1raly could match him for fimp icity. It ſo chanced, that this 
harmleſs fool gat into the room after ["aleric, and ſaw him pur up this Letter on the Cup-board 
Now, as Chidren and Fools may in ſome ſort be terme&C-nufin-German'to Apes; fo, as foon 
as Vale-io was departed, this Fool ( no doubt led wholly bythe direion'and finger of God, ra- 
ther than by 1's own proper #g- orance and ſimplicity ) gers into rhe Chamber; andtaking a 
ſtool ro afreid che Cupbyard, be brings avay the Ler:er; which both in the Ha!l arid Yard he 
croſſes 29d dindles in his hand, as if this new Fonnd play gave delight ond cqntent to his extra. 
vagant and ſimple thoughts ; wher, behold our ſyecrand virtnous Clara coliing from St. Am- 
broſe © hurch,where ſhe had been.) h-ar Yeſper's and Ceeing a fait Lerter falt ſealed in the Fool's 
hard ; ſhe enquires of him from whence he had it? who fnging and hopping, and ſtill playing 
with che Letrer, ſhe could ger no other anſ.ver from bim, bur, That it was bis Letter, and that. 
Goihad ſont it him, Ged bad ſent it him; wiffich ſpeeches of bis he ofren redoubled.” When 
Clara weighing h1s words, and conſidering out of whoſe mouth they came, her heart inſtantly 
began to grow, and her colour to riſe, as if God and her Soul prompted her, that ſhe had ſome 
intereſi4n that Letter ; whereupon ſnatching it from the Fool, whom' ſhe left crying in che, 
-all for the loſs thereof ; ſhe ſecing ic direRed to her Husband, goesto the Parlour, attended 
by 44riaza, and there ſicting down in 8 Chait and breaking up the ſeals thereof, ſhe'begins to 
read ir, byr when ſhe draws rywards the concluſion thereof, and hnds rhar it was her Husband 
Atbemar e, who had cauſed her dear Lover and Friend Ba'erano to be murthered; then not 
able ro contain her (elf for ſorro.y, ſhe throws her ſelf: oh the floor and weeps, and ighs ſo 
mourafully, asrhe moſt obdurareſt and fintie!t heart &691d nor ctruſe bur relent into pity to 
ſ:e her, For ſomerimes ſhe !o0k8'd up to Heaven, and then again dejecting hereyes to carth ; 
now wringing her hands, and then crofling her arms; in ſuch difcynſolate and afflited man. 
ner, as Adriana could nat fikewiſe refrain ſrom rears to behold her : when after & deep and pro- 
found ſilence, ſhe bandying and evaporating many yolleys of far. fecht ſighs into the air, cam- 
manding Ad/iaza forth, and the d+or being ſhur, with the two extremiries'of paſſion andforrow, 
ſhe alone utrers theſe mournſul ſpeeches to her ſelf.” © 3h A I 

And ſhall Car live to underſtind, that her Barret 410, was murthered for her ſake, ;and'by 
her unfortarate Husband* A{bemare f and ſhall ſhe My more lie in bed with him, 'who'ſo inhu... 
manly hath tainhim inÞ's untiately and bloody. Grave*; And Clara, Cla-s, wilt thou prove 
ſo ungratefull co tis m2mo-y, and es thetender affeftion he bore tet, asnot'to tiidend not 
ſeek to reven.e this his diſaltrou> and cruel end ?,,Whzn again, her tears interrupting her 
words, and her hghs her tears ; ſhe evtring int5a further confaltation with her thoughts and 
conſcience, her heart and ker (oul, at laſt contirues her (peech in this manner : Oy but unfor. 
nate and vretched C/4'a, what ſpeakeſt thou of Revenge”? for conſider with thy 4 
get not 10 cotfider, Barerano was but thy Friend, Albemare is iy Hugband ; the 
in hope 20 ta;ry thee, but cliou 25 matricd to the ſecdnd;” and the: Vfors thou 
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and although his ingratitude and inhdelity towards thee,make him unworthy of thyattedtor., 
yet ye two are but one ficſh; and therefore confider , that Malice is a bad Advocate, and re- 
venge a worſe Judg. But here again remembring what a foul and odious crime Murther was 
in the light of the Lord, that the dj{covery thercot intinitely tended to his glory and honour; 
and that the poor Fool was doubtlels infpircd trom Heaven,to affirm thatGod ſent the Letter; 
ſhe knows that her bonds of Conlcience to her Saviour,muti exceed and give a Law to thoſe 
of herduty towards her Husband : and therefore preterring Heaven betore Earth , and God 
before her Husband,ſhe immediately calls tor her Coach and goes dirc&ly to Baretano's Uncle, 
Seignior Giovan de Montefiore , and with tighs and tears ſhews him the Letter, who tormerly, 
though in vain, had moſt curioully and exactly hunted to diſcover the Murtherers of his Ne- 
phew. Montefiore firſt reads the Letter with tears, then with joy ; and then turning towards 
the Lady Clara, he commends her zcal and Chriltian fortitude towards God, in ſhewing her 
how much the diſcovery of this Murther tended to His glory; and (o preſently ſends away tor 
the Preſident Criminal; who immediatcly repairing thicther, he acquaints him therewith,ſhews 
him the Letter, and prays him to examine the Lady Clara thereon 3 which with much mode- 
ſty and <quity he doth, and then returns with her to her houle , and there likewiſe exatnineth 
the Fool where he had the Letter; who out of his incivility and ſimplicity, takes the Preſideht 
by the hand, and bringing him to the Cupboard, tells him, Here God ſent the Letter, and bere I 
found it : when Valcrio being preſent, and imagining by his Lady's heavy and forrowtul 
countenance, that this Letter had (perhaps) brought her into fome affliction and danger; he 
looking on the direQion of the Letter , as allo on the cal, reveals both to the Prefidezt , and 
his Lady, that he received that Letter from one whom he knew not, and that he left it put- 
poſely on the Cupboard for his Maſter againſt his commg. The Preſident being tully ta- 
tished herein, admiresat God's Providence, revealed in the limplicity of this poor harmlets 
Fool, in bringing this Letter, which brought the murther of Baretano to light ( when know- 
ing that God doth many times raiſe up the tooliſh and weak,to confound the wiſe and inighty 
things of the world) he preſencly grants out a Commiſſion to apprehend Albemare z; who be- 
ing then found in bed with Mariana, one of the moſt famous Beauties and reputed Curteſatis 
of Millan: He, both aſtoniſhed and amazed by the juſt Judgments of God,gs drawn from his 
beaſtly pleaſures and adulteries, to priſon ; where being charged to have hired Pedro and Leo- 
nardo to have murthered Baretans, he ſtoutly denirs it. But Leonardo's Letter being read him, 
and he thereon adjudged to the Rack, his Soul and Conſcience ringing him' many thundring 
Peals of terror, he there at large conteſſeth it 3 when for this foul and bloody fat of his, he 
the ſame afternoon is condemned to be hanged the next morning, , at the common place of 
Exccution, which adminiſtreth matrer of talk and admiration thorowout all Millan , when 
Serzeants are likewiſe ſent away to-Pavia, to bring Leonardo to Millan, who not fo muchas 
once dream'd or thought that ever this his Letter would have producedhim this danger and 
milery. ' 

And now Albemare advertiſed of the manner how this Letter of Leonard/'s was brought co 
light ( without looking up to Heaven, from whence this vengeance juſtly befell bum tor his 
fins ) he curſed the cruelty of his Wite, the ſimplicity ofthe Fool, but molt bitterly exclaims 
againit the remiſneſs and careleineſs of his ſervant Valerio, in not retaining and: keeping that 
Letter, which is the only cauſe of his death : yea, he is fo far tranſported with choler agaiuſt 
him, as although he hath but a tew hours to live, yet he vows hz will affurcdly cry quitrance 
with him cre he dyc. 

Nqw the charity of his Judges, ſend him Divines that night in Priſon, to prepare and clear 
his Conſcience, and to confirm and fortihe his Soul againſt the morn , in his laſt confi with 
the world, and her flight and tranſmigration to Heavenz who powerfully and religiouſly ad- 
moniſhing him, that it he have committed any other nForious offence or crime . he ſhould 
now do well to reveal it. He likewiſe there and then confefſeth , how he had cauſed his man 
Valegzo to poiſon Pedro with Wine in Priſon, the _ night betore he was executed : where- 
upon this bloody and execrable Wretch(according to his helliſh deſert) is likewiſe apprehend- 
end impriſoned. 

And now God's Mercy and Juſtice brings this unfortunate (becauſe irreligious) Gentleman, 
Albemare, to reccive condign puniſhment tor thoſe his two horrible Murthers which he had 
cauſed to be committed on the perſons of Baretapo and Pedro; who aſcending the Ladder in 

reſence of a world of SpeQators, who flocked from all parts of the City to ſee him take his 
aſt farewel of the world, (the ſight and remembrance of his foul crimes, having now made 
"him not only forrowtful, but repentant ) he briefly delivered theſe few words : 

He confeſſeth that he had hired Pedro and Leonard to kill Baretsno in the fixeet, and ſedu- 

zZ 


ced 


God's Kevenge againſt Niurther. Book Il [n 


cd his {ervant Valerio to poylon Pedro in pritonz whereof, with much grict and contriticn,he 
heartily repented himſclt, and belought the Lord to forgive, it him: he likewiſe beſought Lo: 
ardo and Valerio to forgive him, in reſpe& he kuew he was the cauſe of their deaths ; becauſe 
he was ſure they ſhould not long lurvive him, He likewile torgave his Fool, as being allured, 
that it was rot he in the Letter, but God in. him,that had revealed the Letter for his jult pun- 
iſhment and contuſion. And laſtl y,he with many tears forgave his, Wife and Lady Clara, whom 
he athrmed from his heart, was by tarr too vertuous tor (o diſſclute and vile aHusband as him- 
ſelt. He blamed himſelt tor negl-Cting to love her 3 and curled his Queans and Curcelans, as 
bcing the chick cauſe of all his mitcries ; when requeiting all that were preſent, topray tor 
his ſoul, he was turncd off. | 

But his Judg«s (ccing that he had added Murther to Murther , they held it Juſtice to add 
Puniſhmegt to his Pumthment; and fo he 15 no ſooner cut down, but they caule his body co 
be burnt, and his aſhes to be thrown into the air 3 which is accordingly pertormed. 

Now,becaule thc Lord in his Juſtice will punith as well the Agents, as the Authors of mur- 
ther, wiules 4lbcmare is ating the laſt Scere and Cstaſtrophe of his Tragedy, his wretchcd Hire- 
ling, Leonards, and his execrable ſervant, Valerio, are likewile attaintcd, found guilty,and con- 
dcn.ned to be hang'd for their ſeveral Murthers ot Barctano and Pedro; and fo the very ſame 
afternoon they are brought to their Executions , where Leonardo his tormer lite -and profelh- 
on, having made him know better how to lin than repent 3 he, out of a foldier-like bravery, 
(or rather vanity ) thinks rather to territic death, than that death ſhould territie him begging 
pardon for his fins in general, of God and the world, and then bidding the Hang-mau do lus 
Oftice, takes his laſt adicu of the world, 

When immediately Valerio aſcends the Ladder, who having repentance in his heart , and 
gricf and ſorrow in his looks, as near as could be obſerved and gathered, ipake theie words: 

That being poor both in, Friends and Meaus, the only hope and preferment under his Malier, 
made him at his requeſt to poilon Pedro in priſon : That many times fince, he hath heartily 
grieved for it, and now from his very ſoul repents himſelf of it, and befeeches the Lord to 
torgive it him ; that he was as guilty of his murther, as innocent-of Baretano's; yea,or of the 
know!edg thercof, before his Maſtes was impriloned for the ſame 3 and that as this was his: firtt 
_ capital crime, ſoith he muſt now dye, he rejoyced it was his laſt ,, and fo praying all ſervants 
to beware by his miſcrable example not tobe {educed to commit murther , either by cheir 
Maſters, or the Devil : and beſceching all that were preſent, to pray for his ſoul, he religning 
and commending it into the hands ot his Redeemer, was likewiſe turned off. 

And theſe were the miſerable (yet deſerycd) ends of theſe bloody Murtherers; and thus did 
God's Juſtice and Reveuge,triumph over their crimes, and theraſclves,by heaping aud raining, 
down confuſion on their heads from Heaven, when the Devil (1alfly) made them believe they 
ſate ſecure, yea, when they leaſt dream'd thereof on Earth. Oh that the ht and remem- 
brance of their puniſhments, nay reſicain and deterr us from contpiring and committing the 
like crimes ſo thall we live fortunate, and dye happy 3 whereas they dyed miſcrably,becauſe 
they lived impiouſly and prophanely. 

And here fully to conclude aud ſhut up this Hiſtory, ang therejn,as I thinkto give ſome ſa- 
tisfaQtiou to the curiolity of the Reader, who may perchance delire to know what became af- 
ter of the fair and vertuous Clara : Why, her ſorrows were ſo infinite, and her quality and ng- 
ture fo ſorrowful, as being weary of the world, and as it were weighed down with the ince(- 
ſant vanities, croſſes, and atfiictions thereof, ſhe ( notwithſtanding the power and per{waſions 
of her Parcnts) aſſumes her former reſolution, to retire and ſcquelter her {elt txom converſing 
with the world, and ſo enters into the Nunnery of the Aunxiation (fo famous in Millar ) 
where, for ought I know, or can ſince underſtand to the contrary , ſhe yet lives a penlive and 
{olitary life, . 
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GOD's Revenge againſt the Crying and 
 Execrable Sin of Murther. | 


HISTORY XII. - 


La Vaſſclay poiſoxetbier Waiting-maid, Gratiana, becauſe ſhe is jealous that ber Husband,De Merſoh, 
is diſhoneſt with her; wher be lives froms ber : in revenge whereof , ſhe cauſeth bis man, La Vil- 
lete, to mfrtber bimk a in Wood, and then marries bim in requital.The ſaid La VNillete,s year after, 
pr by, 7" the ſame Wood, bis Horſe falls with bim, ard almoſt kjlls birt ; when be confeſſeth the 
murtber of bis Mafter, Dc Mexſon, en accuſeth bis Wife , La Vaſiclay, to be the canſe thereof > fo 

for theſe their bloody crimes, be is banged, and ſhe burnt alive. | 


OW fly, nay, how-impiouſly do we term our ſelves Chriftians , when undet that glo- 

rious and fanQified Title, we ſeek to prophane and detace the glory of Chriſt, in cruelly 
murthering our Brethren his Members ? Effects, not of zeal, but of rage; not of piety, but of 
madneſs, invented by the Devil,and perpetrated by none but by his Agents: lamentable effefRs! 
yea, I ſay, bloody and infernal crimes , which Qtill ruin thoſe who contrive , and confound 
thoſe who finiſh them. For, let us but lack from Earth to Heaven, from Satan to God, from 

' Nature to Grace, and from our Hearts to our Souls, and we ſhall affuredly find it very difficulc 
for usto define, whether Charity be a ſweeter Vertue, and Malice a fouler Vicewhether that 
be more ſecute, or this pernicious, fatal, and dangerous z whether that be a more apparent 

| teſtimony of God's ſaving-grace towards us,or thisof our own inevitable perdition and repro- 
bation. And as it is an odious fin, and diſpleafing facritice in the ſight of God, for one ſtranger 
to kill another ; O then, how much more execrable and diabolical muft it be for a Genthke- 
woman to poiſon her Waiting-rmaid,and for a ſervant to piſtol his Maſter to death,at the infti- 
tion of the ſame Gentlewoman his wife: fox murthers.noleſ# ingratetul and cruel.doth this 
ubſcquent Hiſtory and relate 3 wherein we ſhall ſee, that God in the. triumphs of his ge- 
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venging Juſtice, and out of ſacred providence, hath in all points made their puniſhments as 
ſharp and ſevere, as their crimes were bloody and deplorable. May we then rcad it to God's 
glory, and our own conſolation, which we'thall allured!y pertorm, it we hate the like crimes 
in others, and detelt them 1n our {-1ves. 

In the fur and plcalant;City ot Mas, (being the chiet and Capital of the Province of Mix 
in France » in the very latter years that the Marthal of Boyes-Daulphia. was Governor thereof, 
nuadcs the preſent King Lew XII, his Maſtcr, there dwelt a Gentlewoman, aged threeicore 
and three yeays, termed £2 Kaſſe bay, being well delcended, andtett very zich; as well in Lands 
as Movab's; by hcr late deceated Husband,; - Monſieur rf ; Who was flamiy the bchalf of 
the Pucten-Mither,in the detence of Pont de Sey, atlaultc andtiken by the King, her S5n Now 
although this old Widow, LzVaſſtlzy, (in refpcct of her Age) was tar more fit co fcek God in 
the Church, thatta new Husband m,11cx Bed yet theis weary ot a tinglelite, although it be 
not tully tix Months lincefhe hath buricd her {ccond Husband 3 ( tor the Reader muſt under+ 
ſand, the had tormcrly buricd her tirti , at lcaft' five and twenty years before, and is now 
again reſolved to take a third) and albeit the knew, that the ervility of gbe Widows in France, 
was fuch, that they keldom warry, but almoti never within, the tcrm'of a whole year, yet 
hex conceit and tancy, thinks it not only lawtul, but tit, to bycak this too auſtere cultom 3 and 
therefore (he peremptorily ref{olvcs to live a Wite , and not to dye a. Widow. But this reſo- 
lution of hers, wrre the cither in the Summer or the Autumn ot hcr years, had been as cxcuſa- 
ble and praiſe-worthy, as now it 1avourcd of undecency and inconſtancy , fith ſhe was in- the - 
Winter thereof ; tor Age, delpight ot her Youth, and youthful detires, had thrown Snow on 
her hcad, and new-dyed the colour ot the hair trom black to white : yea, ſhe was {o far trom 
xctaining any ligns or rel:yues of, an indifferent beauty , as the furrows of her tace could not 
juſtly ſhcew any ruins or d<mnolitions thereot 3 and yet (torſooth) the will marry again. Now 
her Birth and Wca!th, rather than her Vertues and Perſonage, invite many old Widowers, 
and ſome rich Gentlemen and Comunceliors oft the famous Preſidial Court of that City , to leck her 
ia marriage 3 and indeed, both for Lands and Money , none her mtcriors, but at leaſt her 
equals, and ſome her bettcers:' but in vain; tor the vanity ot her thoughts fuggeits her, that 
either ſhe is too young tor them, or they too old for her z and theretore the will have none ot 
them : yea, her luſt {cems ſo youthtully to give a Law to her age, and ſhea lye to her years, 
as (he calts off her Mourning-attire, decks her (clt-up in gay gpparel,powdegs her hair, paints 
her face, with a reſolution (torſooth) to have no old Dotard, but a young Gallant, to her Hus- 
band 3 asif thercin ſhe wholly placed, not only her content, but her felicity. But we many 
eames ſee ſuchjrregualar defires, andducly igcontinent defigus,, oft with unexpected miſery, 
and unthought-ot repentance. | 

Now during the time that the vain carriage and deportment of this old Gentlewoman and 
Widow, LzV-ſſelay, made her (elt the laughter and by-word of all Mans, home comes a 
young Gentleman of this Countrcy of Main, termed Monfiewr De Merſon , trom his travel in 
ltaly, whole Father dwelt betwixt LaVall and Gravelle, termed Monſienr De Manfrelle , being a 
Gentleman well deſcended, and rich, and to whom De Merſon was {ccongl ſon , who in a year's 
ablcnce in ltaly, being purpoſely ſent thither by his Father, to enrich his expericnce and capa- 
city ( waich is the true eflence and glory of a Traveller,thereby to bz the mere capable to ſerve 
his Prince ayd Countrcy, as alſo to be a comfort to his age , and a ſecond prop to his Houſe 
and Linage ),he had made ſuch poor and unprotitable.uſe of his travels, as torgetting the ob- 
raining of the Language, and all generous exerciles, perteQions, and qualities, ( ſo requiſite: 
and graceful in Gentlemen) he delighted in nothing ſo much, nay, in nothing elſe, but to paſs 
his time with Curtiſans and Strumpets, elpecially in Venzce, Rome, and Naples 3 where, tor their 
fakes, and his laſcivious plealures, he built up the greateſt part of his Retidencez where he fo 
prodigally ſpcnt and exceeded his Father's cxhibition, as he returns into France, net loaden 
with Vertues and Experieace, but with Vices and Debts; being otherwiſe 4gnorant in all things 
which he ſhould know, and knowing nothing bur that wherein he ſhould be ignorant. Only 
to the end he might thereby ſer the better counterteit tincture on himſclt, and falſe luſter on 
his Endowments and Proficiency, he ſuperficially brought away, or rather borrowed ſome Italian 
Phraſes and Complements, which he thought would not anly paſs currant with the Gentle- 
meu and Ladies of Fraxce, but alſo draw them into admiration, as well of himſclf, as them: * 
When immediately upon his arrival, that he might the better ſee and make himſelf ſeen of 
the World, he flaunts it out in brave Apparcl, both in'L” Aval, Angiers, and Mans: yea, there 
15 {carce any great Fealt or Marriage in all thoſe parts, but it he be not invited,yet he purpoſe- 
ly invites him{clt thereat, thereby to make himſelf the more conſpicuous and apparent to the 
eycs of the World,cſpecially of the Ladics and GentRwomen,ia wholc acquaintance and _ 
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he not Gnly cndeavours tv imitate, but ſtrives to engratt himlelt : but his old Father Marfrelle, 
gudicivuſly ublcrving the vain behaviour, -and deportment , carriage of this his Son , he 
excecdingly grieves thereat, becauſe he had well hoped, that his travels would have return- 
ed him as capable and diſcreet, as now he firids him igtforant, and, which is worſe, debauch'd; 
fith he well knew, that cither of theſe two vices was enough , [ufhcient, and powertul , not 
only to ruin his Repucztion, but his Fortunes. 

Again, to add more forrows to hs grict, aud more di{content to his ſorrows: for the vanity 
and levity ot this his Son, cvery week, nay, aimolt every day, brings him iu new Bills of kis 
debtszand a third Falling in upon the neck of tirtt and {econd,and a fourth on the third; which 
being greater than his cliate, or at lealt tis pleature would permit him to pay, he takes his Son 
De Mey{on ate, and very tharply checks him for his old and new prodigaltics, vows thit he 
will neither (ell nor mortgage his Lands, to diſcharge his fooliſh dgbts ; and therefore he bids 

him look to (atishe them, tor that he is tully reſo: ved not to (ee, much Icts to ſpear Witiany 
of his Cteditors, how great or {mall loever the fummes b: he ows tacm. Tits cooling-Card 
of Manfril'e*s, makes luis Son De Merſon not only bite his lips tor forrow: but hang his head for 
anger and vexation; yea, his folly doth fo ecliple and over-veil his judgment hercin,as inttea$ 
of making good uſc hereot , hc takesa contrary refolution, and to retolves to cmbrace- and 
follow the worlt : tor, wherea#he ſhould have made his pride and prodigalitysltrike (ail, and 
now rather feck to re-integrate himfelt into his Father's favours, than any way futurcly tg 
incenſe or cxalperate him againſt him; he only taking counſel ot his Youth, Paſſions, and Cho- 
ler, ( which as talſe and treacherous guides, moſt commonly lead us to mitcry and repentance) 
again precipitates and ingu!phs himlielt afreſh in new debts, both with his V{zerer, Mercer, and 
Taylor; and, no longer able to digeſt his Father's checks and. frowns, he very iuconliderately 
and raſhly packs up his baggage, leaves his houle, rides to Mans, arid there refolves to paſs his 
time that Winter 3 partly hoping that his Father will diſcharge kis debts in his abſence ; but 
more eſpecially, to become acquainted with the Beauties of that City, thereby to obtain ſome 
rich young Heir,or old Widow,for his Wite, whole eſtate aud wealth might ſupport his pride, 
and maintain his exceſlive prodigality and voluptuouſneſs: and indeed, although the two 
former of theſe his hopes deceive him, yet he ſhall ſhortly find and ſee, that the third and laſt 
will not, X | | 
Living thus in Mzns, the bravery of his Apparel and Equipage , the freeneſs of his, cx- 
pences, his cumely talk, perionage, black beard, and fanguine complexion , makes him as 
ſoon acquainted and affect d, as known ot many Ladies and Gentlewomen; and tar the more, 
becauſ: they know his Father, De Maxfrefle, to bea very ancient and ricn Gentleman ot that 
Countrcy of Min, and althougi he is not his Heir, yet in regagd he is his {© cond Son,as alto 
a Trzve!ler, he was the more honoured and reſpected ot all thoſe he frequented 3 fo that the 
very tame and name of Monſieur De Mcrfon , began to be already divulged and kaownin the 
City 3 yca, aad becauſe he was a great B al.adine or Daxcer , there was notolemn Atſembly, 
either pablick or private, but fiill De Merſon made one ; and therc was not a4 repated Beatt- 
ty, or ſuppoſed courtcous Lady in Mans, or thereabouts, but ſuch was his vanity, as he 
ſoon wrought and infinuated himſelt into her acquaintance and tamiliarity z the which he 
made not only his delight, but his glory. And although that in a {mall time , the wiſes 
fort of the Gentlemen and Ladies of the City,tound his,wit and expericnce to come inhnitely 
ſhort of his brave Apparch; yet the more illiterate and ignorant of them (who cfteem all men 
by their luſter, and not by thcir brave worth ) as preterring gay Apparel, and the comeline(s 
of the body, before the exquilite endowments and pertections of the mind : they hold him 
in ſo high a repute and eſteem, as they think him to be the molt. ablolute Gallant, not only 
of Mans, but of all the Countrey of Main: (o eafic it is to captivate the conceits and judg- 


. ments of thoſe who only build their judgements in their conceit., and not their conceits in 


their judgment, 


And of this rank and number was our old Widow, L:zVaſſclay ; who having many times - 


heard of De Merſor's f:me and comely perlonage, and {cen him once at a Sermon, and twice 
at two ſeveral Nuptial-tcaſts, where bis skill and *agility proved hian ©o be one of the prime 
Dancers; ſhe is fo tar in love with him, as ia her thoughts and heart (he wiſheth ſhe had gi- 
ven half her Eſtate and Dowry,conditionally that ſhe were his Witc,and he her Husband:yea, 
' ſhe is fo raviſhed with the comeline(s of his.feature, and the ſweetneſs of his complexion and 
countenancc,as all the World is not half fo dear to her as De M-rſou,nor any man whatſoever, 
by many thouſand degrees , fo delicious to hes cye, aud plcaling to her heart and foul, as 
himfclf. And although ſhe be in the frozen Zone of her age, yet her intemperate luſt makes Ker 
gcfires fo youtbtully intemperate,as torgerting reaſon and modeſiy(that the beſt vertue of our 
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ſoul, and this the chieſc{t ornament of our body) ſhe a thoufand times wiſheth, that Cither D, 
Merſon were impaled in her arms, or, ſhe incloiſtered in his. 

But doting (yea, I may weil near truly ſay )dying old Gentlewoman! is this a time for thee 

to think of a young Husband,when one of thy old teet is, as it were,in thy grave? or being in 
thy Climaderical year of threeſcore and three, art thou yet ſo traughtcd with levity, and ex- 
empt of continency, as thou wilt needs {cek to marry one of hve and twenty ? Fooliſh Lz 
I aſſelay ! if it be not now time, yea, high time tor thee to ſacritice thy delires to continerccy, 
when will it be.if ever it be? Didſt thou refolve to wed a Husband near of thine own avec, and 
ſo to end the remainder ot thy days with him in chaſt and holy Wcedlock 3 that reſolution of 
thine were as cxcuſable, as this, ſdeliring {o young a one, is worthy, not only of blame, but 
of reprehenſion, and, I may ſay, of pity. Contider, contlider with thy ſelf, what a prepoſterous 
attempt and enterpriſe is this ot thine, that when thou ſhouldſt hniſh thy days in devotion, 
and prayer, thou then delightelt to begin then; in concupiſcence and luft, O Lz Vaſſelay, mock, 
at thoſe rebcilions and treacherous pleaſures of the fleſh, which ſeetn to mock at thee, yea, to 
b-tray thee : and if there be yet any (park of thy youth, which lies burning under t}. e cmbcrs 
of thy. age; why,it thy chat thoughts cannox,yet let modelſly,or at lcalt picty,extinguith them, 
God hath already given thee two Husbands,is it not now therefore time,yea,more than time, 
for thee to prepare to give thy felt to God ? Hitherto the cMllity of thy youth hath made 
thee happy 3 aid wilt thou now permit, that the luli of thine age make thee untortunate, or 
peradventure, miſcrable ? and that the purity and candor of that, be diſtained and polluted 
by the foulneſs and obſcenity of this? Alas, alas, incontinent and inconliderate G-ntlewoman! 
of a grave Matron, become not a youthtul Giglet; or it thou wilt not ſuffer the eyes of thy bo- 
by, at leaſt permit thoſe of thy ſoul, tv look from thy painted cheeks, to thy ſnow-white hair, 
who can intorm and tell thee, that thou art far fitter for Heaven, than Earth, ith thoſe Flea 
{ures arc eternal, and theſe tranſitory 3 for God, than a Husband, (tch he only can make thee 
bleffed; whercas (in reward of thy laſcivious luſt ) this peradventuxe may be reſerved to make 
thee both unfortunate and wretched. 

But the vanity of this old Gentlewoman's thoughts and defircs, do fo violently fix and ter- 
minate on the youth and beauty of young and (as {he immodeſtly terms him ) fair De Merſox, 
as the only conſideration of her delight and pleaſure , weighs down all other reſpes ; ſo 
that neither reaſon nor modelty, advice nor per{walion , 'can prevail with her reſolution to 
divert her affe tion from him , but love him ſhe doth , and ( which is repugnant as well 
to the inſtin& of Nature, as to the influence of Modeſty , and rules ct Civility ) ſeek him 
for her Husband the will ; yea, the is already become fo fottiſh in her afteion , and fo laf- 
civiouſly tervent in her dclires towards him, that her heart chinks of him by day, her foul 
by night 3 that admires him as the very life of her telicity z and this adores him as the only 
content and glory ot her lite : ſhe will not ſee the greatneſs of her own eſtate aud wealth, 
nor conſider the {malnefs ot his means and hopes , in that he is not an Heir, but a ſecond 

rother : ſhe will not enquire attcr his debtsand vices, to know what thoſe may be, what 
theſe 3re 3 ſhe will not think what a prepoſterous diſparity there is betwixt the tire of his 
yourh, and the ice of her age 3 nor what a world of diſcontents and afflictions are incident to 
proceed thereot : ſhe will not conlider, that in endowing him with all her wealth, that ſhe 
thereby impoveriſheth many , as well of her own kindred, as of thoſe of her two former 
Husbands, to whom 1n the right of Nature it more juſily and properly belongs : and to con- 
clude and ſhut up this point, the will not imagine or dgearn to how many laughters and ſcan- 
d:ils of the world ſhe cxpoleth her {c1t, who will notonly call her diſcretion, bat her modeſty 
ir queſtion, tor matching with ſo young a Gentleman as De Merſon, to whom for age the may 
nt only well be Mother, but ( which is more) Grandmother. Bur contrariwiſe , this fooliſh 
old Gentlewoman having ſcnt her wits a.wool-gathfring on his ſweet and eomely perſonage; 
his youth, and her affection, like two impetuous torrents, and furious inundations, bear down 
all other reſpe&s and conſiderations betore them : yea, they lo ſubmerge her reaſon, and quite 
drown her diſcretion, as the hath no eyes unſhut to (ce the one, nor cars unſtopped to hear the 
other ; ſo that it ſhe delire any thing in the world, it is (as formerly is obſerved) that ſhe live 
to ſee De Merſon her Husband , and her (elt his Wite 3 which to effe& and accomplith , ſhe 
knows no better nor fitter Agent to employ herein, than one Moxſfiexr De Pruneaut , an ancient 
Councellor of the Preſidial Court of that City, who was the only Councellor both to her laft * 
Husband, and ker {c1t; and of whoſe diſcretion, integrity, and hdelity, ſhe had all the reaſons 
of, the world to rett confident and aſſured. . 6 

New although the Wikdom and Experience of De Prumean ſuggeſted him,with what an cx- 

tream incquality there was betwixt De Merſon's yquth, and LaV aſſelay's age., which he could 


not 
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not more pertincntly parallcl and compare, than to Winter and Summer , the Spring and 
Harvcli : and theretore, how many afflictions and mileries were ſubject to attend and wait 
on ſuch prepoſterous marrtages, whereot he had tormerly ſecn divers lamentable examplcs 
and wotul experiences, as well oft men, as women , who had (utfered ſhipwrack upon thar 
Scylla, and this Charibdzs z he like an honeli man, and indeed a truzr triend to her than ſhe was 
ro her {{1t, produceth ſome ot the tormer alledged reafons to her conlideration , thereby to 
divert the tircam of her ill-grounded aticction, trom De Merſon, and ( 1n general terms ) to 
convey and conduct it to ſome elder perſonage, whole ycars ( and theretore their difpotiti- 
ons and affections ) might the better agree and ſympathize. But when he tccs that her love 
to De Mcrſeron was lo hirmly and 1nimovably (etlcd, as that it not only appearcd to im to be 
her grief, but her torment, to be any way crotled or contradicted therein, then he changerh 
his language 3 and becauſe the will not hearken to his advice, he theretore gives way to her 
reſolution, promiſcth her his utmolt power, and bett endeavours, (pecdily to cf. cx and come 
paſs her delires ; when taking leave each of other, at laſt LzVaſſclay remembring the had 
forgotten {omething, calls him again, and prays him, that it De Merſon be inquiticive to know 
her direct age, that he ſubliract away at leaſt ten years thereot 3 fo that whereas the i5 lixty 
three, to afhrm that ſhe is very little above fitty : whereunto the her (clt bluſhing, De 2runeas 
not able likewilc to rctrain from {miling, promileth her to bs very mindful thereof, To 
which end, he ( with the firtt conveniency ) finds out De Merſon , acquaints him how 
much he is obliged to Madamnyſelle LV aſſelay , tor her affetion to him; lays betore him 
the Nobility of her Deſcent and Blood, the greatnels of her Eſtate and Means, as allo the 
exccllency ot her vertues that hity years 15 the molt of her age z and that ſhe 15 not by far 
ſo old,as pleating and lovely; that the atte&s him above all the men in the world; yea, and de- 
liresno man in the world for her Husband, but himfelt , and, that when he plcaleth, (he de- 
fires the honour of his company to her houſe z with many other intimations and inlinuations 
conducing that way. 

; De Merſon having formerly underſtood of LzVaſſclay*s rich Eſtate and Dowry, as alfo of 
the truth of her age, he likes the firit well; and although he diſtaſte, yet he will diſſemble the 
ſecond; he thanks De Pruneas for his pains, and Lz Vaſſelay tor her love toward him 3 promi- 
ſeth to requite the firft; and if her wealth and vertues correſpond with his relation, to deſcrve 
the ſecond: alledging further,that although there be a great inequality iu their age, yet fith he 
15no Heir, but a ſecond Brother, yet it is rather likely, than impoſlible, tor it to be a Match 
betwixt thernz and in the mean time, to requite part of her attection,he promiſeth to ſup with 
her, the night following, at her houſe, where he only defires his companYand aflitiance, that 
they may the more eftetually and ſecretly conlult ot this bufinels , which he hopes will fo 
much import, as well her good and his content , as her content and his good : and fotor that 
time they part. | : 

De Pruxeau having received this pleaſing and diſcreet anſwer from De Merſon , he returns 
with the relation and repetition thexeot to LaVaſfelay 3 vows, that his exterior teature is no 
way an{werable, but comes far ſhort of his interior vertues and diſcretion : and, that by all 
which he either can colle& from his ſpeeches, or gather trom his deportment and behaviour, 
he is, in his conceit, the moſt accampliſhed Gentleman,not only of Mans, tut of France; and fo 
bids her prepare her Supper, and her ſelt, to entertain him the next night, Which anſwer ot 
De Merſon's, and relation of De Prameax, is {0 pleating to her heart and thoughts, as her age 
(cems to be already raviſhed with joy at the conceit of his youth z when thiaking every mi- 
nuce a month, and every hour a year, before ſhe be made happy, and her houſe blefled with 
his preſence, ſhe leaves no coſt unſpared,or unſpent,to make his entertainment an{werab'e to 
his welcome; whereof, whiles ſhe 1s not only carctul, but curious in providing, let us curlorily 
{peak a word or two how De Merſon entertains and digelicth this unexpe&ted motion and at- 
fection of Ls Vaſſelay. 

He laughs in his tleeye to fee her youthtul affections (o flouriſhing in this Autumn, nay, in 
this Winter of her Age, as to deſire and ſeek fo young a Gentleman as humſelt tor har Huſ- 
band : but he underitands ſhe is exceeding rich, and theretore xefglves, that this vertue is ca- 
pable to over-value and ranſom that detect and error of hers, He fees that his Father will not 
pay his debts , and that he of himſelf cannot 3 that they growing more clamorous, will 
thortly become ſcandalous; which will not only direcly prevent , but infallibly ruin his 
tortunes., He conſidereth how difplcating her age will be to his youth; as alſo , that there is 
ro Hell comparable to that of a diſcontented b<d 3 and then again, his debauch'd and luftful 
thoughts ſuggeſt him this remedy , That Mans hath Beauties enough for him to recreate 


himſelf, and to paſs his time with; although ſhe have him ſomegimes in her bed, yer my 
ave 
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have younger Laſles and Ladics in his arms, both when and whcre he pleaſcth. He conlider- 
eth, that rich Widows are not {o toon found, as lought 3 nor {o {oon obtained, as tound 3 and 
that if he refule La Vaſſelay this day, he may not only repent it to morrow, but perchance ail 
the days of Nis lite; and although his Will may, his Power ſhall not be able to repair 
or redrels this error of his all his lite atter. He is not 1gnorant, that Gentlewomen of her age 
and wealth, are {ubje& to be as {oon lolt as won in a humour , and theretore then loſt , be- 
cauſe not then won. Again, that the elder the is, the ſooner the will dyc, and he then is at li- 
berty to marry as young a Virgin as he plealethz and that her Wealth would then prove a truc 
prop and ſweet comtort to his age. And to conclude and hnith this conſultation of his, the 
is without children to molett and trouble him, and theretore to be defired ; ſhe is vertuous, 
diſcrect, and of an cxccllent tame and reputation, and thcrefore dcelcrves to be accepted and 
not refuſed. - : 
Upon the grounds of which reaſons and couliderations, he makes good his promiſe to De 
Prunear, and comes the next night both ro vitit and fup with LzVaſſclay, who having pur- 
poſely deckt her (clf up ia her youthtul and gayelt Apparel, receives him with all demon- 
{irations of affection and joy. At his firſt arrival, he attords her two or taree kifles 3 whereat 
ſhe infinitely both xcjoyceth and eriumpheth , and", ina word, he nnds that his,we'come not 
only excecds his deſcrts, but his expectation 3 and bclieve me, it was worth his obſcrvation to 
ſce how ſuperficially his youth lookcd on her age 3 and how artiticially and Jutitully her age 
gazcd on his youth. Now by this time Supper 15 {erved in, wherein her attc&ion' was again 
diſcovered to him in the curiolity and bounty thereof : Where De Pruneau,to give lite to thcir 
mirth,tells them both, That he hopes this their hrit mceting and intervicw wil produce effects 
anſwcrable to both their contents and deſires, whereat De Merſon cannot rctrun from bluſh- 
ing, nor La Vaſſclay trom [miling : they are all very plealant and jocond at Table, and ſhe, 
to give thc better edg and rel/ith to his atie&10n, ſtrives to {eem far younger than indeed ſhe 
is, and than he knows her to be: yea, the doth fo cunningly intermix and diſperie youthtul 
ſpeeches amidſi her aged gravity, as it the were not old, or at leaſt newly made young. Now 
whiles ſhe feaſted her cycs on his freth countenance, and fair complexion ; he ſends his abroad 
to look on her Plate , rich Hangings, and Houſhold-fiuft, wherewith he ſaw her Houſe was 
richly and plentifully furniſhed. Supper ended, and.the cloth taken away, they arc no ſoon- 
er fallen trom their Viands, but they tall to their talk, De Merſon kindly and tami'iarly ta- 
king his new-old Mittris in his Arms, as it he had alrcady given her a place in his heart and 
affe tions; which gnakes her, beyond her lelt, both merry and joyful. I will not troublg 
the Reader with the repetition ot what ſpeeches and complements here paſt betwixt them z 
becauſe in this, and my tuture Hittories, 1 will tollow the fame method ot brevity which I 
have propoſcd and obſerved in my former. Let then his inquilitive curioſity underitand, 
that they parted very lovingly and affeQtionately this firſt time 3 and De Merſon, although 
he were a debauched Gentleman , yet he 1s not fo ſimple to omit , but rather {o well advited 
to pry into the true depth and naked truth of her Eſtate 3 and the rather , for that he hath 
known many Gentlemen who have been fetch'd over, and gull'd in this nature, and jn mar- 
Tying one Widow, have match'd themſelves to two Thieves; and credulouily thinking hes 
rich, have in the cnd found her a very beggar. Whereupon he takes three days reipite to 
re(olve ; and to with ſome kifles, and many thanks for her aft&ion, and kiad eutertain- 
ment and great cheer, he tor that night takes his leave of her z whole tair carriage , and dif- 
creet reſolution in temporizing, Ls Vaſſelay applauds, and De Pruneau approves : So De 
Merſon having ſpent the firtt and i{ccond day in (urveying the Writings of her Dowry, the 
Leaſes of her Lands and Houles, and the Bonds and Bills of Dcbts duc to her, with all her 
ready Money, Plate, and other moveables : he finds her Eftate to anſwer his expeation, and 
her report z and that ſhe 15 reallygworth in Land,6000 Franks yearly,and her moveables worth 
at lcatt 1 $00 more: he the third day publickly concraGts him(clt to her 3 and having 2dvertiled 
hisFather thcrof,who likes the wealth berter than the widow, within eight days atter privatly 
marricshcr z which adminilireth cauſe of ſpeech and wonder in and about Mans; ſome bla- 
ming her ot indiſcretion and &yuy.to match fo young a Gentlemanzothers taxing him of tolly 
to marry {o 01d a Widow; ome extolling and applauding his judgment, in enriching himſclt 
with fo great an Eſtate, which would not only detace his debts,ſecure his youth and age from 
the ſtorms of want,and the tempelts of neceflity,but alſo in the one & the other maintain him 
richly, proſperoutly, and gallantly. And others again believing and preſaging, that this their 
great incquality and diſparity of years, would cithcr of the one {ide,or other,or both, produce 
many diſcontents and atflictions, inliead of hoped-tor joys and proſperities. Thus every one 
ſpeaks diftcrently of this prepolicrous Match, according as their paſſions and fancics dictate 
| them 
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then but which of all theſe opinions and judgments ſpeaks truelt, we ſhall not go tar to un- 
deritand and know. 

We have ſeen the conſummation of this marriage, Touth wedded to Age , May to December, 
and young De Merſon to old La Vaſſclay : in which Contract and Nuptials, either of them are 
{o vain, and both to irreligious, as caring wholly for the pleaſures of their bodies, they have 
not therein ſo much as once thought ot their (ſouls, or of Heaven. Yca,God is not fo much as 
once nominated or remembred ot them, All the ends of Marriages, arc only two, God's glory, 
and the propagation of Children; and becauſe they cannot hopefor the ſecond, mult they there 
tore needs be fo impious, as to torget the tirlt 5 Ay me?! it his youth had attained no more 
Grace, could her age retain no more goodneſs? or how can they flatter themſelves with any 
hope, that this marriage of theirs can pollibly proſper, when only her aim and end therein is 
Juſt, and his w-alth ? It a building can fublitt and flouriſh, which hath a rotten and reeling 
foundation, then this match ot theirs may proſper, otherwiſe cannot 3 tor what more rotten 
than the bealily pleaſurcs ot her lulttul, and yet decayed age 3 and what more reeling and hic- 
kle, than the contitant inconltancy ct his laſcivious youth ? which make my thoughts juſtly 
fear, and my heart cruly prefage and apprehend, that repentance, not pleaſure ; affliction, noc 
joy 3 miſery, not proſperity, is at the hcels to attend and tollow theſe their Nuptials; As mark 
we the ſeque), and it will briefly inform us how. 

De Merſon hath not been married two whoJe months to Lz V aſſelay, but he begins to repent 

himſelf that ever he matched her; tor he now (ces, though betore he would not, that it is im- 
poſlible for hisyouth to tadg and ſympathizewith her age,he (ces that he hath a decrepit, fick- 
ly and decayed body, and that (he is never free of the Cough and Rheum, as alſo of an Ifſuz 
in her left arm, which is not only dilplcating, but loathſome to him. Yea, when the hath 
taken off her Ruff and head-attire, and dighted her ſelf in her night habiliments, then he 
vows he is afraid of her Lamb-skin turred Cap and W atft-coat and takes her withered face 
tor a Vizard or a Comet, which yeelds no delight but terror to his eyes, ſwearing that he ſerves 
only for a Bed-pan to heat her trozen body, which of it (clt is far colder than a Marble-tatze 
Yea, he is (© tar out of love with her,becaulc, to write the truth,he never truly loved her,thac 
her ſight is a Plague to him, her prelence by day a Purgatory, and her company by night a very 
Hell. 
But debauched and diilolute Gentleman, theſe vicious and impious conceits of thine, cortie 
immediately trom Hell and Satan,and are no way intuſcd in thy thoughts by Heaven,much leſs 
inſpired in thy heart by God 3 Conkhider, contider with thy (elf, that if LzVaſſelay be old, yet 
ſhe is now thy wite, and that whatſoever De Pruneau or her ſelt informed thee of fifty years, 
yet thou knowelt ſhe could not be leſs than fixty three, and more ſhe is not. In which regard 
marriage( the holy inſtitution of Heaven )having now made yet two,one,it thou wilt not love 
her age,at leali thou,ſhouldſt reverence it 3 or it thow'can(t nokafte&t her,thou ſÞnot hate 
her, Hath ſhe iumperteGtions ? what woman in the world lives without them is ſhe pe- 
tired with diſcaſcs, who can be either eFempted from them,or prevent them ? Thou haſt vow- 
ed in Temple of the Loxd, and in the preſence of him and his people, not only to love, but 
to honour her 3, amd is thy, inconſtancy and impiety already ſuch, as torgetting that promiſe 
and vow of thine, thou dolt now not only diſhonour, but deſpiſe and contemn her ; and that 
thou only madelt that vow purpolely to break it ? O De Merſon, it thou art not capable of coun» 
ſel, yet do but belicve the truth, and.thou wilt find, that if thou wiltnot love her, becaule ſhe 
is too old to be thy witez yet thou ſhouldſi reſpe&t and regard her, b:cauſe ſhe is old enough 
to be thy Grandmother ;. tor as it is incivility not toreverence Age; {0 it is impiety to diſdain 
2nd malign it,and if inany man towardsa meer ſtranger, how much more in a Husband to his 
own wife ? And becauſe 1415 eafier to elpy our Wive's imperfeQions,than to find out, or reform 
our own 3'if thy Wife La Vaſſclay be guilty of any fault towards thee,it is becauſe ſhe loves thee 
too well, and atfects thee toodearly, 

We have ſeen De Merſon's diſtaſte of his wite Lz Vaſſelay : Let us now lee how ſhe likes, or 
rather why the ſoon diſlikes him 3 tor he bears himſclt @firangely, and withall, founkindly 
towards her, as her delires of his youth come far ſhort both of her expeQation and hops; for 
if he lie with her one night, he wandreth fix from her ; is ſtill abroad,/and ſeldome or neverat 
home with her ; yea, he-is of ſuch a gadding humour, and ranging diſpoſition, and his thoughts 
and delights are trauſported elſewhere, nut at home, with other young Damesof Mans, 
not with her ſelt 3 and the vanity ot his pleaſures do fo far ſurprize and captivate him, that he 
is already b2come {o vicious, as he makes day his night, and night his day 3 living rather like 
a voluptuous Epiczre, than a temp-rate or civil Chriſtian z Neither, quoth ſhe, 1s it jealouſic 


bat truth which makcs her pry ſo narcowly into ſuch lewd and laſcivious actions, PAN 
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the farther ſhe wades, the nfvre cauſe ſhe finds both ot grict and vexation z3 which makes her 
wiſh, that ſhe had been blind when ſhe firſt ſaw him; and either he, or her (clf ; in Heaven, 
when they ſo unfortunately married each other here upon Earth. 

How now, fond and fooliſh old Gentlewoman! are thy joys ſo foon converted into ſorrows, 
and thy triumphs into tears? why, thou haſt juſt cauſe to thank none but thy ſelf for theſe thy 
croſſcs and afflictions, fith thy luittul and laſcivious delires were not only the author, but the 
procurer of them : for, hadit thou bcen niore modeli,and lefs wanton,thou mightelt have ap- 
parent!y ſcen, and providently forc-leen, that De Merſon's youth was too young for thy age,b<- 
cauſe thy age was too old for his youth: fo that hadſt thou been then but half fo ſtayed and 
wiſe, as now thou art forrowful, thou needeſt not grieve for that which thou cant not redreſs, 
nor repent for that which is out of thy power to remedy. But, raſh and inconliderate woman! 
how comes this to pals, that thou art ready to entertain jealouhie, when death ſtands ready to 
entertain thee ? Could all the courſe of thy tormer youth be fo happy, not to be acquainted 
with this vicc? and doth now thy frozen age think it a vertue to admit and embrace it?Ay me, 
I grieve to ſee thy tolly, and lament to underſtand thy madnels in this kind : for, what is jea- 
louſie, but the rage of our thoughts and brains, the 4ilturber of our peace and tranquillity.the 
encmy of our peace and happinets, the traytor to our judgment and underlianding,the plague 
ot our lite, the poyſon of our hearts, and the very bane and canker of our fouls ? Jcaloutic ! 
why, it is the daughter of Frenzy, and the mother of Madneſs: it is a vice purpolely ſent from 
hell, to make thole wretched cn carth, who may live fortunate and happy, and yet will not, 
ycea,it i5 a vice which I know not whether it be more eahie to admit,or dithcult to expel, being 
admitted. But, L2Vaſſelay, expel it thou muſt,at leatt,if thou think to live fortunate,and not 
to dyc miſerable, Wert thou as young, as aged, thy jealouſie might have ſome colour and ex- 
cuſe in meeting with the cenſures of the world 3 whereas now, not deſerving the one,it can- 
not receive the other. Andas thoſe women are both wiſe and happy, who wink at the youth- 
tal eſcapes of their Husbands; fo thy jealouſie makes thee both meritorious and guilty of thy 
affiictions, becaule thou wilt be lo fooliſh to eſpy,and ſo malicious to remember theſe of thine. 
Is De Merſon given and addicted to other women ? Why, pardon him, becauſe he is a young 
m2n : aud as he is thy Husband, and thou his Wite, belicve that he ts every way more worthy 
of thy prayers, than of thine cuvy. 

Thus wc ſce upon what fatal and ominous terms theſe late married couple now ſtand : De 
Merſon's youth icorning and ſpurning at his Wife La Vaſſelay*s age, and wholly addicting him- 
ſelf to others; and her age growing infinitely jealousot his youth : fo that for any thing I ſee 
or know to the contrary,thele different vices have already taken ſuch deep and dangerous root 
in them, as they threaten not %P the ſhipwrack ot their content, but ot their fortunes, if not 


of theighvec 

Now og to find out the particular obje& of Ls Voſſelay's jealouſie, as her fooliſh curiolity 
hath alrcady the general cauſc z we muft know, that the hath a very proper young Gentlewo+ 
man who attends her, of ſome eighteen years of ageFtermed Gratians , of a middle tiature, 
ſomewhat inclining to fatne(s, having a freſh ſangmnoe. complexion , and bright flaxen: hair ; 
ſhe being indeed every way exceeding ovely and fair; and with this Gratzna , ſhe fears hor 
Husband is more familiar, than either modeſty or chaſtity can permit : and yet ſhe bath ouly 
two poor rea(ons for this her credulity and jealoufie; and God knows, 'they are poor aud 
weak ones indeed ; The firſt is, that ſhe thinks her own withered face ſerves only bur as a foil 
to make Gratiana's freſh beauty ſeem the more precious and 'amiable 'in his eyes, The ſecond 


| is, that the once ſaw him kils her in her preſence in the Garden, when the brought him a 


Handkercher, which his Page had forgotten to give him. Ridiculous grownds, andtrivial 
reaſons, tor her to build her fear, or ere@ her jealoufic on, or to inventand raiſe ſo tou! ſcan- 
dal and calumny ! And yet not to ſuppre(s, but to report the whole truth, De Merſon was laſ- 
civiouſly'in love with Gratiaa, had often tempted her defloration , but” could never obtain 
her conſent thereunto; for the was &5{chaſt as fair, and impregnable either to be ſeduced 'by 
his gifts and preſents, or to be vangutied and won by his treacherous promiſes, protettatians, 
and oaths : for ſhe to!d him plainly and peremptorily, when ſhe ſaw him begin to grow im- 
portunate and impudent in this his folly , That although ſhe were but -apoor Gentlemar!s 
daughter,yet ſhe thanked God,that her Parents had ſo vertuouſly train'd her upin the School 
of Honour, that ſhe would rather dye, than live to be a Strumpet to any Gentleman or Prince 
of the World. Which chaſt anſwer, and generous reſolution of hers, did then ſoquench the 
flames of his laſcivious and inordinate affection to her , as thenceforth he exchanged his luſÞ 
into love towards her; and vowed, - that he would both reſpe& and honour her as his Siſter. 
Now although they both keep the paſſage of this bulinels ſecret from his Wite, her Miftris ; 
yct 
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yet notwithſtanding, as it 15 the nature ot Jealouſie, not to hearken to any reaſon, nor approve 
of any belict but ot her own; theretore the is conhdent, that he lics with” Grations ottncr 
than with her (elf ; which the vows the cannot digeſt, and will no longer tolerate. To which 
end ( with a molt malicious and (irange kind of treachery ) ſhe makes fair weather with Gra- 
tians ; and (thinking to cool her hot courage, and to allay the heat of her kaxutjons ) 
looking one day fedfaiily in her tacc, the tells her, that ſhe hath need to be let blood,ts prevent 
a Feaver; whereunto, although chaſte and innocent Grarians was never formerly It bluod,ſhe 
notwithſtanding willingly contents thercuntoz whilth to effe, La Vaſſelay ( like a baſe Mitttis, 
and a treacherous {tep-dame ) ſends tor an Apothecary, named Rexnee, gives hinra watch-word 
12 his ear, to draw at lealt fixteen ounces ot blood from Gratians, tor that ſhe was ſtrong)y 

centred intoa burning Fever z bur he being as honeſt as the was treacherous and crucl, rold her, 
that the drawing ot (o great a quantity of blood from her, might not only impair her hea!th, 
but endanger her lite. But the replies, 1t was ſo ordered by a Dofor ; whereupon he opeas her 
right-arm vein ; and as he had ncar drawn ſo much trom this poor harmlets young Gentle- 
roman, the faints twice ina Chair bet wixt their arms, and all the cold water they threw in her 
face, could very hardiy retctch her, and keep lite in her 3 this old hard-hearted Hag ftil! not+ 
withſtanding crying out, that it was not blood enough : having no other reaſon for this her 

treachery and cruelty, but that indeed ſhe thought it not enough, or lufficient to quench the 
unquenchable thirſt and flame of her jealouſiez of which this is the firki ett towards this 
innocent young Gentlewoman ; but we ſhall not go far to ſee a ſecond. 

Gratianz is (o tar from dreaming ot her Miſtris jealoulic toward her Maſter and her (elf; or 
from once thinking of this her treacherous letting her blood, as ſhe thanks her for hcr atfect- 
on and care of her health 3 and now the very next day atter De Merſox dining at home with 
his old wite ( which he had not done in many days kefore ) and fſecing Gratians look fo white 
and pale demands of her, it ſhe be not well; and then quettioneth his wite what ails her Gentle- 
woman t0 ook {o ill, which ſhe ſeems to put off with a tcigned excuſe ; but withall ( as if this 
care of her Husband towards Gratiana, werea true confirmation of their difhor<ity, and het 
zealouſie ) ſhe retains the memory thereot decply m her heart and thoughts z yea, it is ſo fre- 
quent, and fied i her imaginations, as ſh: cannot, ſhe will not any longer ſuffer or endure 
thisatiction of her Husband.to Granatiz ; nor that Granatis's youth ſhall wrong La Voſſelay's 
age in the rites and duties ot Marriage. Wherefore caſting ſad aſpeRs on him, and malignant 
looks on her, ſhe to pleaſe and give (atisfagtion to her jealoulie ( which cannot be pleaſed or (a- 
tisticd with any thing but revenge ) reſolves to make her know what itis, for a Waiting-maid 
to offend and wrong her Miltris in this kind ; when not to diminiſh,but rather to-augtnentand 
redouble her former cruelty toward her : Her Husband riding one day abroad in company of 
diversother Gentlemen ot the City, to hunt Wolvgs, which abound in thoſe vaſt and ſpacious 
woods of Min, ſhe under pretence of ſome other buſineſs, calls Gratians alone into her inner 
Chamber, when bolting the door after her, ſhe with meager and pale envy'in her looks, and 
implacable fury and choller in her ſpeeches, chargeth her of diſhonetty wich her Husband , 
calling her whore, ſtrumpet, and baggage 3 affirming, that the time and hour is now corne for 
her to be revenged of her. Poor Gratians, both amazed and atfrightzd at this ſudden and fu- 
rious, both unexpected and undeſerved alarm of her Miftris, ſeeing her honour, and ( as ſhe 
thinks aud fears ) her lite called in queſtiag, ſhe after a world of fighs and tears, terms her ac- 
cuſers Devils and Witches, vows by herpart in Heaven, and upon the peril of h:r owa (on', 
rhat ſhe is innocent of that crime whereof ſhe accuſed her, and that neither in deed or thought 
ſhe was ever diſhoneſt or unchalt with any man of the world, much lets with her Maſter. But 
this will not ſatisfic incenſed Ls Vaſſelay,neither are thele ſpeech:s or tears of Grenatiz of pow - 
er to pals currant with her jealoatie ; bur reputing them falle and counterfeit, ſhe calls in her 
Chamber-maid and Cook-maid, whom the had purpoſely layd there, and bids them unſtrip 
Gratians naked to her walte, and to bind her hand and foot tothe Bed-polt, which with much 
repining and pity, they are at laſt entorcedto do. When commanding them forth che Chan - 
ber, and bolting the door after them, ſhe not like a woman, bur rather asa fury of hell flies to 
poor innocent Gratiana, and with a great birchen rod,doth not only raze but ſcarific her arms, 
back,and ſhoulders; when harmleſs toul, ſhe(though in vain) having no other defenſive wea- 
pons but her tongue,and her innocency,cryes aloud to Hzaven and Earch for fuccour. But this 
oid Hag as ful of malice asjealoulic,hath no compaſſion of her cryes,or pity of her lighs ; yea, 
ncither the fight of her tears or blood ( which trick;zing down her cheeks and ſhou!ders ,doth 
both bedew and ingrain her (mock ) acc of power to appzate her fury ad envy, untill havinn 
ſpent three rods, and tired and wearied both hcr arms, ſhein th: heat of her choler, andthe 
height of her revenge, deiivers her theſe bitter and (cofſing words , M:nion, this, th;; is the way, 
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yea, the only way t# cool the beat of tby courage, and ro quench the fire of thy luſt : When calling in her 
two Maids, ſhe commands them to unbind Gratiana, aud to help on her clothes ;' when tri- 
umphing in her cruelty, the furiouſly departs and leaves them ; who cannot refrain from tears, 
to lee how ſeverely and cruelly their Miftris had handled this her poor Gentlewoman. 
Gratiana,thegbetter to remedy thele her inſupportable and crue] wrongs, holds ir diſcretion 
to diſlemble them 3 and (o providing her felt tecretly of a hore and man; the the next-night 
ltcals away, rides to Ls Ferte, and trom thence to her Father at Nogent le Rotrow, where he was 
ſuperintendent of the Prince of Cond:'s Hoſe and Cattle in that Town,and where the Princeſs 
Dowager, his Mother, built up the greateſt part of her ſorrowtul Reſidence, while he was de- 
tained Priſoner in the Caſile ot - Boys de Vincennes, near Paris. La V aſſclay grieves at this her ſud- 
den and unexpected departure,the which ſhe fears her Husband De Merſox,and her Father Moa- 
fieur de Bremay,will take in il] part; wherein ſhe 1s no way deceivedzfor the one grieves,and the 
other ſtorms thereat : yea, when'De Merſos (through flattery and threats ) had drawn from the 
Chamber-maid and Cook-maid,the truth of his Wive's cruel whipping of Gratiana, as alſo the 
cauſe thereof, her Jealoulic ; he juſtly incenfed and enraged, flycs to this his ſortiſh and crucl 
Witke, tells her, That Jcaloufic comes trom the Devil, whole part he affirms ſhe hath adted; and 
acting this upon innocent Gratiana, than whom there lives not a chalter Maid in the Wo:1d, 
Thatalthough ſhe were poor, yet that the was as well deſcended as her felt. In which regard, 
it ſhe did not ſpecdily right and redeem her wrongs, and (eek . means'to pacitic and recalt her, 
that he woald torthwith leave her, yea,and utterly forlake her. Which cooling-card of his to 
his Wife, makes her look-on her tormer erroncous Cruelty towards Gratians, rather with ont- 
ward grict,than inward zepentance.But ſccing that her jealoutic muſt now ſtoop and firike ail 
to her Husband's cholcr; and that to enjoy his company,the mult not be exempted and depri- 
ved of hers; thc, contrary to her defire and will, ( which ſtill retains the fumes and flames of 
jcaloufic, as that doth of revenge is enforced to make @ vertue of neceſſity,and (o to bear up with 
the time, feigning her ſelf repentant and forrowtul tor that ſhe had tormerly done to Gratia- 
#2 : ſhe, to reclaim her, buyes her ſo much wrought black Taffaty for a Gown, and fo much 
crimſon Damask for a Petticoat, and, with a Bracelet of Pearl which ſhe accuſtomed to wear 
upon her right arm,ſhe ſends it to Nogent to her,by La Vilette, a Gentleman of her Husbands & 
accompaniecth it with a Letter to her Father Moxfiexr de Bremay,which contained theſe words. 


LA VASSELAY to DE BREMAY. ; 

| 2 hy —_ ed Truth from Error, and metamorphoſed Jealouſic mto Judgment , I find that 

I bave wronged thy Gratiana, whereas Tgrieve with contrition,and ſorrow with repent ance, ſith 
my Huband's vows and oaths bave fully cleared ber Honour and Chaſtity , which my fooliſh incredu- 
lity and fear raſhly attempted both to eclipſe and diſparage : in which regard, praying ber to forgive, and 
t2by ſelf to forget that wrong, I earneſily deſire ber ſpeedy return by this Bearer , and ye both ſhall ſee, 
that I never formerly bated ber ſo mucb,as benceforth I will both love and bonour ber. Thave now ſent ber 
ſome ſmall tokens of my affeQion; and ere long ſhe ſhall find greater effels and teſtimonies thereof : f'r 
knowing ber to be as chaſt as fair, in this, De Bremay, Trequeſt thee to ret confident, That as ſhe is now 
thy Daughter by Nature, ſo ſhe ſhall be henceforth mine by Adoption. 


kA VASSELAY., 


De Bremay having received. this Letter, and his Daughter Gratiane theſe kind tokens from 
her Miſtris, LaVaſſelsy ; his choler, and her grief and ſorrow, is {oon defaced and blown away: 
ſo he well fatihed, and ſhe content and pleaſed, he ſends her back from Nogent to Mans, by Lz 
Vilette, by whom he writes this enſuing Letter to his Miſtris, Lz Vaſſelay, in anſwer of hers. « 


DE BREMAY to LA VASSELAY. 


HY Letter bath given me ſo much content and ſatisfaGion, as thy undeſerved cruelty to my daugh- 

ter, Gratiana, did grief and indignation. And had ſhe been guilty of that crime whereof -thy fear 
made thee jealows, T would for ever bave renounced ber. for my daughter, and deprived ber of my fight : 
for, as ber Vertucs are ber beſt wealth,and ber Honour her chiefeſt revenew, ſo,if ſhe bad failed in theſe, 
or faltredin this, T ſhould then bave joyned with thee to bate ber, as T do now to love ber. But ber Tears 
and Oaths bave cleared ber innocency ;, and in bers, thy Huband;, In which regard , rclying upon ber 
own merits, and tby profeſſed kindnef; » ſhe forgetting, and I forgiving things paſt, I now return ber thee 
by thy ſervant La Villerte 3 boping, that if thou wilt not affett ber as thy adopted Daughter,yet that 
thog wilt tender ber as thy obedient and obſervant Hand-maid, 

DE EREMAY. 


Gratiana's 
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Gratiana's hopes, and her Father's credulity of La Vaſſclay's future afteEtion towards her, as 
alſo her gifts and promiles, fo tar prevail with them,as the is now returned to her trom Nogens 
to Mans ; ButT tear, ſhe had done tar better to have {till remained with her Fathcr ; tor ſhe 
might conſider,and he know, what little ſafety, and apparent danger,there is to rely upon the 
favour of an incenſcd Jealoutie. Ls  afſelay (in all outward ſhew ) receives*and welcomes Gra- 
tiana with many exprellions of love,aud demonſtrations ot joy, thereby to pleaſe her Hushand, 
who. indeed likes (o wel ot her return,as he likes hisWite the better tor procuring it. And now 
to the eye of the world, and according to human conceit and (ene, all three parties are re- 
conciled and f(atisticd, as if Lz Vaſſelay's jealoulic had never her-<totore oficnded her Husband, 
nor her cruelty wronged Gratians 3 Or as it he had never known the one;nor (he felt the other. 
But we ſhall not go far to fee this calm o'rexaken with a tempelt 3 and this Sun-thine ſurpriz*d 
with a diſmal and diſaſtcrous ſhower. 

For three Munths were not fully expired, fince Gratians's return to Mans, but LaVaſſelay'; 
old jealouſic of her, and her Husband De Merſoz, which ſcemed to be ſurpprefled and cxtin- 
guiſhed, doth now tlaſh and flame torth a new, with more violcuce and impetuolity; yea,he 
cannot look on Gratiana, much lels ipcak to her, but prefently this old jealous Beldam, in her 
heart and thoughts, proclaims them guilty ot Adultery ; whercat ſhe indilcreetly ſutkers her 
ſelf tobe ſo faf traniported with indignation and envy, as ſhe vows ſhe will no longer tolerate, 
or digeſt it. And now it is that, like a Fury ot Hell, ſhe firſt aſſumes damnable andexecrable 
reſolutions, not only againti the Innocency , but againſt the Life of innocent and harmleſs 
Gratiana; who, poor ſoul, is the nearer her danger, in reſpect the holds her felt farthett trom 
it; yea,this jealous old Hagg,this Fury, nay,this She-devil,Lz Vaſſelay, hath not only conlulted, 
but determined and concluded with her bloody thoughts, that (he will {pecdily fend Gratia- 
#4 into another world , becauſe her youth thall np longer abuſe and wrong her age in this : 
When forgetting her (clf, her foul, and her God, thereby purpoſely to pleaſe her Senſes, het 
Jealouſie, and her Tutor the Devil, ſhe vows, that uo reſpect of Reaſon or Religion, no con- 
| lideration of Heaven or Hell, ſhall be capable to divert her from diſpatching her : yea, and 

aS if ſhe not only rejoyced, but glorzgd in this her pernicious and bloody delign , ſhe thinks 
every hour a year, betore ſhe hath performed it : To which end, providing her (elt of ſtrong 
poylon, and watching and catching at the very firſt opportunity as ſoon as ever Gratians 
found her ſelf not well, ſhe, under a colour of much aftcQion and care to her, makes her ſore 
white Broth, wherein intuſing and intermixing the aforeſaid poyſon, ſhe( graceleily and 
cruelly ) gives it her; the which within fix days, fainting and languiſhing, makes a perpetual 
divorce and ſeparation betwixt her foul and her body, leaving this to deſcend to Earth , and 
that to aſcend to Heaven, to draw down vengeance to this helliſh and execrable. Lz Vaſſelay, 
for ſo inhumanly and cruelly murthering this her harmleſs and innocent Waiting-Gentlewo- 
man, Gratiana, 

De Merſon underſtanding of Gratiane's death,almoſt as ſoon as of her fickneſs,he very forrow- 
fully bites the lip thercat : for, conlidering this accident iu its true nature;his t hrs ſuggeſt 
him, and his heart and foul prompts him, that his Witc,Lz Vaſſelay, had undoubtedly occation- 
ed her death, and ſo metamorphoſed her Jealouhe into Murther : yea, and notwithſtanding 
the fair and (orrowtul ſhew which ſhe puts thereon to the contrary, yet the premiſes conſider- 
ed, he is very confident in this his belict and fear; when grieving at the cruelty of this dilafter, 
and abhorring the Author of this ſo monſtrous and bloody a fact, the very fight of this his old 
wretched Wite, is odious; and the remembrance of this her cruel crime,detciiable and cxecra- 
ble unto him. Again, when he conſidereth Gratians's beauty and chaſtity, and that ſhe was ſent 
to her untimely grave for his ſake,this doth not only re-double his ſorrows, but infinitely aug- 
ment and encrealc his afflictions;ſo that beginning to fear his Wive*s envy,as much as he hated 
her jealoufic, in tHat it was not only poſſible,but likely, that it might alſo futurcly extend and 
rRect on him, as it already had on harmleſs and innocent Gratians , he afſumcs a reſolution 
t ve and forlake her, the which ſhe ſhall ſhortly ſee hun put in execution: when the better 
agent and vex hcr,he ſecretly packs up all her Bills, Bonds, Leaſes, arfd Conveyances, as alſo - 
all her Money, Plate, Jewels, and richeti Houſhold-ſtuff, and fo giving out a prohibition to all 
the Tenants, not to dare to pay her any Rent, he allowing her only a barc maintenance; very 
ſuddenly (when ſhe leaſt expedted or dreamt thereof ) takes horſe and rides hotne to his Fa- 
ther's, where he reſolves to make the greateſt part of his reſidence; and all the tears and pray- 
ers of his Wife, are not of power to reclaim or retain him, 

La Vaſſelay ſeeing the unkindne(s of her Husband , De Merſon ,, in making her a Widow 
almoſt as ſoon as a Wite ; as alſo his ingratitude, in depriving her of the uſe and frui- 


tion of her own Eſtate and M:ans, and leaving her fo poor an a!l>wance as could ſcarce 
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warrant her a competent maintenance, ſhe is almoſt ready to dye for mcer griet and forrow 
thereof; but how to remedy it, ſhe knows not : and now ſhe rtpents her tolly and indiſcretion, 
in matching her aged ſelf to (o young a man as De Mcrſon ; now {he doth not only accule, but, 


condemn her own jealouſie,which drews her to this fou! tac of murthering her harmleſs and 
25 ſhe now believes,her) innnocent Waiting-maid,Gratiazs, for which,this ungrateful depar- 
cure, and hard uſage of her Husband,is but the lealt,and,ds ſhe terms it,but the tore-runner of 
greater puniſhments, which God hath ordained & reſerved tor her: yea,it is not only a griet to 
her thoughts, but a vexation to her heart and ſoul, to ſee her (elf made the mocking-ſtock and 
laughter of all Mens and Maix,who rather excuſe her Husband”s youth, than any way pity or 
commilerate her-agezand to fee thze the friends of her proſperity turn their backs and taces to 
her in her aMi&ion and poverty; and if ſhe have any hope yet lcit, to affilt and comfort her in 
theſe her calamities,it is by end4cavouring to reconcile and reclaim her Hasband to her by Lec- 
ters, when taking pen and paper,ſhc,within a month of his departure,ſends him theſe few lines. 


LA VASSELAY to DE ME RSON, 


Qu at thy requeſt I both recanted my Jealoyſie to thy ſelf, and repentcd my Cruclty to my Maid 
ratiana; what have I committed or done, that ſhou!ddeſcrve thus thy ingratefud,and as I may tru- 
hy ſay, beart-kelling departure? for, having made a moſt exaGt ſcrutiny in my thoughts and ſoul, either of 
them inform me, and both aſſure me, that the freeneſs and fervency of my affection towards thee,deſerved 
nat ſo cruel, but a far more courteous requital, If my Age be any us diſpleaſing to thy Toutb,yet deprive 
me wot of the felicity of thy fight and preſence, wherein I not only aclight,but glory. And although Ican 
be content that thou ſaurfeit with my wealth, yet makg me nat ſo miſcrable,as to ſtarve both in aud for thy 
preſence. If any have given thee any ſiniſter or faſſe impreſſions eitber of my ſelf or adions, why, if thy 
affefiion to me will not deface them, at leaſt let thy pity : yea, return my ſweet and dear Huband , and 


what errors or faults ſoever thou ſayeft I have committed , I will not only redecm them with kiſſes, but 
Tith tears. 5 


* LA VASSELAY. 


© De Merſon having received this his Wive's Letter,it works ſuch poor effeQs in kis affection, 
as he doth rather rejoyce than'commilcrate her citate and ſorrows: yea, he fo flights her,ands 
her remembrance, as once he had thought to have anfwered her Letter with ſilence : but at 
laft, he ( ſome eight days after ) returns her this Anſwer : 


DE MERSON to LA VASSELAY. 


Hat hope can Thave of thy affeAion , when T ſer thiu art wviolably conſtant to thy Jcalouſic ? 

and if the ſcrutiny of thy thoughts and ſoul be as true as thou pretendeſt , yet I fear, that this 
Fealonfie of thine is not the greateſt, but the leaſt of thy crimes. Thou roriteſt to me , that I give a cruel 
reouizal to thy affeAion \, but, pray God thou have not given a more ſharp and inhuman one to Gratia- 
na's ſervice and Chgſtity. Neither # it thy Age, but thy ImperfeQions and Vices, which are both d;- 
ſpleafing and odious to my youth : for, I could brook that with as much patience, as Tean digeſt theſe with 
impoſſibilitics. If thou want} Means,'I willgrant thee more ; but for my preſence, I have many reaſons 

poſſi "pies _ ' | 

20 Meny thee. I kyowy none but thy ſclf, which hath given me any impreſſions of thy aQions, and if thoſe 
were falſe, they would prove thy true bappineſs,es now they d» thy miſery; which my affeion doth pity, 
though cannot redreſs it. It is but in vain for tbee, either to exped or hope for my return : and ſith thy 
fanlts and errors are beſt known to thy ſelf , let thy repentance redeem them towards God, for neither 
thy kiſſes nor tear 5 cant or ſhall to me. 


DE MERSON. 


This Letter of De Merſon, to his Wife Ls Vaſſelay, is ſo far from comforting, as it dotly 
treamly aMiGt her : anda)though his diſcontents be ſuch,as ſhe ſees it almoſt impoſhible to 
concile and reclaim him, yet being exceedingly perplexed and grieved with this her ſolitary 
2nd diſcontented life, ſhe yet hopes, that a ſecond Letter may obtain that of him, which -her * 


firſt could not : when fix months time being now flipt away fince his departure, ſhe feigning 
her ſelf ſick, writes unto him again to this effect : 


LA VASSELAY to DE MERSON. 


f abſence bath ſo deprived my joyes, and engendered my ſorrows, that ſickneſs threatcas my 
life to be near ber peri2d. $0 among a world of diſcontentmeitts , let me yet bear this one contens 


fo 
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$0 my grave, that I may once mare ſee thee,wbom ſo tenderly I both defire and long to ſee: and if I cannot 
be ſo bappy as to live, at the leaſt make me ſo fortwnate, as to dye in thine arms ;, which I know not 
whetber it be a greater charity for thee to grant, or 8 cruelty to deny me this requeſt of mine : for, my 
dear De Merſon, if thou wilt nt be pleaſed to be my Husband, yet be not offended to remember, that 
am thy Wife : and withall, that a»gl defire thy return \, ſo, that I bave not deſerved thy departure.But 
if thou wilt (till be inexcrable to my requeſts, theſe Lines of mine, which I write thee rather with tear, 
than ink,, ſhall bear witneſs betwixt thy ſelf and me, of my kindne{s, of thy cruelty, and how my life 
ſought my affefion, though my death could neither find xor obta it. | 
LA VASSELAY. 


De Merſon reads this Letter with laughter; yea,he is (o inſenfible of her Lines, Requetts, and 
Tears, as if another had ſent him news ot her death, as ſhe her ſelf did of her ficknels,it had 
been far more plealing, and better welcome to him: but thinking how to gall her to the 
quick, to the end he might hencetorth ſave her labour to write him any more Letters, and 
himſelf to reccive and peruſe them, he returns her this ſharp and bitter anſwer ; 


DE MERSON to LA VASSELAY. 


6 is thy Error, not my Abſence, which bath exchanged thy Foys into Sorrows; and if thy life draw * 
near ber period, they cannot be far» from theirs, My ſight is a poor content for thee to bear to thy 
Grave , fith, as a Chriſtian, thou ſhouldeft delight to ſce none but thy Saviour, nor be ambitinu to live 
in any arms but His : and if thou bold not thi to be Charity, I know others cannot repute it Cruelty. 
That I am thy Husband, 1 grant 3 and that thou art my gc: I do not deny : but yet 1 fear thy beart 
knows, though thy Pen affrm the contrary, that I bave far more reaſon for my departure, than thou to 
deſire my return. And, if thou wilt yet kyow more, if the Ink, wherewith thou writeſt thy Letter , be 
Tears, pray God thou didjt not bedew Gratiana's Winding-ſheet and Coffin, with her Tears aft Blood : 
for, hadft chou not been cruel, yea, inbuman to ber, I would never bave been unkind to thee. And to cons+ + 
clude, Live as bappy, as I fear her death will makg thee dye miſerable. 


DE ME RSON. 


The reccit and perulal of this Letter, doth not only grieve, but afflict and torment LaVaſ- 
jelay: for the remembrance of De Merſo# his ſuſpition and apprehenſion that ſhe had a hand 1n 
the death of Gratiana , doth, as it were pierce her heart , as well withytear, as ſorrow : For, 
as her poverty lay before at his mercy, ſo now ſhe knows doth her lite 3 and that fith he will 
not love her, he may chance ſo malign and hate her , as torcveal it. Whereupon, to ſecure 
her (elf, and to warrant the ſafety of her life, ſhe ſoon exchaugeth her love into hatred , and 
her affection anTealouſic, into envy towards him : yea, her enraged and incenſed thoughts, 
ingender and imprint ſuch bloody deſigns of revenge in her heast, as abandoning the fear 
and grace of God, ſhe impioaſly concludes a Match with the Devil, to dilpatch and murther 
him and from which bloody and damnablc deſign, no regard of God or her ſoul, nor reſpect 
of Heaven or Hell, canor ſhall divert her; when, over-paſling a {mall parcel of time, wherein 
ſhe ruminated and pondered how ſhe ſhould ſead him from this lite to another : at Jaſi her 
malicious curioſity makes her thoughts fall on La Vallette, bring his Gentleman, who til] fol- 
lowed him, as holding him a fit Agent to attempt, and IoftrumenCeto finiſh , this bloody buli- 
nels, which ſo much imported her content and dafety, grounding her reaſons upon the great- 
nels of his heart and mind, and the weaknels of his purſe and means; as if poverty were 3 
ſufficient cauſe and priviledg to commit fo treacherous and bloody a fat: when knowing 
him to be then in Mans, receiving up his Maſter's Rents , the {ends for him 3 to-whom {the 
door bolted) ſhe tells him ſhe is to requeſt his ſecreſic in a buſinels which infinitely-tends to his 
good. He promiſeth it her ; butſhe will have him ſwear thereunto z which he doth : when 
with ſighs and tears making a bitter inveRive and recapitulation of hex Husband , his Ma- 
ftcr's undeſerved indignity and.cruelty towardsher 3 the then and there makes a propolition 
to him, to murther him for her ; and that ſhe will give him a.thouſaud Crownsto eftcet it. 
La Vilette _ greatneſs of . the danger in that of the exime, ſeems not-only dilcontent- 
ed, but amazed hereat : for, although he love Gold well, yet he will not purchaſc it at ſo deer 
a rate, and baſe and damnable'a price, as that of his'Maſter's blood ; when feeing (hz could not 
prevail, ſhe again puts him in mind of his Oath to ſecrefie ; which he again vows never to 
iafringe. or violate; and withal, like a good ſervant , ſecks to difiwade and divert her from 
{uch bloody thoughts and attempts. Had LaFillette remained in the purity and _ 
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of this his Religious and Chriſtian Reſolution, not to imbrue or diltain his hands in the innocent 
blood of his Maſter; it would have made him as happy, as we ſhall ſhortly ſee him miſcrablc 
in attempting and executing the contrary z tor as a propenfion and rc{o}ution to Virte, breeds 
not only Honour, but ſafety ſo the contrary effects thereof, produce not only ſhame, but miſc- 
ry. . To foreſee fin, 15a pious wildom 3 to prevent and eſchew it, 15 always a moſt wiſe and 
bleſſed piety. | 
And whereas time ſhould rather decrcaſe than increaſe,and rather root out than plant M- 
lice in our thoughts, and Envy in our reſolutions 3 yet directly contrary, that of LzVaſſelay to 
her Husband De Merſon, doth not dic, but live,will not tade but flouriſh; for a month or two 
more being run out and expired, and L:Vilette again in Mans, her malice unto her Husband 
is ſo inveterate and implacablc, as ſhe again ſends tor him to her houſe, where ( in great ſecrc- 
fie and intendcd atfeion ) ſhe tells him, that it he will murther his Mafter , ſhe within fix 
months will marry him in requital; and not only live his taithtul wite , but dyc his obedicnc 
and conſtant Hand-Maid. Now, although her hirft profter ot a thouſand Crowns, could not 
procure it of Lz Villtte; thelc her ſugred {peeches, which the intermixeth with kiffes, and the 
contideration of ſo many thouſands, which her Ettate not only promileth, but aflureth, doth; 
ſo as forgetting his former vertue, to remember his tuture vice, he ( like a damnable Villain } 
ſwcars to her to etfe& it : Which wretched verbal Contra&, they interchangeably ſeal with 
Oaths and Kifſles,: which ( it they had any fear ot God, or care of thcir falvations ) they 
ſhould have detclted with horror , and abhorred with detcſtation. Neither will his Malice 
(or the Devil the Author thereot ) give him leave to protratt or deter it : for, having reſolved 
to murther him as he rides abroad ; his Maſter on a time being invited to a general Hunting, 
by the Baron of Saint Su{arna ( Songgnd Heir to Monfievr de Varennes ) at his faid Town of 
Suſanns, as he came riding homewards towards his Father's Houle at Mayfrelle, he in the midit 
of a great Wood, near unto the {mall Village of Saint George's, riding behind his Maſter, dif- 
chargeth his Piſtol, loaden with a brace of Bullets, thorow his reins, which makes him in- 
{tantly fall off. dead from his Horle to the ground. When this helliſh ſervant, Lz Villette,ſee- 
ing his Maſter devoid of breath , and grovelling and weltring i his blood, he having 
acted the part of a ſinful Devil, in committing this cruel murther , now reſolbes to aſſume 
and reprelent that of a ſubtil Hypocrite, in concealing itz when determining to report that 
they were both aſſaulted, and his Maſter flain, by Thicves; he,to make all his actions conduce 
and look that way, chargeth his Piſtol again with another bracc of Bullets, and ſhoots tho- 
row his own Hat, gives himſelf a cut o're his lett hand, and then breaks his Rapier 3 takes his 
own Piliol, and his Rapier, and throws it into a Pond cloſe adjoyning 3 takes like- 
wiſe his Maſter's Purſe and V Vatch out of his Pocket,and hidcs it ſecretly: and then the more 
curningly and knaviſhly to blear and deccive the eyes of the world, thereby to make this' his 
hypocrifie paſs the currenter, he having purpoſely provided himlſelt of two ſmall Cords, with 
the one he binds both his own feet, and with the other ( by a pretty ſleight F flips therein his 
arms bchind his back, and then ſetting hinzelf againſt a Tree, he very pitifully weeps, groans, 
and cryes out upon the Thieves and Murtherers of his Maſter De Merſ-z : when three Gentle- 
men ot Britain, travelling that way towards Par#,repair to his aſſiſtance, whomithey tind'out 
by his cryes; to whom he relates, That hve Thieves had affaulted his Maſter and himſelf; that 
he tought in the defence as long as his Sword held ; that his Maſter was killed with a Pi- 
{tol, then robbed, and himſelt ſhot thorow, and wounded, and bound, as they ſaw. VVhen 
theſe three Britiſh Gentlemen, grieving at this mournſul accident, and bloody ſpeacle, they 
inſtantly cut the cords wherewith he was bound 3 and ſo having conveyed the dead Corps 
to the next Cottage, they run up and down the VVood to hnd out theſe Thieves and Mur- 
therers, but in vain : fo LaVilctte having thanked theſe Gentlemen for their atkeAion and 
charity towards his dead Maſter, and living felt, he with a wondertul exterior ſhew oi ſorrow, 
takes care tor the ſpeedy and decent tranſporting home of his breathleſs Maſter to Manfrelle; 
where his mourntul Father reccives and buries him with infinite grief, lamentation , and 
tears. | 

In the mean time, this murtherous La Villette gives private intelligence thereof to the 
bloody La Vaſſelay, who although ſhe inwardly reecives this news with extream content and , 
joy, to ſee her ſelf treed from {o- unkind and ungratcful a Husband 3 yet publickly to the eye 
ot. the V Vorld ( thereby the betty to delude and deceive the VVorld ,) ſhe contrariwile takes 
on blacks, ſeeming to be exceeding mourntul , penfive , and ſorrowtul thereat : but God 
will ſhortly diſcover the falſhood of thele her tcars, and in the triumphs of his revenge, pull 
off the Mask of this her difſembling and treacherous hypocriſie :: for, as Mans, Laval, Angiers, 
and all the adjacent Towns and Countreys, grieve at this lamentable Murther of De Merſon:(o 
they 
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row 
ency a$ much admire and wonder to {ce this old Widow LiVaſſtliy, to thortly mizrricd and 
clpoutcd to his Gentleman La Villette, whoſe Nuprtials are celebrat:d and contummared far 
within the term of 11x months atter. For the curious Wits of thele Cirics and Countreys,con- 
lidering what a prepoſicrous courte and relolution this was for her to marty her Husband's 
man, and withall to ſoon : as allo, thit there was none other prefent bit Hhimfelt , when his 
Maitcr De M:rſon was murthercd, it 15 umbragious, and leaves a tear andgting of ſulpicion in 
their heads, that there was more 1n the wind thin was yet known, aud th. retore knowing 
10 more, they d<tcr the detection thereot to the providence and pleature vt Goa, who beit, 
yea, who only knows in Hcaven, how to conduct and manage the actions here below on 
carth ; and now indecd the very time 15 come,that the Lord wiil no longer perm the! e Cn; r 
crucl and bloody Murthers to be concealed, but will bring them torth to recerve condign Pu = 
iſhmenr 3 and for want ot other Evid-nce and Witneffcs, they themſelves thaii be Wrtnelfe 
againlt themſe! ves. And although Lz Vaſclay's poy:uning ot Gratiz#a, and Ls Vilieet.'s pittol = 
ing ot his Matter De Merſoa, were cunning!y contrived, and tecretly perpetrated; vet we 
(ball ſec the latt of ch-te bloody Murthers, o0:cation the ditcovery and detedtion of the firtt, 
and both of them molt ſever-cly and tharp!y punithed tor thele their bloody crimes, and hor- 
rible ottencces, The manner is taus : 

Thcete two ex<crable wret<hes, Li Villette,and Liz V :fſcly.have not hiv'd married above ſome 
ſeven or cight months, bat he b-ing deeply 1a Lrw with Mafiewy De Marfrete , his Predecel- 
for's Father,tor the detention ot fotne lands and writings,he takes an occalton to ride home to 
his houle oft Manfrelle, to him, to conter ot the ditterences; and by the way tails into the com- 
p4iy ot lome Mcrcaants ot L-2/ and Iittry, who were returning from the Fair of Chartres: 
whcn riding together tor the tpace ot almoit 4 whole days journ-y.the ſecret providence,end 
Gacred plcature ot God had to ordained, that Lz Vilette's horte, wao bore him q ictly and (ate- 
ly betore,on a ſudden hilt goes bacxwards,in detpigiht of his ipur or {(witch;and then ftanding 
an cud on his two hind-legs, talls quite back wit him, and a\molt bre:xs the bulk and trunk 
ot his body , when having hardly the power to ip:ak, his breath failing him-, and he feeing 
n? way but death tor him,and the hidcous image thereot apparently betore his cycs, the {pirit ' 
of God doth io operate with his Iintul foul,as he there conteileti how his wicked wife Ls Vaſ- 
clay, had cauicd him to murther his Matter De Mcrfuz, whom he ſhot to death with his Piſtol; 
that ſhe hirit ſeduced him with a thouſand Crowns to perform it, which he refuſed 3 bur then 
her content to marry him,made him not oily attempt,but finiſh that bluody buſineſs; where 
ot now trom his very heart and foal ac repented hinitelt, and beſceched rhe Lord co forgive 
it him. | 

And here, b:tore the Reader*s curiofity carry him further, 1-t me, in the Name and fear of 
God, both rcquelt and conjure him to ttaud amazed and wonder with me at his Sicred Pro- 
vidence, and in{crutable wiidom and judgment, which molt miraculouſly concurrs and ſhines 
in this accident, and c{p.-gally in three cfſential and moft apparent circuniitances thereof 
For, it was on the very 1.mz Horle, the fame day twelve-month, and in the very ſame wood 
and place, where this cxccrable wretch, Villette, tormerly murthercd his Matter De Merſon.Fa- 
mous and notorious circumtiances, which deſerve to bc obſcrved and remaried by all the 
Children ot God, yea, and to be imprinted and cngraven ia their hearts and memorics, there- 

'by to deter us trum the like Crimes of Murther, 

Now thele honelt Mcrchants of Lv4l and Vittry, ( as muck in charity to Lz Vilette's life,2s 
in execration of that con'ciſed Murther of his Matter De Mcrſon ) convey hui to an Inn in 
St.G.orges, when exp: ing every minute that he would dic in their hands,they (:nd4 away potk 
to advertilc the Preſidzzl Court of Mens hereof, ( within whole 7 ariſdidtion St Georges was ) 
who ſpeedily commanded La Vilette to be brought thither to them alive or dead : but God 
reſ:rved him from that natural, to a more infamous death; and made him live til he came 
thither : where again he confeſſeth this his foul murther ot his Mafier De Merſon, and like- 
wile accuſethy Lz V iſſelay to be the (ole inſtigator thereot, as we have tormerly heard and un» 
derſtood. Whercupon hc is no ſooner examin*d , but this bloody old Hag is likewiſe impri- 
ſoned ; who with many afſeverations and tears , denies and retorts this toul Crime from her 
ſelf, to him. But her Judges are too wile to believe the weakneſs and invalidity of this her 
fooliſh juſtification. So whiles they are conſulting on her, De Bremay having notice ot all theſe 
accidents,but clpecially of Lz V afſelay's impriſonment, he (Mill apprehending and tearing that 
ſhe undoubted!y was the death of his Daughter Gratians ) takes polt from Nogeft to Mang, 
where he accuſeth her thereof to the Criminal Judges of the Preſidial Court ; who upon this 
her double accuſation, adjudged her to the Rack; when at the very firlt torment thereof, ſhe 
Cat laſt preferring the lite of her ſoul betore _ ” her body )conteſſeth her (elt to be the _ 
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of her firit crime of Marther, and the Author ot the (ſecond; when, and whereupon the Jud - 
ges (reicmbling themſelves) in deteſtation, and for expiation of theſe her toul crimes, con- 
demn him to be hanged, and her to be burned alive; which the next day, at the common 
place of Execution, (near the Halls m Mans) is accordingly executed in the prelence, and to 
the content of a world of people of that City, who as much abhor the enormity of thelc 
thcir bloody crimesgas they rejcice and glorihe God for this their not (© (evere as delerved 
puniſhments. | 

As tor LaVilette, he (like an impious Chriſtian ) faid little elſe but that which he had for- 
merly ſpoken and delivered ww the wood, at the recciving of his fall; only he (aid, that he had 
well hopcd,that his great wealth which he had with L2 Vaſſel2y, would have ſheltred and pre- 
terv'd hum trom this intamous death,tor murthering her Husband,and his Maſter De Merſor. 

But as tor this bloody Beldame, and wretched old Fury , LzVaſſelay , ſhe was content to 
grieve at Gratizns's death, though not to lament or pity that of her Husband De Merſon;yea, 
and although ſhe {cemcd to blame her jealoutic towards her, yet her age was fo 'wretchedly 
inſtructed in umpicty,as (he could not hind in her heart cither to make an Apology,or any way 
to ſeem repentant tor her inhuman cruelty cowards him : tor, as ſhe demanded pardon of De 
Bremay for poyloning his Daughter; fo ſhe {pake not a word tending that way,to Manfrell,tor 
cauſing his Son to be piltoll'd ; only, in particular terms, ſhe requeſted God to-torgive the 
vanity of her youth; and, in general ones, the World to forget the offences and crimes of her 
age : and fo conjuring all old Widows and Wives to beware by her mourntul and execrable 
example z her flames and prayers made expiation for the offence ot her body 3 and her foul 
mounted and fled to Heaven, to crave remiſſion and pardon ot God, who was the only Crea- 
tor gf the one, and Redeemer of the other, 

And ſuch were the deplorable, yet deſerved ends of this bloody and wretched couple, Le 
Vaſſclay, and Lz I'illette, tor (o cruelly murthering harmleſs Gratiana, and innocent De Merſon; 
and thus did God's All-ſeeing and Sacrcd Juſtice, juſtly triumph over theſe their crying and 
Exccrable Crimes. O that their example may engender and propagate our reformation 3 and 
that the reading of this their lamentable Hittory , may teach us not only how to meditate 
thereon, but allo how to amend thereby, 


_ _—_ _—— x _.D— 


, 1-3 D | « I, _ —__ N _ 


4 = —_ - a h - — p - 
"2 Ws 2/evo Lorenzo [Caps Sernted[C 


£ yu ) . p . 
Captame Benevent ownd Kod 1d ch1a Hangs | Caps and 


GOD's Revenge againſt the Crying and * 
Execrable Sin of Murther. 


RISTORY XIV. 
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Fidclia and Cxleſiina cauſe Carpi 2nd Monteleon, with their two Lacquies, Lorenzo, and Anſel. 

mo, to murther their Father,Captain Benevente; which they perform. Monteleon and bis Lacquy 

Anſelmo, are drowned, Fidclia b »ngs ber ſelf. Lorenzo is banged for a Robbery , and on the 

Gallows confeſſeth the martbering of Benevente; Carpi hath bis right band, then bis bead, cut off. 

 Cuaxletiina # beheaded, and her body burnt. 

Ur beſt parts being our Virtues;and our chiefand ſoveraign Virtue,the purity and ſanQi- 

ty of our (elves; how can we neglect thoſe,or not regard thiszexcept we reſolve to ſee our 

{elves miſcrable in this lite, and our touls wretched in that to come? And as Charity is the ce- 

ment of otir other virtzes , fo Envy (her oppoſite )is the ſubverſion of this our Charity from 

whence flows rage,r&venge,and many times murther ( her frequent, and, almoſt, her inſeparable 

companions): but of all degrees of malice and envy, can there beany to inhuman and diaboli- 

cal, as for two gracelcſs Daughters to piot the death of their own Father, and to ſeduce and 

obtain their two Lovers to act and perxtorm it f whereof in this enſuing Hiſtory we ſhall ſee 

a moſt barbarous and bloody precedent, as allo their condign puniſhments inflicted on them 

for the ſame.In the reading whereof,O that we may have the grace by the light of thele their 

fearful crimes and puniſhments, to reform and prevent our own, .that we may look on their 

cruelty, with charity; on their rage, with realonzon their errors, with compallion;on their de- 

's iparation; with pity; and on their inhumanity, with piety : that the meditation and contem- 

, platzon therevf, may tcrritie our choler, quench both the ire of our luſt, and the flames of our 
revenge : fo ſhall our faith be tortihed, our paſſions reformed, our affeRions purihed, and our 

aGions eternally both blefſed and fanctrhed : to which end I have written and divulgcd it, So 

0 Chriſtian Reader, it thou make this thy cnd wn pernling it, thou witt then not fail to receive 

comfort thereby, and theretore fail not to give God the glory. | « 

Many years lince the Dake of Offunz ( under the command of Spain ) was made Vice-roy of 
the nob'e Kingdom of Nples, the which he governed with much reputation and honour, 
| Bb 2 _ although 
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although his tortunes or actions (how ulily or uajultly [ Know not J ave iince {urtered and 
received an Ecliple, In the City of Otranto, within the Proaixce of Apulia, there dwelt an anci- 
ent,rich,and valiant Gentleman, nobly deſcended, termed Captain Benevente, who by his d<cca- 
ſed Lady, Sophiz Elianora, Neece tothe Duke of Piomvino, had Ictt him two Daughrers, and a 
Son, he texmed Scignior Richard» Alcaſero; tney two, the Ladies Fidelis and Cxliſtina;names in- 
deed which they will no way deſerve, but trom whom they will folcly diflcnt and derogate, 
through their helliſh vices, and inhuman diſpolitions to blood and murther. We may grace 
our names, but our names cannot grace us, Alcaſero lives not at home with his Father, but for 
the moli part at Nap!cs, as a chick Gentleman retaining to the Vice-roy z where he profiteth ſo 
well in riding and tilting (a neble virtue and excrcile( beyond all other Italians) natural and 
hereditary to the Nezpolitans ) that he purchalcd the name of a bold and brave Cavalier : but 
for Fidcliz and Caleſtina, the clocks ot their youth having ttruck twenty , and eighteen, the 
Captain their Father(thinking it dangerous to havc Ladics of their years and deiccnt, far trom 
him) keeps them at home, that his care might provide them good Husbands,and his eye pre- 
vent them from matching with others. It is as great a blcfſng in children to have loving Pa- 
rents, a5 tor them td have 0bcdient children z and had their obedience anf{wered his atfection, 
and their duty, his providence, we had not iecn the 7 beater ot this their Hijtory to beſprinkled 
and gored with ſuch great cffution ot blood. 

This Captain Bencrente, their Fathex,tor his blood, wealth, and generolity,was beloved and 
honoured of all the Nobility of Apliz; and tor his many {crvices both by Sza and Land, was 
held in fo great c{teem in Otranto, that his Houle wasan Academy, where all the Gallzats both 
ot City and Conntry,relorted to back great horics,to run at theRing,and to practiſe other ſuch 
Courtly and Martial Exerciſes, whercunto this old Captain, as well in his age, as youth, was 
exccedingly addicted : {o as the bzauty ot his two Daughters, Figeli. and Cwlejtina, could not 
be long cither unſeen, or unadmired: tor they grew ſo pertectly tair, ot {o {wcet complexions, 
and proper fiatures, that they were julily reputed and held to be the Paragons of Beauty , not 
only of Apuliz,but ot Italy : fo as Beauty being the Gold and Diamonds of Natwre,this ot theirs 
(fo (weewin its influence,and fo excellcut-and delicious in that {weetnebs Jir2w all mens eyes 
to love them, many mens hearts to ador? them:ſo,had they been as rich in Virtue, as in Beauty, 
they had lived more tortunate, and neither their Fricnds nor Enemics ſhould have lived to 
have (cen them dic ſo miſerably : tor uo that proves their ruin,which might have been their 
glory. They are both of them fought in marriage, by many Baroxs and Cavaliers , as well at 
home, as abroad); but the Captain, their Father, will not give ear,nor hzarken *o any,nor once 
permit that ſuch motion be moved him, They are ſo immodeſt, as they grieve hereat, and 
are ſo extreamly (orrowtul,to ſee that a tew years paſt away, makes tacir beauties rather fade, 
than flouriſh : Where Virtze graceth not Beavty, as well as Beauty, Virtuz it 15 often a prelage 
and fore-runner of a tortunc as fata}, as mifcrable. 

But as their thoughts were too impaticut and immodeſt to give way to ſuch incontinent and 
irregular conccits : ſo on the other tide,the Captain,their Father, was too ſevere,and withall, 
too unkind, I may fay,crucl,to hinder them from Marriage, ith their beauty and age had long 
ſince made them both meritorious and capable ot it. It was in them immod<iiy, in him un- 
kindneſs,to propole ſuch ends to their defires and reſolutions:tor as he hath authority to exact 
obedience trom them, fo have they likewiſe reaſon to expect fatherly atfeFion and care from 
him. But he is more afte&ed and addicted to his wealth and covetouſaels, than inclincd to re- 
gard his Daughters content, and therefore is fully reſolved, not as yet to marry them; which 
15a reſolution better lett than embraced, & infringed than kept of himzfith it may bring forth 
cticas contrary both to his hopes and defircs, It is commonly dangerous for. Parents to con- 
tent them(clves with their children's diſcontents : for where Nature is croiſed,it many times 
degenerates and proves unnatural; as the Catara&s of Nilus make it ſubmerge and waſh Egypt 
with her inundation : but Fideliz and Czl./tina will make trial of one invention and concluli- 
on more, before they will give way to their diltaſte, or ſtrike fail to their choler or revenge, 
They fce their Father is reſolute and ſevere in nipping their hopes, and crofling their defires 
of marriage; and yet they hope, that although they cannot prevail with him, that their Bro- 
ther Alcaſers may; to which end,'the ſooner to obtain and crown their deſires with conteut, 
they conſult together,and ſo by a confident friend of theirs, ſend him this Letter to Naples. 

- 


FIDELIA and COELESTINA to ALCASERO. 


Eſpairing of our Father” s reſolution to marry us,we bave no other refuge or recourſe,but to thy ſelf 
ana thy affedion,in requeſting thee powerfully to ſolicite bim bercin,that be may not prefer bis Gold 
Y pRELIS i | before 
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before eur content,and conſequently his hopes before our deſpair neither could owrJearts or tho:vghts pore 
{wade us gither toimploye 4 qua; it ann other but ty ſelf with thiſe our deſires, which Modeſty would 
bave ſuppreſſed but that Truth contra«1fted and opp'ſed it - for his ſeverity and 6-welty is ſuch tow 1rds 
ns. that althmgh we we ('ught in marriage by 4: vers Cavaliers our Super'ors, yet he will not permie 
»5 to be ſeen, much leſs ts be weaded of any. Jon theuthy power to our wiſh: s and prayers, and thy af- 
feftion tothe Procar ins of or” contents and we then dowbt not but to be as happy "4 Brother, as other- 
Wiſe we fear, we hall [ee on” ſelves nnfortunare, yea, miſe «ble in a Father : ard as thou tanſt not for= 
get our arſcont and Bloud, (o we ealouſly pray and b ſe: ch thee to remember, if not our Beauty, our 


Touth. 
FIDELIA, COELESTINA. 


Their Brother receives this Letter , he is t09 b:-ave, generous.and courteous, to be unkind to 
any, eſpecially to young Ladies and moſt eſvecially to bis Sitters, whoſe content h+* makes and 
reputes his own. He comes to Orr7.axro. deals effec :tually with the Captain his Father herein, who 
gives them this anſwer, Thar he hath provided the Baron of Carpi for Fidelia, ani the Knight 
B artholon.co Aontelcon for Coalſiina ; and that within ff:een days they are to come to O!1raxto 0 
ſee them 3 which news doth exceedingly rejoyce, firſt kimſelt, tnen bis Siſters ;, but their joy ſhall 
not laſt long, but be buried as ſoon as born. Within the prefixed time, thefe two noble men 
come, bur they are hateful, and not pleaſing to Fia:{:1a and Calrftina ;, for the Baron of Carpt is 
crook-back'd, and ſquint-eyed, and AMonteleon is lame of one leg Theſe Ladies value their: 
beauty ar too hiph a rate, to beſtow it on ſuch deformed Husbands ; and although Yenxs accept- 
ed of Yulcan, yetthey will have none of theſe, becauſe chey deem no hell to that of « diſcon. 
tented bed ; heretofore they wiſhed for Suters, and now they wiſh they ivere well rid of theſe; 
and ſo ſacrificing to their own contents, they ſer up this reſolution in their hearts and ſouls, 
that they will rather die Maidens, than live to ſee themſelves Wives to ſuch Husbands. Their 
Father receives Carpi and Aont elcon courteoully, and entertains them nobly according to their 
Rank and Merits , he tells his Daughrers plainly, chat they ſhall marry theſe and none others. 
Thus the Bark of theſe their reſolucions is ſurprized and beaten with ewo contrary winds; lie 
will be obeycd of his D:ughters, and they will be commanded of their Father in all chings, but 
not in this of cheir Marriage, 

Ir is never god for Parents to force the affeRions of their Children in their Marriages, fith it 
is a buſineſs, which rot only lives but dies with them 3 but withall, cheir own wills mult neither 
be their Law, nor cheir Guide: for their Parents have or at leaſt ſhould have ) more experience 
and judgment than they, to ſee who are, ard who are not fit matches for them : But where au. 
thority oppoſeth affeRion, or affeRion reaſon, there ſuch marriages are ſtil] uſhered in with 
diſc intent, and waited and attended on with miſery. Likewiſe, there is a great reſpect and 
con{ideration to be obſerved by Parents, inthe inclinations and natures of their children : for 
ſome will be perſwaded or reproved with a word, whereas others will becom: more head- 
ſtrong and rebellious with menaces and threats. Had this Caprain attempted and practiſed the 
firit, and notthe ſecond towards theſe two Ladies his Daughcers, peradventure they had never 
leapt from rea/on to rage, from obedience to contempr, nor from hope to deſpair, yea, [ dare 
preſume toaver ivith truth and ſafety, that we ſhould have ſeen them all as bappy, as] noy 
feaf ve ſhall fee them miſerable. ; 

Bur to proceed with their Hittory: They ae preſſed by the Caprain their Father, and impor- 
tuned by the two noble men their Suters, toaniſh and confirm theſe contraRts, 'Bur Fidelia and 
Cel-tina with a truc ſemblance of ditiaſte,& yet a falſe ſhew of courteſie, give the denial to their 
Father in particular terms, and to them in general. He ſtorms ar their ditobedience, and my 
impure th's excuſe of theirs to modeſty, rather than unkindne(s. They flatter themſelves wit 
th:s hope,tha ſich they are faic,they muſt be courteous, and cannot he cruel ; or if the contrary, 
that the Captain their Father will ſo mannage his Daughters affeRions, as all chings ſhall ſorc 
ro their defices and expeRations : but they ſhall come too ſhort of their hopes, for they are nei- 
ther reſerved for the Ladies, nor the Ladies for them , but whi'es thus they are buſie in advan. 
ci ng the proceſs of their affetions, Fidelia and C eleſtine attempt a contrary enterprize, for they 
with-cears and prayers, requeſt their Brother Alcaſero, importunarely to ſolicite their Fgther in 
theic behalf, that be-ivill nor enforce them to marry thoſe whom they cannot affet, much leſs 
obey ; which, like a noble and dear Brother, he performs 'with much zeal and perſ#afion ; but 
be cannot prevail wich him, nor bring them aoy other anſwer, than that they mult and ſhall. 
marry them, avd only them, 

Had this reſolution of their Father been more courteous and leſs rigorous towards his Daugh- 
ters, this Hiſtory of theirs had not deſerved ſo much pity and compaſſion,nor would have drawn 
{o many ſighs from the hearers, or tears f:om __ 3 : forſeei ng their —_——— wn 
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blood, and cauſe one, and therefore ſo they pretend ſhall be their fortunes, they would reveal 
their inten's ard defigns each to other ; bur the fact is ſo foul and unnatural, as for a while thzy 
cannot: but they need no other Oratory than their own ſullen and diſconterted looks , for ei- 
ther of them may read a whole leRa:e of grief ard choler in each other's eyes, till at length ti- 
red with the importuni y of cheir Father, and the impatience of Carpi and Aontel on. Fidel:a 
as the more audacious of the :wo, firſt breaks it to her Siſter Ce/eſtiza, in this manner. Ihat 
ſhe had rather die, then be compelled ro marry one whe m ſhe caanot affect , that the Baron of 
Cari is not for her. nor ſhe for him, and tharfith her Father is reſolute in this match ( alchough 
ſhe de his Daughter) ſhe had rather ſee him laid in his Grave,than her ſelf in Carp,*s bed. There 
needs not many re2ſons to perſwade that which we deſire : Fu# Col:fting tells her Siſter plain. 
ly, that ſhe { in all points ) joyns and concurs in opinion with her, :dding witha]l, that the {oon- 
er their Father is d:ſparcht, the better, becauſe ſhe knows they ſhall never recc:ve any content 
on Earth till te be in Heaven, and ſo they conclude he ſhall die, | 

Burt alas, what helliſh ad devilliſh Daughters are theſe, to ſeek the death of their Father, of 
whom they have received their lives 4 Who ever read of a P4i-idae more inhumanly cruel, or 
imp:ouſly bloody ? ſo if ever mwrth:y went unrevenge2,this wi!l not, for we ſhail ſee tae Amurbor; 
and Atters thereot moſt ſeverely punithed for the ſame. Mea and Women ma, b: fecretin 
their ſins, but God will be juſt in his Decrees, and ſacred in his Judgments. W hat a religious 
reſolution had it been in them, to have retired, and not advanced :nth:s their damnzbie at. 
t-mpt# but they are tco profane, to have ſo much p ty ; an1 too outragious to hearken to this 
religious reaſon , yea, th:yare too impicusto hearken to Grace, and too revenge ul and bloo- 
dy-minded, to give ear either to Reaſon, Duty, or Re/1g108, So now, like tiyo incenfed and im- 
placable Furies, they conſult how, and in what manner they may free themſelves of their Fa- 
ther ; Fidelia propoſeth divers degrees and ſeveral ſorts of mxrtheys, but Caleſtina likes none of 
them, in ſome ſhe finds too much danger, in others too little aſſurance ; and therefore as y ung 
as ſhe is, ſhe invents a plot as (trange as ſubtil, and as malicious and diabolical as ſtrange ; ſhe 
informs her, that to be rid of her Father, there cannot be a ſecurer courſe, than to ingape the 
B avon of Carpi, and the Knight of Montelcon to murther him , Figelia wonders hereat, ſaying, 
it will be impoſlible for them to be drawn to perform it, fith they both know and ſee, thatthe 
Captain their Father loves them ſo well, as will or nill, they mult be their Husbands. But Cy- 
{:ſtina's revengetul plot is further ferch*d, and more cunnirn.gly ſpun ,, for ſhe hath not begun ir, 
co leave it raw and unfiniſhed, but is ſo confident in her devilliſh induſtry, as ſhe affirms ſhe 
will perfe&t and make it gcod. Fidet;a demands how ? Celet;na anſyereth, That they both 
mutt make a feignedand flattering ſhew, to change their dittait, and now toafﬀfet Carps and 
Alontelion, whom before they could not, that, having in this manner drawn them to their lure, 
when they attempt tourge marriage, they (hail both agree to inform them, thar it is impoſſible 
for them to obtain-it, whiles the Captain their Father lives; fith albeit in outward appearance 
be make a fair ſhew to make them their Husbands ; yet that he means and intends nothing leſs , 
for that he hath given them expreſs charge and command ( at any hand ) not to love or atfet 
them ; which is ihe main and (ole cauſe, that hath fo long with-held them from making (on. 
er demonſtration of their affetions toward: them ,,and this (quoth ſhe ) will occaſion and pro- 
voke them to attempt it; adding, that by this means they may give two iirokes with one ſtone, 
and ſo n.t only be rid of our Father, bur likewiſe Bf Carpi and Aente'con, who peradventure 
may be apprehended, and executed for the fact, and for our ſafeguard and lecurity, ie will 
powerfully conjure and ſwear them 0 ſecrecy: 

There is no web tiner thanghat cf the Spiaer, nar treachcry ſubriller than that of a 7779man, eſpe- 
cially if ſhz contemn Charity for Revenz-, ber Soul for her Bo{y,God for Saran and conſequeatly 
Heaven tor Hel! , how elſe could this young Ladylodg ſo revengeful a Heart in ſo (weera Body, 
or ſhioud ſuch bloody Conceits and Inventions under fs fair and ſo beautiful Complexion ? 

Bltthe Paxthrr, though hisskin be fair, yer his breath is infectious ; and we many times ſe- 
that the fouleſt Snake, lurks under the greeneir.and beautifu leſt leaves. Figelia gives an ftten- 
tive ea” to this her Siſter*s bloody Srratagem and D: ſign ; ſhe finds it ſure, and the probabil tes 
thereof appatent and eaſie, and thecefore approves 01 1. So theſe two beauritul, yer bloody Y- 
ſter's vow, withcut delay, t» ſer ic on fout, and in praftiſe. Ir is the Natore of Revenve to [50k 
forward*, ſeliom backwards , but did we meaſure the beginning by the end as well as the ed 
bythe bzginnirg, our affections would favonr of far more Relizion, and of far leſs impiery, 
and we ſhould chen rejoyce in that which ye muſt now repent, but cannot remedy They 


take 
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take time at advantage,aund pertincntly acquaint Carp: and Mantcleos withit. The pallions of 


atteCtion prove otten more powerful than thoſe ot Reſon; they ſuttze themiclves to be van- 
quiſhed and Iced away by the pure beauty and (weet or.ztory ot thete two diſcontented and trea» 
cherous Ladies, wathout contidering, what poiſon lurks under their ſpeeches, and danger un- 
der their tongues. Thry commit a groſs and main error in relying more on the Daughters 
youth, than the Father's gravity 3 on th-ir verbal, than his real attection and ſothcy engage 
themiclves to the Daughters,in a very thort time, to tree them ot the Captain their Father. jt 
was a baſe vice in Gentlemen of their rank, to violate the Laws ot Hoſpitality, in fo high a de- 
gree, asto kill him who loved them fo dearly, and catertained them to courtcouſly ; and it is 
ſtrange that both their humours were lo ltrangely vicious,as to concur and ſympathize in the 
attcmpt of thisexccrable murther. But what cannot Vie pertorm, or Ladtes procure of their 
Lovers ? at leaft, it they love Fenty butter than Virtue, and Pleaſure than Piety., 
CaptainBencrente is many times accuſtomed after dinner to rule to his viayard,and now and 
then toAlpiats a nceighbor-village, where he is familiarly{it not too tamiliarly )acquaiated with 
a Tenant's wite of his, whom he loved in her youth,and cannot forlake in her middie age;per- 
ſeverance in vice,never makes 3 good cnd: a tingle lin is diſtalitul; but the redoubling thereof, 
is both hatctul and odious to God. Ca#pi and Mnteleon take their t wo Lacquies, Lorcxz? and 
Anſelmo with them, as toon as they kuow the Captai to be abroad,only accompanied with his 
contident Gentleman Fiamentozand diſguiting themiclves,they watch him at the corner of the 
wood, where of necefſity he mult pals. The event an{wereth their bloody exp<ctations and de 
fires: they (ce Benrvente and Fizmento approaching, riding a ſott trot, when like fo many Fiends 
and Derils,they all four ruſh out of the thicket,&« (without any other torm )with their (words 
and Pittols(aftter ſome refili ance) kill them dead to the ground; but*this is not the end of their 
helliſh malice and envy: neither is the unlatiable thirſt of their reveuge yet quenched) for they 
take thele two murthered bodies( who are atreſh reeking and weltring in their blood, and car- 
*y them toa ueighbout-hill, and ſo throw them down into a deep quarry tull of thick buſhes 
and brambles, whereas they thought no mortal eye ſhould ever have (cen chem more, and 
then there they conſult upon their flight. Carpt retolves to take pott for Naples,and there for a 
time to ſhroud him(ſclt among the multitude of the Nobility and Coaches, which grace and a. 
dorn that City; and Monteleon reſolves to hic towards Brandufinm, with intent,that it theſc mur- 
thcrs were revealed, and himſclt detc&ed and accuſed, he would there imbark kyonſelf either 
for Venice or Mzltz : but he hath not as yet made his peace and reckoning with God. 
Leave we Crpi and his Lacquy poltiug tor Naples, and let us {ee what accident will ſpeedily 
befall Motel:oz. It is impoſlible tor murther to go long, unpuniſhed Monteleon and his Lacquy 


' Anſelmo ſhall, ere they ride tar, fee this polition verified in themtelves z He i5provided of two 


fair Genzets,one tor himlelt,the other tor his Lacquy,and having taken his leave of Carpi,away 
he goes for Brunduſium;but he hath not ridden pali twelve miles betore his own horſe tell down 
dead under him, which doth ſomewhat atflict and amaze him ; but this is but the lealt part of 
his miſery, and but the very beginning of his misfortune ; he is inforced to make a virtue of ne- 
cellity, ſo he rides his Lacquy*s horſe, and he tollows him on toot. bk 1s impoſſible tor a guilty 
conlcience to be ſecured «rom fears he rides narrow lanes and by-ways, but at lait near the 
Village Blanguettelle, he mcets with a twitt Ford, which is patlable for horle, but not tor foot : 
Here Mbntcleon is conſtraincd to take up his Lacquy Anſelm» bchind him, which he doth; but be- 
12g in the midii thereot, the horle ttumbles, and talls with both of them under him; which is 
done ſo ſaddenly,that M»nteleon had no time to calt oft his Lacquyzand (o they are both drown- 
ed.and have ncithzs che grace nor power to breathe, or ſpeak a word more. 

Gods f udgments are (ecret and in{crutable:had they had time to rcpent,they had only loſt their 
lives, whcveas now 1: 15 rather to be teared,than wiſhed, they likewiſe run the hazard of their 
ſouls. But as it is a vertue to think and cenfure charitably of the dead, ſoit muſt needs be a vice 
to dothe contrary. Heretofore they thirlted tor blood, and ( 1o ) now they have their fill of 
water. All Elements arc the ſervants of God, but theſe two of fireand witer, arc the moſ cer- 
zible, the moſt impetuous. This 1s a teltimony of our weaknels, and of Gods Power. 

By this time Captain Benevente, and his man Framzento are found wanting, and no news tobe 
heard of them ; his houſe rings and reſounds with forrow, all his ſervants and friends mourn 
and lament for his abſence, and his two accurſed Daughters, they ſeem tobe all in tears there- 
at : But we ſhall ſhortly (ce this their hypocrific and diffimulation both detected and revenged, 
They lay all the Couatry to purchaſe news of their Father, and ſpeedily by polt advertiſe their 
Brother Alcaſero thereot at Nopler, who amazed hereat, comes away with all poſlible { 
and expedition 3 his two Siſters and himſelf wondertully mourn and lamentfor the abſence of 


thei Father, and now ſeeing five days patty and no news of him, they begin to ſulpeR and _ 
at 
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that he is made away and murthered z and becauic Fiamento was alone with him. they luſpe@t 
him of the fa, which they are the ſooner induced to believe, in regard he 15 fled, and not to 
be found 3 but they ſhall ſoon (ce the contrary, and that as he was a taithfull (Crvauc to their 
Father his Maſter, during his life, ſo he was a true companicn to him in his death. And al- 
though Alcaſero his Son ute all poſſible zeal and indutiry to tind out his Father, yet tith Earth 
cannot, now Heaven will reveal the news and tight ot him. For as {ſonic netghbouring Gentle- 
men ( his kinsfolks and triends ) are hunting ot a Stag near A:prata, they purtuc him on horſe- 
back ſome five or {ix hours, and at lalt being tired, he rans tor r.fuge and theltcr thorow the 
buſhics and briars, into the fame old Quarry, where the dead bodics of Cantain Benevente, and 
his man Fiamento were thrown. The Gentlemen-huntcrs d: ſ:cnd from their hories, and with 
their Swords drawn, enter purpoſely to kill the Stag, which thy perform, when calting aſide 
their eyes, they ſee two dead mens bodies, one near the other, whole legs, hands and taces, the 
Crows had pititully mangled and defaced. They arc amazcd at this -.ourntul and unlooked- 
for ſpectacle z when approaching todilcern them, they by thr cloaths tad and know thera 
to be Captain Benevente, and his Gentleman Fiamentos, Thy arc altoniſhed and amazed hereat , 
and (o one of them rides back polt to Otranto, to acquaint AlcFero his Son hercot 3 who melt- 
ing into tears, returns with him neer Alptatz, where, th his unipeakable grict, he ſecs the dead 
bodies both of his Father and Fiamentos, which b<torc all the Hunters he caulcd to b: ſearch- 
ed,and finds that his Fathcr (with a Pitiol-bullet ) was ſhot thorow the head 1 two places,and 
run thorow the body with a Rapier in three 3 and that Fiumento had hve deep wounds with a 
Rapier, and one (ſhot thorow the head. Alcaſero, and the whole company grieve and lament 
at this ſorrowtul news: they know well that Fiamexto did not ſet upon the Captain his Father z 
and that neither of them Rad Piſtols : and thongh they might imagine it done by thieves, yet 
they were quickly cleared of that jealoutie and luſpition, becauſe they hnd rich Rings on his 
Malter's fingers,and ſtore of Gold in his pockets :.So they referring the diſcovery ot tis bloody 
and damnablc murther to Time, and to God the Author and Giver of Time, Alcajers cauſcth 
the dead bodies, firlt of his Father, then of Fiamento, tobe laid in a Coach, which he had Pur - 
polcly cauſed to be brotght thither 3 and lo accompanicd with all the Gentlemen, returns with 
it to Otranto, where all the whole City lament and bewail this Tragical Di aiter ; and becauſe 
theſe dead corps of theirs have reccived wrong in b-ing fo long above ground, Alcaſero that 
night gives them their due burialspiuterring Fzaments decently,and his Father honourably, ac- 
cording as the neceſlity and ltrictnels of the time would permit hiza. 
It is now Alcaſero's curiolity and care to {eek out the murtherers of his Father ; and for his 
Sifters they are ſo irrcligious and wretched,as they think to mockGodzand deludethe world with 
their immoderate,yet counterteit mourning z but it proceeds not trom their hearts, much lefs 
from their ſouls. The morrow atter their Father's burial,they arc all three inform:d,Monteleon 
and his Lacquy Aſelm» are drown'd, as they palt tae River Blanquettelle, whercat he wonders, 
and his two Siltcrs rejoyce and triumph,elpecially Czleftina, who now ſees her (elf treed,not on- 
ly of the Captain her Father whom the hated, but allo of the Knight Monteleon her Suter, whom 
ſhe could not love : She iggo impious and graceleſs,as ſhe doth rejoyce,but will neither repent 
nor pity at theſe accidents; yea, the lo ſlightly and Crivially paſſcthwover the remembrance of 
hes Father's untimely and bloody death,as it murther were no lin,or that God had ordained no 
puniſhment tor it 3 ſhe wears her mourning attire and weeds, more tor ſhew than ſorrow ; for 
her Fatber was no ſooner laid in his Grave, but ſhe builds many Caliles of plcaſurc in the Air 
of her extravagant and ambitious thoughts, vowing that cre long ſhe will have a Gallant of 
her own chuſing to her Husband 3 but the may come ſhort ot her hopes, and perchance find 
a halter for her neck, betore a wedding-Ring tor her tinger, As tos her Brother Alcaſero his 
thoughts are roving and roaming another way 3 for he finds it firange that the Baron of Carpi 
comes not to condole with him tor his Father, and to continue his lute and afſe&ion to his Si- 
ſer Fidelia, whereat he both admires and wonders,and nut on!y takcs it in ill part,but alſo be- 
gins to ſuſpe, and to'caſt many doubts and jealoutics thereon , and what the iſſue thereof will 
be, or what cffets it will produce, we (hal! ſhortly ſec. But a month or two being blown 
away, Carpi hearing no ſuſpition or talk of him, and thinking all things in a readineſs for him 
to be aſſured and contracted to his Lady and Miltrels Fidelia, he'takes a new Lacquy, and ap- 
parclling him in a contrary Livery, ſends him ſecretly to Otranto with this Letter to her 


CARPI to FIDELIA, 
Here are ſome reaſons that ſtay me for not coming to Otranto, to condole with tbee for the death of 
thy Father, which what they are, none can bettcr imagine ths1 thy ſelf : when thy ſorrows are over= 
blown, 1 will come #0 tbce,in hope to be as joyfull in thy preſence,as thy abſence makgs me miſerable, Thave 
given 
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given thee ſo tr 4t,and ſo real a proof of my affeftion, as thou ſhouldeſt offer me palpable injuſtice; and to 
thy ſelf extream mju”y to denbt thereof. For What greater teſtimony canſt thou faturely expeft than tc 
believe I will ever prefer thy love before my own life, if thy conſtancy anſwer mine? Heaven may, bat 
Earth cannot croſs our arfires. 1 pray figrifie me how thy Brother ſtand: affeed to 0ur affeFions thy 
ar(wer ſhall kave many kifſes, and 1 will ever both honour and bleſs that hand that writ ir, 


CARPI 


The Lacquy comes to O:-anto, and finds out Fide/ia, to whom (with much care and ſecrecy ) 
he delivers his Maſter's Letter, and commends, and requeſteth an anſiver. Fidclia receives the 
one, and promiferh the other ; bur ſhe is perplexed and troubled in mind, Here her thoughts 
make a ſtand, and conſulc whether ſhe ſhall open this Letter or no. Her conſcience hath here. 
rofore yeelded to the death of her Father , and now Religion beginsro work upon the life of 
her Conſcience, which indeed isthat of her Soul, Had ſhe perſevered in this courſe of piety, ber 
repentance might have pleaded for her diſobedience, and ber contrition redeemed her crime; 
bur ſhe forſikes the helm char might have ſteered hertothe Port of happineſs and ſafety, and 
ſo fills the ſails of her reſolutions with the wind of deſpair, which threaten no leſs than to ſplic 
the Bark of her life on the Rocks of her defiruRion and dearh. She now begins to hate com- 
pany, which before ſhe loved, and co love ſolicarineſs, which before ſhe hated; yes, the living 
piture of her dead Father doth fo haunt her thoughts, and frequent her imaginatioffs, thar 
IN hereſcever ſhe is, it is preſent with her. Remorſe, 2S$2 Vultare gnaws at her heart and conſci- 
ence ; rea, though nothing do fear her, yet ſhe fears all things. She ſees no man running behind 
he, bur ſhe thinks he purpoſely follows her to drag her to Priſon , ſhe is afraid of her own ſha- 
dow, and thinks, that not only every tower, but every houſe will fall upon her : ſhe will noc 
come into auy Boar, nor pals any River, Brook, or Well, for fear of drowning, This deſpair of 
hers, cauſeth her to be col4in her Religion, and frezen in her Prayers, which ſhould be both 
the preſervative and antidote of the ſoul ; her ſpeeches for the moſt part are confuſed and diftra- 
cted, and her looks ſullen, feartul and galtly ( the proper fizns and ſymptoms of deſpair ) Car- 
pi's Lacquy having ſtayed two days in Orranto for his anſwer, holds it his duty co importune 
Fiadtha to be diſpatched, the which that nighe ſhe promiſeth him; and now in ſad and melan- 
choly hamcur ſhe breaks off Carp;'s Letter, and peruſeth ir, which not only renews, butre= 
vives the remembrance of her Father's death :' whereat ſhe enters into a ſtrange and ſo impla- 
cable a pallion, as the once had thought to hav< thrown his L=trer into the fire, and her ielt, 
after, Now ſhe is relolved to write back to Carpi,and then pr<tencly ſhe changeth her refolu- 
tion, and vows ſhe will autwer him with ftilence. But the Devil is as (ubtil as malicious, and 
{o (he calls for Pen and Ink,and out ot the dregs ot: dilcontent,and the gall ot deſpair, writes 
and returns him this anlwer. | 
FIDELIA to CARPI. 


T Fathers death bath altered my diſpofition.for I am now wholly addifted to mourning, and not to 

grarriagt. I pray trouble not thy ſelf toleave Napics, t6 come and condole with me im Otranto : 
for the be comfort that I cat receive, us, that it is imp»ſſible for me to receive any, Inever doubted of thy 
aff.diion, nor will give thee any juſt cauſe to ſuſj el, much leſs to fear mine. If this wilbnot ſuffice, reſt 
aſſured Thave reſolved, that ertber my Grave, or thy ſelf ſhall be my Husband. How my Brother ſtands 
effected to thee, 1s a thing difficult for me to underjtand or know, fith I am only bis Siſter, not his Secre- 
tary; ut 31 all outward appearance, T think be neither loves thee for my ſakg,nor my ſelf for thine. Live 
thou 2s bappy, as Ifear Tſhalldie miſerable. 


FIDELIA. 


What a fearful Letter is this,citheffor,Fideliz to ſend, or Carpi to receiye: But her diſtetn- 
pered and diſtractcd (pirits can attord no Other 3 and therefore ſhe diſpatcheth away the Lac- . 
quy with this. And now (as if her thoughts tranſported her to-hell) ſhe cannot be alone, for 
the Devil is ſtill with her , he appears to her in a ſhape of an Angel of Light, *and proters hes 
Mountains of Wealtb,and Worlds of Hoxor.it ſhe will fall down ial adore him, To rebel agaiaſt 
God isa fin : But to perſevere in our reb-llion, is uot only a contempt, but atreaſonin the 
higheſt degree againki God. The beſt of Gods people are commonly tempted; but thoſe are, 
and prove the worſt, who are overcome with temptation. Fortitzdeis a principal aud ſovereigt 
virtue in Chrijtians;and if we vanquiſh the Deril,it is good for us;that he aſſaulted us ith thoſe 
Victories (as well ſpiritual as temporal) are ever moſt glorious and honourable, which are 
atchicved with greateſt danger. Had Fidelia followed theurrent of this counſel, and the 
ſtream of this advice, ſhe had never beca fo _ with God,vor ſo unfaithful to her oo to 
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deftroy her ſelf : but forſaking Gad, and contemning prayer, Which is the true way to the 
rrueſt feliciry, what can ſhe hope for bur deſpair, or expect but deſtruRion ? Her Brother Alca- 


ſero, and many of her kinsfolks, neighbours and friends { with their beſ{ zeal, ard poſlible pow- 


er ) endeavour to perſwade and comfort her ; they exhort her to read religious books, and con. 
tinually to pray ; ſhe hearkneth to both theſe counſels, but neither can, or will not, follow ei- 
ther ; her ſleeps are but broken Mlumbers, bur diftrafted dreams, and ever and anon it ſeems 
(to the eyes of her mind and body ) that the Captain her Father doth ſpeakto ber, and follow 
her. Ina word, ſhe is weary both of the world, and of her hfe , yea,deſpair, or rather the Dewil 
hath reduced her to this extream miſery, and miſerable extremity, that ſhe is ready to kiſs 
that hand that would kill her, or that Death which would give her death; ſhe never ſees a 
Knif in the hands of another, but ſhe wiſheth it in her own heart ; her Conſcience doth ſoter- 
ribly accuſe her, and her thoughts give in ſuch bloody evidence again!t her conſcience and 
ber ſelf, for occafioning her Father's murther, that ſhe reſolv:{#ſhe mult dye, and therefore dif. 
insto live, And now comes her ſiſter Cz/:#ina to her, to perſwade and confer with her, but 

/ will prove buta miſerable comforter. Fidelia ſees her wich hatred and deteſtation, and 
when ſhe begins to ſpeak, very peremptorily and mournfully cuts off her ſpeeches thus, 4h 
Sifter, would we had ſlept when we plotted our Father's degthfor in ſeeking bis ruine,we ſhall aſſurealy 
find ont our own: Provide you for your ſafety, for I am paſt hope of mine ; and ſo get you out of my ſioht. 
I know not whether the beginning of this her ſpeech ſavored more of Heaven, than the end 
thereof doth of Hel! : for ſure, if ie paſs hope, we come too ſhort of ſaivation; and if we for- 

ſake that, this infallibly will forſake us, 

This poor, or rather this miſerable Gen:/ewoman, having always her murthered Father be. 
fore her eyes ( which inceſſantly haunts her as a Ghoff, and yet ſhe epforced to follow it as her 
ſhadow ) is powerfully allured and provoked by the inſtigation of the Dev;!, in what manner, 
er at what rate ſoever, todiſpatch her ſelf, being ſo wretchecly inſtructed in faith and piety; 
and ſhe adds and believes, that the end of her life will prove not only the end of her afflicti. 
ons, but the beginning of ber joys. But, O poor Fidelia, with a thouſand pities and tears, I both 
pity and grieve to ſee thee believe ſo infernal an Advocate: for what joy either will he, or 
can he givetbee © Why, nothing but bondage for liberty, torments for pleaſures, and tortures 
for delights; or if thou wilt have me ſhew thee whereat his flattering oratory, or ſupred inſi- 
nuation tenderh, it is only to have thee deſtroy thy body in earth, that ( asa 7 riumph and Tro- 
phee rothe inlargement of his obſcure Xingdow ) he may drag thy body and ſoul to hell-fire, 
But Fideliais as conſtant in her ſin, as impious in ber reſolution; and ſo ( all delays ſet apart ) 
ſhe ſeeks the means to defiroy her ſelf : ſhe procures poiſon and takes it, but the effe&t and ope. 
ration thereof anſivers not her deſires, 1 know not whether ſhe be more impatient to live than 
willing to dye. We never want invention, ſeldom means to do evil ; a little pen-knif. of bers, 
ſhall in her conceit perform that which poyſon could not ; ſhe ſeeks it, and noiy remembers, it 
is with her pair of Knives, inthe pocket of her beſt Gown : ſhe flies to her Ward-robe, and ſo 
ro her pocket, but finds not her Knives, only ſhe finds her Vaplcs-filk girdle inſtead thereof. 
The Devils inſtruments are never far to ſeek ; ſhe thinks it as good to (iravgle her Throat, as 
to cutit. And here comes her mournful and deplorable Tragedy, ſhe returns ſwiftly to her 
Chamber, bolts the door, and ſo ( which I grieve and tremble to relate ) fsflens it ro the teaſter 
of her Bed, and chere bangs her ſelf , and as it is faithfully reported, at that very inſtant, and 
for the ſpace of an hour, it thundred and lightned fo cruelly, as if Heaven and Earth wete 
drawing to an end, that not only the chamber where ſhe hurg, but the whole houſe ſhaked 
thereat. The thunder being paſt, and the skies clear, Dinner is ſeryed on the Table, and Alca- 
ſeroand Celeſting ready to fit, they call for their Siſter Fidelis, but ſhe is not to befound. One 
goes to her Chamber, and returns, that her Key is withourſide, and the door bolted within, 
and yet ſhe anſwers not, They both flie from the Tabl&ro her Chamber, and call, and knock, 
bat noanſwer. Alcaſero comman ds hismen to bre open the door, which they do, and there 
ſees his Siſter Fide/ia banging to the Bed-(tead ſtark dead. They cry out as affrighted and -ama- 
zed at this mournful and pititul ſpeRacle, and with all ſpeed rake her doivn ; bur ſhe is breath- 
leſs, though not cold ; and they fee all her faceand body, which were wont to be as white as 
ſnow, now to be coal-black, and to ſtink infinitely, Theſe are the \woful effects, and lamenta- 
ble fruits both of Deſpair and Murther. O, may Chriſtians of all ranks, and cf both Sexes, take 
heed by Fidel;a's mournful and miſerable example, and withal remember, that murther will 
ſtill be revenged ard puniſhed, eſpecially that which is perpetrated by children toward their 
D_ ; a fin odious both to God and man,fith it not only oppoſeth Nature, bur Grace ; Earth, 

ut Heaven. 


No ſooner (with grief and mourning ) hath 4lcsſero buried this his natural, yer unnatural - 
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filter Fidelia,but as his other ſifer Celeſtina weeps for her death, ſo ſhe av2in rejovcerh char þ 
ſiſter hath no way revealed the great buſineſs, which ſo much concerns n= I ms. the _—_ 
of the Captain ber Father, But Time will dete& and revenge both ir 8nd-her. And that we may 
not ſeem extravagant inthe narration and unfolding of this Hiſtory fly we from Orranto to Na. 
ples and leave we the fatal and woful Tragedy of Fide/ia, to ſpeak a little of the Baron of Carpi 
her Lover, who hath yet a great part to a&t upon the Theatre of this Hiſtory. . 

He hath no ſoover received Fiaelia's Letter by his Lacquy, bnt he much wonders and grieves 
at the contents thereof : he ſecs her cold in her affeRtion rowards him, and hot in deſpair to her 
ſelf,and thinks, that as it is in her power to rejoyce him with her affeRion, ſo it may be in his to 
comfort her with his preſence : but her requeſt and his conſcience inform him, that itis yer too 
ſoon to leave Naples to ſeeOrrants; and yet that he maynor fail in the complement 8nd duty of 
a Loverghe reſulves to vitt her by Letter,though not in perſon,and ſo writes her theſe few lines. 


CARPI to FIDELIA. 


Ere thy requeſt not my Law, I wonld ſee Fidelia ro comfort her,and comfort my ſelf to ſer her : 

But fith I muſt be ſo unfortunate, as in one Letter to receive two different ſorrows, my refuſal, 
and thy deſpair What remedy (& Anndote) can I more aptly admixifter, than Patience to the frſt,and 
Prayer to the ſecend. If thou weigh matters aright, I have more eccaſion of ſorrow. than thy ſelf, and 
yet 1 am ſo far from deſpairing,as Thope Time Will give thee conſolation and me content. Endeavenr to 
lowt thy ſelf, and net to hate me ; ſ® ſhalt thou draW felicity out of affliction, and 1 ſecurity ont of 
dangtr.1 hope ty Brother will not follow thy Fathers ſteps>bis aff. tion to thee, ſhall be mine to himſelf. 
Let thy ſecond Letter give me ha f ſomnch jiy, as thy firſt did grief, and I ſhall then trinmph at my 
goed fortune as much as 1 now lament ani pit y thine, and in that mine own, 


CARPI. 


He ſends this Letter of his to Otranto,by his Lacquy Fir/co,who carried his firſt ; but he muſt 
©1 into another world, if he mean co deliver it tO Fidelia : He comes ro Orranteozand repairs to 
Captain Ben-vente's houſe;whereas he 1s walking in the ſecond Court, 4lcaſero being very ſolita- 
ry and penſive at a window, leaning his heid on his hand,and deeply ard leriouſly thinking what 
wo fatal diſaſters were befallen his hcuſe,as the loſs of his Father and Siſtec,he by chance eſpies 
this Lacquy Fe/co ; at whoſe ſight his heart beats, and his blood very ſuddenly flaſheth up in his 
face; he exceedingly wonders hereat, and attributing every extraqrdinary motion in himſelf, as 
ſtep or degree to the diſcovery ct his Father's marther whereon his thoughts were always fixed, 
and could never be withdrawn, he ſends a Gentleman of his, ramed P/antinw, to enqu re whoſe 
Lacquy it was.and what was his buſineſs. Plentinus deſcends and exam nerh him, but ke is cloſe 
and will reveal nothing. He intreats him to enter and taſte the Wire, which be doth ; when in- 
gaging, and caving him in the Cellar, he trips upto his Maſter, and acquaints him with his an 
ſwer, adding wittal, that ſome fifteen days fince he ſaw him here before, Alcaſers commands 
this Lacquy to be brought before him, he examines him, bur he will rot diſcover bimſelf, he 
threatens him with the whip, and impriſonment, but he cannot prevail. Ic is a virtue in a ſervant 
to conecal his Vaſter's ſecrets, Alcaſero is angry at his ſilence and fidelity, yer commends him ; 
he bethinks himſelf of another courle and ſubrilty, as well knowing tlat fair ivords may obtain 
that which threats cannct;te prays him to dine with his ſervants,and enjoyneth Plantings to bring 
him ro him in the Garden af.er dinner,the which he doth. 4lcaſero takes him apart, and tels him, 
that ſome fifteen days paſt he ſaw him here : Fieſco anſwereth higa with ſilence. Alcaſero finds 
much perturbation in his hearr, and diſtraction 1n his looks and ſpeech , he thinks this boy can 
reveal ſometbing which he ought to know, and therefore thinks to ſurprize him with a filver 
hook , he proffers him twenty Duckets, and lays it down before him, to diſcover bimſelf and 
his buſineſs, 

Gold is, but ought not £0 be a powerful bait to indiſcretion and poverty. It is aſmall point 
of ſmall wiſdom in Neb/emen ro commit ſecrets of importance to thoſe who have roo much: 
folly, and too little judgment to conceal them. The fight of this Gold doth not only dazle 
Fieſco's eyes, but eclipſe his fidelity ; ſo he holds it no fin towards Ged, nor treachery towards 
his Maſter to reveal ir ; but takes it, and informs him that he is the Baron of Carpi his Lacquy, 
who ſent bim from Nap/es thither, with a Letter from him to the Lady Fidelia his filter. A4lca- 
ſero grows pale hereat, and is very curious and haſty to ſee the Letter : Fieſcodelivers it him, 
who ſteps aſide, and reads it; whereon he plucks his hat down his fore-head, and ſo _— 
three or four paces, reads it ore again. He 1s perplexed to know as much as he ſees,and griev 
not to ſee and find as much as he defireth to _ He now confirms hjs former Ss <1 
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Carps and believes that he is a cief ARor or Agent in bis Father's Tragedy tut he knows it wiſe 
dom to uſe filence in the diſcovery of a crime of this nature, and theretote calls Fieſco to him, 
bids him itay that night,and to ſpeak with him in the morning before he depart. 

Alcaſere withdraws himſelf from the Garden to his C loſer, and there ag-in peruſ<th this Let. 
ter of Carpi'*s; be finds it full of ſuſpition and ambiguities,and perceives it hath a relation to for. 
mer Letters, yea,there is a myfiery in this Lerter,the which he mult unlock and find out ere he 
be ſatisfied ; for although Caypi be ſquint-ey'd, yet he fears hc hath looked too right on his Fa- 
ther. He flies to Fide/ia's Cloſer, Trunk and Casker, and finds a former Lztter cf Ca pi*s to her, 
and the Copy of one of bers to bim ; and the peru'al of theſe two Letters are ſo far trom dimi- 
niſhing his ſuſpicion,as it doth augment and encreaſe it, for now he verily believes that Ce-ps 
and his Sitter Fide(;a have jointly had a great hand in his Farke-s murther, Pur all this while he 
doth not once ſo much as ſuſpe& or imagin that his other Siſter Cel-ftina hath pliyed any pare 
in this Tragedy: but Time is the daughtcr of Trath,as Trathis that of Heav:n In the morn he cals 
for Fieſco.to whom he gave this farewel;Tel! the Baron of Carpi thy Maſter, that my Siſter Filelia 
8 in ancther World. and not in this,and thit ſport'y I reſelte to ſee him at Naples, and that in the in- 
terim ] will reſerve his Litter. Freſco departs, but knows he hath ſo highly betrayed and wrong. 
ed his Maſter, 2s he dares not ſee him, and ſo ſhews bim a fair pair of heels. Such Lacquies far 
berter deſerve a halter thana Livery. Carji wonders at his Lacquys long ſtay ; in which mean 
time Alcaſero comes to Naples, where he is yet irreſo'ute, whether to accuſe Cayp: by order and 
courſe ot Laiv, or to fight with him ; but he reſolves ro do bg; and that if the Law will not 
right him for the murther of his Father, his ſword ſhall. He goes to the Criminal Judges, and 
with much paſſion and ſorrow accuſech the Barn of Carp: for murthering of the Captain Be- 
»evente his Father;and for proof hereof, producech his wo Letters to his Silier Fide/ia, ard the 
Copy of one of bers ro him, Whereupon the Judges grant power to apprehend Capi , ſo he is 
taken and conſt:tuted priſoner; ard now he hath le:ſure to think on the baſeneſs and foulneſs of 
his fat. But he 1s ſo far from dejeRirg himſelf to ſorrowv, or addifting himſelf rorepentance, as 
he purs a brazen face on his looks and ſpeeches,and io peremptorily intends and reſolves to deny 
all. Had he had more grace,or leſs impiety, he would have made better uſe of this h's impriſon- 
ment, and have ſhe'vn himſelf at leſt humble, if not ſorrowful for his offence and crime. But he 
holds it wiſdom in greateſt dangers to ſhew molt courage and reſolution, and ſo makes himſelf 
fit to grapple and encounter with all accidents and occurrences whatloever. 

Men may palliate their fins bur Ged will find them out,and diſplay them in their n:ked colors, 
Alcaſerois an importunate \ kici-or ts his Judges,to draw ard hatten on Carp; his arraignment : 
But thzy (reſembling themſelyes ) proceed therein mode'tly ard gravely : they conſult and con- 
ſider the three Letters; they find conjeRvral ſentences encugh to accuſe, but no ſolid proof to 
condemn him, they hold, that their opinions ought nor to be ſwayed with the wind of every 
preſumptiongana that it is not fit ſo trivially to ſer the life of a man ar ſix and ſeven, Beſides, as 
they approve of Alcaſero his affection to his father, ſo they diſlike of his impetuoſity and vehe. 
mency toivards Carpi. They all reſolve to lay the Sword of Juft:ce inthe balance of Equity ; 
and then ordain, that Capi ſhall be racket, 'to ſee whether they can draw more light from his 
tongue,than f:om his pen. But he endures theſe his tortures and torments with wonderful con- 
ſtarcy and ſtill Cenies all. Had his cauſe been more religious and humane.and rot fo blocdy, this 
fortitude «nd courage of his had been as praiſe-worthy, as now it is odious and execrable, The 
Court by ſentence (prcnounced in open Senate) acquit and clear Carps of this murther, wherat 
Alcaſeoexceedingly repines ard murmurs. 

It is not enough that Ca/pi hath now eſcaped this danger , for Alcaſe's remains (till conſtant in 
his conceit, that he 1s the murtherer of his Father, and therefore vows and reſolies to fight with 
him : He Jets paſs ſome fix weeks t:megtill he be ſound of his limbs,and then reſo'ves to ſend him 
a Challenge. Had Carp: been innocent, it had been more honourable ard requiſice that he had 
challenged 41c1ſero,than 4lcaſe. o him; but his cauſe being unjuſt, and his conſcience tearful ; he 
dares notrun the hazard, to be defirous or ambitious co fight with /caſers ; which if he had ate» 
tempted, Alcaſ.ro vill anticipate and prevent him; who making P/:ntinus his ſecond, he out of 


the aſhes of his ſorro-v, and the fire of his revenge, ſends him to Ce pi with this Billet ot Defi- 
ance. 


—_ 


ALCASERO ro CARPTI. G 
Lthrgh the Law hvecleared thee for the murther of my Fatber,yet my Conſcience cannvt,and my 
Kapre! will nt. I frowld be 4 monite- of Naturc, Hot t: Jerky Teng, for Is deatÞ. 0] nh m ib .ve 
reccaved my | fe. Could I pree peace to my thoughts, or un:ihink, the thoughts of my @:) after 4 wid not 
ſeck, to bereave thee of thy lifegwith the bazzard of mine own : but pinding this nvt only diffenct. out 


im; . ſtile, 
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impoſſible;pardon me if requeſt thee to meet me ſinole, at eighe of the clock after (upper,at the weſt 
end of the common Vineyard, where I will attend thee with a couple of Rapiers,the choice whereof ſhall 
be thine.and the refuſal mine : or if thou wilt make uſe of a Second, he ſhall net depart without mee= 
ting one to exchange a thruſt or t Wo with him. 


ALCASERO, 


Whiles the Baron of Carpi is triumphing to fee how he hath bleared the eyes of his Judpes,and 
ſo freed himſelf from the fears and darger of death, behold, Plaxtings finds him our, and deli- 
vers him 4/caſero his Challenge. He takes it,and with a variable countenance reads it whereat 
he finds a reluftation and combat, not only in his thoughts, but his Conſcience, whether he 
ſhould accept or refuſe ir. His Howoxr bids him do the firſt ;but his Conſcience wils him to per- 
form the ſecond; /t were better to be born a Clown thax a Coward. Beſides if he ſhould refuſe to 
fight with Alcaſere, he upon the matter makes himſelt guilty of the Caprain his Fathers death. 
He knows he bath an unjuſt cauſe in hand, but he prefers his Honour before his Life ; when fet- 
ting a gocd tace upon his reſolution, he addreſſech himſelf ro Planting, thus, 

Sir, 1 preſume you know this buſineſs. for I take you to be Alcalero's Seconn. He hath (replied Plan- 
tinus) done me the honour to make cvoice of me, inftead of a more worthy, W./{(quoth the Baron of 
Carp, tell thy Maſter from me, That although I hive not deſerved his mal ce, Jet that I accept his 
challinge and will per form ;t,only I muſt fight ſingle, becauſe I am at p'eſent unprovided of a Second. 
Flantinss (as tull of Valcur as Fidelity ) prays him,T hat he may not fer 3s hepes and defines fru- 
ft ated, but that he may enjoy part of te feaſt. But Cay?! gives him this anſwer,which he bids him 
rake for (iis laſt reſolution , 7 hat he will hazard himſelf, but n't his friend. So Plantinus returns 
with joy to his maſter, and diſcontent to himſelf, when nothing proving of power to quench 
the fire of theſe two Gentlemens courage and revenge, they meet at the time and place appoin- 
ted. Ca p: fights with patlion and vehemency z Alcaſero ivith judgment and diicretion. Carpi 
looks red ind hery with choler, and 4/caſero pale and gaſtly, not tor fear of his cauſe, bur for 
the remembrance of his ſorrows; and toconclude and ſhut up this comba: in the ſſue tfere. 
of, 7«ſtice is not now pleaſed to ſheiy the effes of her power and influence, nor Go4 that of 
his Juitice, onely it is reſerved tor another time, and for a more ſhameful manner : ſo Carpi 
hath the beſt of the cay, for he is onely burt in his right hand and ſcarr'd over both his lips, as if 
the providerce and pleaſure of God had ordained,that that hand which committed the Murther, 
and chat month which denied it, ſh-u!d be purpoſely puniſhed, and no part elſe As for 4/caſero, 
he bad five ſeveral vounds, whereof one being thoroiw the body, made Ca-pi b:lieve it was 
mortal, and the rather, for that he f-I| therewith ſpeechleſs to the ground ; ſo l:aving him 
grovelling and weltring in his blood, he departs, reſting very confident that he was at his ve. 
ry laſt glaſp of life, and point of death. But Carps his Chirurgion (being more humane and cha- 
ritable than bis Maſter) leaps over the next hedge, and comes to his athſtance : He ſears him 
avainſt a bank, binds up his wounds and wraps himin his Cloak, and ſo runs co a Litter, which 
he ſaw near him, and prays the Lady that was in it, that ſhe would vouchſafe to take in Do 
Alcaſe o, who was there extreamly and dangerouſly wounded , and this did Carpi his Chiru-- 
g* on perform, in the abſence of Alcaſero'; own Chirargeon, who out of ſome dilialt or forgerful- 
neſs,came not at the hour and place aiſigned, according to his promiſe. It was the Lady Afar- 
guerita Eſperia,who out of her noble and charitable zeal ro wounded Alcaſero, preſently de- 
ſcended her Litter, commanded her ſervants to lay himin ſoftly, 'and to convey bim to his 
lodging, and ſhe her ſelf is pleaſed rofiay in the fields till her ſervants return it_her, It was # 
ecurtefie and a charity worthy of ſo honourable a Lady as her ſelf: and in regard whereof, I hold 
it fit,co give her remembrance and name a place inthis Hiſtory. All Naples, yea, the whole King- 
d'm rings of this combat, the*Baron of Carpi and Alcaſeroare (jointly) highly commended and 
ex:olled for the ſame, the laſt for his affection and zeal to his dead father ; the firſt, for civing 
Alcaſero his life when it was in his power and pleaſure to have taken it from him, But God will 
not permit Alcaſero to die of theſe wounds, but rather wil. have him live to ſee Carpi die before 
bim.chough ina far more ignoble and ſhameful manner. | 

As ſoon as Alcaſery*s wounds are cured,and he pretty well recovered he leaves Naples, and re. 
turns to Otranto, where 1s Siſter Celeſtina did as much ſhake and tremble at the impriſonment 
of the Baron of Carpi,as ſhe now rejoyces at his liberty; eſpecially,ſith ſhe is aſſured,chat he bath 
no way accuſed her, nor uſed her name for the death and marther of her Father, Which indeed 
makes her far more pleaſant and merry than before, and within fix months after marries witli 
Seignior Al :mſo Lydrvici, whom ſhe ever from her youth had loved and affeted,and with whom 
ſhe lives in great pleaſure, ſtate and pomp : and no leſs doth her brother Alcaſe-o, who for the 
courteſie which Dona /Margwerits E ſperia _— him when be was ſo dangerouſly wounded, 
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in requital thereof,doth now marry the fair Bearina, her only Daughter, with whom he lives in 
the higheſt content ard felicity, as any Gentleman of 7ta/y,or 0t the whole world can either de. 
fire or wiſh. | 

But this Sun-ſhine of Carpi's proſperity, and Celrfftina's happineſs and glory ſhall not laſt 
long. for there is a ſtorm breaking forth. which threatneth no leſs than the utrer ruin, as well of 
their fortunes as lives. Where men cannot Goa will both derect and puniſh Murthers, yea, by 
ſuch ſecrer means and infiruments, as we leaſt ſuſpeR or imagin. They are infallible A/axime, 
That we are never leſs ſecured than when we think our ſelves ſecure; nor nearer canger than when we 
efteem our ſelves fartheſt from it. And if any be ſo incredulous,or as 1 may ſay, fo Irrel/pious 2s 
not to believe it, have they but a little patience, and they ſhall inſtantly ſee ic verified and made 
good in the Baren of Carpi,and the Lady Celeſtina, who thinking themſelves now fate and free 
from all adverſe fortunes and fatal accidents whatſoever, and enjoying all thoſe contents and 
pleaſures which their hearts could either defire or wiſh to enjoy, or which the world could 
proſtitute or preſent them, they in a moment ſhall be bereaved of their deligh's and glory. 
and enforced to end their d1ys on a baſe Scaffold, with much ſhame, intamy and miſery. The 
manner is thus : 

Ged many times beyond cur hopes and expeAQations, doth ſquare out the rule of his Juſtice, 
according to that of his will. All men are to be accountable to him for their ations, bur he t0 
none for his decrees and reſolutions: it is in him to order,in us to obey; yea, many rimes he re. 
proves us, but yet with no intent to pardon us. Cricfity in matters of Faith and Religion, proves 
not only fe{ly but impicty, for as we are men,we muſt look up to (ea, but as we are Chryſtsans, 
we muſt not look beyond him. He oftentimes makes grear offenders accuſe themſelves for 
want of others to accuſe them; and when he pleaſeth, he will puniſh one ſin by another, the 
which we ſhall now ſee verified in Lorenzo, the Baren of Caypi his Lacquy ; that wretched and 
bloody Lorenzo, who as we have formerly heard, aihſted this his Maſter ro murcher Captain 
Benegente and Fiamento near A'piata,, who ever ſince being countenanced and authorized by 
his Maſters fayour, in reſpect of this his foul ta&t, wherein his bloody and murtherous hand 
was deeply and jointly imbrued with him . he from that time becomes ſo debauch'd and diſ- 
ſolute in his ſervicezas he ſpends ali that poſſibly he can procure or get ; yea, and runs likewiſe 
extreamly in debt, not only with all his friends, bur alſo with all choſe whom he knozvs will 
truſt bim : ſo as his wants being extreamly urgent, ard inforced to ſee himſelf reduced to a 
miſerable indigence and poverty, he being one day ſent by the Baron his Matter to the Senate. 
houſe with a Letter to his Counſellor, he there in the throng ard croud of the people cuts a 
purſe from a Genrl/ewoman's ſide, wherein was fome five and twenty Duckatoons in Gold, was 
taken wich the manner, and apprehended and impriſoned for the tat, and the next morn his 
Proceſs was made, he found guilty, and condemned to be hanged : So he is dealt withal by a 
couple of Friers in priſon,who prepare his ſoul for Heaven : He fees the foulneſs of his former 
life, and repeats it. The Baron of Carpi his Maſter,no ſooner underſtands this news, but he ſhakes 
and trembles, fearing left this his Lacquy ſhould reveal the Murther of che Captain and his 
man : ihereupon he reſolveth to flie ; but conſidering again, chat if his Lacquy accuſe him nor, 
his very fl/ghr will proclaim and make him guilty, he ſtays, ard as he thinks, reſolves of a bet. 
ter|[courſe, He goes to the priſon, and deals with his Lacquy to be ſecret in the buſineſs he wors 
of, proteſting and promiſing him, that in conſideration thereof, he will enrich his mother and 
brothers. Lorex&s tells him, that he needs not fear ; for as he hath lived, ſo he will dic his faith. 
full ſervant : But we ſhall ſee him have more grace, than ta keep ſo graceleſs a promiſe,Carps 
Aattering himſelf with the fidelity and affeRion of his Lacquy, reſolves to ſtay in the City : but 
he ſhall ſhortly repent his confidence. He was formerly betrayed by Fieſco, which me thinks 
ſhculd have made him more cautious and wiſe,and not ſo ſimple to intruſt and repoſe his life on 
the incertain mercy of Lortnzs's tongue : bur God's Revenge draws neer him,and cor.ſequently 
he near his end , for he neither can nor ſhall avoid che Judgment of Heaven. 

Lorenzo on the Gallows will not charge his ſoul with this foul and execrable fin of murther ; 
butGrace now operating with his ſoul,as much as formerly Satan did with his heart,he confeſſeth 
that he and the Þarex of Carpi his Malter, rogether with the Knight Monteleon, and his Lacquy 
Anſelme,murthered the Captain B:nevente, and his man Fiamento,and threw them into the Quars 
ry,the which he takes to his dzara is true , and fo uſing ſome Chrittian-like ſpeeches of repen- 
tance and ſorrozy, he is hanged. 

Lerenzyq is no ſocner turned over, but the Crimins! 7u1ges advertiſed of bis ſpeeches delivered 
at his death, they command the Baron of Caypi his lodging to be beleagured, where he is found 
in his ſtudy, and ſo apprehended and commirted priſoner , where fear makes him look pale, ſo 


as the Peacocks plumes both of his pride and courage ſtrike ſail, He is again putto the _ 
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and now the ſecond time he reveals bis foul and bloody murther,ardin every point acknowleds- 
eth Lorenz's accuſation of him to be true : $0 he is condemned fictt to have his right hand cut off, 
and then his head, notwithtanding chat many great friends of his ſuz to the Viceroy for his parden., 
The night before he was to die the next morn, one of his Judges was ſent to hum to priſon, to 
perſwade him to diſcover all his Complices in that murther, beſides 1ſonteleun and his Lacquy 
Anſelmo; yea, there are likewiſe ſome Divines preſent, who with many Rel:igicus Exhortations 
perſwade him to it:So Grace prevails with N arzre,and Right:ouſneſr with Impiciy and fin in bim; 
that be is now no longer himſclf, for contrition and repentance hath reformed him ; he wil! ra« 
ther diſ-reſpeRt Caleſtine, than diſpleaſe God : whereupon he alfirms, that ſhe and her deceaſed 
ſitter Fidelia, dreiy him and Mentelcon to murther their Faither, and his man # :amcnrto ; attd that 
if it had not been for their allurements and requelis, they had never arte >:<d eicher the begin- 
ning or end of ſo bloody a buſineſs: and thus making [11m(elf ready for Heaven, ard grieving at 
nothing on Earth, but atthe remembrance of his foul Fact, he inthe (:zh: of many thouſand peo- 
ple, doth now loſe his head. , 

This Tragedy is no ſooner aRted and finiſhed in Naples but the J. des of this City ſend away 
PoR to thoſe of Orranto,to ſeize on the Lady Celrſtina ( who in the 2bferce of her husbard for the 
moſt part lived there ) a Lady whom could pity for her your ard beauty, d:d not the foul. 
neſs cf he: fat, ſo fouly diſparage and blemiſh ir. She is at oat ioſtant at 1 Nobl.mans houſe, 
at the ſolemnity of his Daughter's marriage, where ſhe is appreh:nde<d, impriſoned and accuſed 
to be the Author ard plotter of the Captain her Father's death ; neither car her tears or prayers 
exempt her from this aMi&tion or miſery, She was once cf opinion to deny it, but underſtand. 
ing that the Baron of Caypi,and his Lacquy Zerenzo were already executed for the ſam2 in Naples, 
ſhe with a world of tears freely confeſſethit, and confirms as much as Ca-p' affirmed ; whereup-» 
on in expiation of this her inhuman Parricide, ſhe is condemnets have ber head cut off, her 
body burnt, andher aſhes thrown into the air; for a milder deat!, and a leſs puniſhment the 
Lord will not { cut of bis Juſtice ) inflict upon her, tor this her horrible crime, and barbarous 
cruelty committed on the perſon of Þ-- own Father, cr at leaſt ſeducing and cccafioning it to. 
be committed on him ; and it is not in her hasbands poilible power to exempr or free ber here- 
of. Being ſent back that night to priſon, ſhe paſſerh it over ( or in very truth the greatelt part 
thereof in prayer, till grieving for her ſins, and mourning for this her bloody offence and 
crime and the next morn being brought to her executiqn, when ſhe aſcended the Scaffold, ſhe 
was very humble, ſarroxvſul and, repencant, and with many ſhots of tears requeſted her bro- 
ther Alcaſero, and all her kinsfolks to forgive her, tor occaſionirg and conſenting to her Fathers 
death, and generally all the world co pray for her ; when her ſighs and tears fo ſorrowfully in» 
terrupted and filenced her tongucygs ſhe recommending her ſoul into the hands of her R:deem- 
er, whom ſhe had ſo hainouſly ofEnded, ſhe with great humility and contrition, kneeling on 
her knees, and lifring up her eyes and hands towards Haven, the Executioner with his Sword 
made a double divorce betwixt her head and her body, her body and her ſoul ;, and thea the 
fire (as if incenſed at ſo ftery a ſpiric ) conſumed her to aſhes, and her aſhes were thcown into 
the air , to teach her,and all che world by her example, chat ſo inhuman and bloody « daughter, 
deſerved not either to tread on the face of the earth, or to breathe this air of life. | 

She was lamented of all who eicher knew or ſaw her, no: that ſhe ſhould die, but thatſhe 
ſhould firſt deſerve, then ſuffer ſo ſhameful and wretched a death : and yer ſhe was far happier 
than ber ſitter Fide/;«, for ſhe deſpaired, and this confidently hoped for remi(lion and ſalvation. 
Thus albeit this wretched and execiable young Gentlewoman lived impiouſly, yer fhe died 
Chriſt;av1y : wherefore let us think on that with geteftar;on,and on this with charity, And here we 
ſee how ſeverely the murther of Captain Benevente was by Gods jult revenge puniſhed, not on- 
ly in his evo Daughters who plotred it, but alſo in the rwo Noblemen and their ewo Lacquies 
who ated it. Such atrempts and crimes deſerve ſuch ends and puniſhments, and infallibly 
findrhem, The only way therefore for Chriſtian: to avoid the one, and contemn the other, is 
with ſanRified hearts, and unpolſuted hands, (till ro pray to Go1 fot his Grace, continually to 
affe& pray, and inceſſantly to praftiſe piety in our thoughts, and godfineſs in our reſolutions 
and actipns : the which if we be careful and conſcionable to perform, Ged will then ſhroud us 
under the wings of his favour, and ſo preſerve and protet us with hb mercy and providence, 
as we (hall have no cauſe to fear either Hell or Sater, 


GOD's 


> OO 


SIPS TDI Won en. —_—— I CCECIG | = _— > 


" 
Maris Aprebondedl, Gs Ares rot tr entof b Mourir tn gr/re Coo/teth the munthe ir rxecuted 1 4 
GOD's Revenge againſt the -Crying and 
Execrable Sin of Murther. 
. 
HISTORY XV. 
T 


Maurice, /ike a bloody villain, and damnable Son, threws his Wether Chriſtina into a Welt, and 

 drovyns her 3 the ſame hand and arm of bis whereWith be aidit rots away from his bedy, and bei 
diſcraſed of his wits in Priſon, he there confeſſeth bis foul and inhuman murther, for the whic 
be « baxged. | 


JF we did not wilfully make our ſelves miſerable, God is ſo indulgent and merciful to us, as 

he would make us more happy ; but when with high and preſumptuous bands we violate 
the Laws of Nature and Grace, of Earth and Heavey, in murthering through Exvy thoſe, 
whom through D=ty and Afﬀetion ie are bound to obey, honour, cheriſh and preſerve , 
then it is no marvel, becauſe we firſt forſook God,' that he afterwards abandoneth usto our 
ſelves, and fins, andto the fruits thereof, Calamity, Miſery, Infamy and ,Perdition : and 
chat we may ſee buman cruelty to be juſtly mer with, .and puniſhed by Gods vpright and 
divine Juſtice ; Lohere.in this enſuing Hifory we ſhall ſce a wretched Son kill bis harmleſs 
and dear Mother. A very fearful and lamentable Paricidr, a moſt cruel and exetrable faQ, 
for the which we ſhall ſee him rewarded with condign- puniſhment, and with a ſharpgnd in- 
famous death, alrbough not half ſo deplorable as deſerved. Ir is a bicter and bloody H;ftory, 
the Relation and Remembrance whereof, in the moſt barbarous and flinty hearts, is capable 
not Only to ingender Compaſlion but CompunRtion ; yea, not only Contrition but Tears, 
at leaſt if ve have any place left in us for Pity, or room for Pjery; the which if we have, doubt- 
= the end of our reading vill not only bleſs, but crown the beginning, and the beginning the 
end thereof. 
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Uponthe North-eaſt fide of the Lake LemaF, vulgarly known and called the Lake of Gente 
4 (becauſe it pays its full tribute, and makes its chiefeſt Rendezv' ms before that City, whereof 
it invironeth at leaſt one third part.) There ſtands a pretty ſmall and (trong Town, diſlant a 
little days journey from it, termed Af gs, which proper'y belongs to the jurildition of Bers, 
one of the chiefeſt Cantons of that warlike people and Country of Swiſſe-1and, wherein of very 
fate years, ans recent memory, there dwelt a rich and honeſt Byroer or Bu 80'after (for of Gene 
t1y thoſe parts and people are not, becauſe they will not be capable)named Mas tin Hu ſenur fe, 
who by his wife Chriſtina Snu7t/arn, had one onely child, a ſon, named Xaurice Halſenor fe, 
now of ſome fourteen years old , who'e Father although he were by profellian a Soldier, and 
enrolled a Lieutenant ro one of thoſe Ayriliary- bands of that Country, which are in pay to 
the French K ng, 'yet nevertheleſs his chiefeſt ambition and care was, to make this Son of his a 
Scholar, becauſe the ipnorarce and il{iterature of his own age, made him to repent it in him- 
ſelf, and therefore to provide a remedy thereof in his Son's youth, ſich be now knew and ſaw, 
that a man without learning, was either as a body withour a ſcul, or a ſoul without knowledp 
and reaſon, which are her chiefeſt virtues, and moſt ſacred Ornaments and Excellencies : So he 


brings him up to their own Grammar- School in Morves, where in ſome three or four years his 


affection and care toliludy, makes him ſo good a Proficient, as he becomes not only «kt!ful, bur 
perfe therein, and almoſt as capable to reach his School» aſter, as he was tp inftrut him ; 
vea, and to add the better Grace to the. Grace of that Ayr, heivasof fo m 1d and-ſo modeſt x 
carriage, and the bloſſoms of his you: h were ſo fweerly watered with the Heavenly dew of 
Virtue and Piety, as if his manners and himſelf were wholly compoſed thereof. fo that for 


Learzing ard Goodneſs be was, and was juſtly repute4, not only the Mi-rour, but the Pheniy * 


of all the youth of Aforger; and as he eſteemed himſelf happy in his Parents, fo they recipro- 
cally hold themſelves, not only happy, but bleſſed in this their Son, But becauſe the irheren: 
corruption of our nature, and the perverſneſs and multiplicity of our fins are ſuch; as they can. 
not promiſe us any true joy, much leſs aſſured and permanent felicity : ſo the Sunſhine of this 
their cemporary content, equally divided in thirds berwixt the Father, Mother, and Son, will 
ſhortly receive a great eclipſe, and a fatal dyſaſter, which will be to them ſo much the more 
bitter and mournful, fith both the cauſe and effeRts thereof were of each of them unthought of, 
of them all ur.expeced. 

For Ged in his ſacred decree and providence, ſeeing Martin Halſencr fe the Father his lreng:h 
arrived at his full Meridian and height,and his days to their full number and period : He, as he 
ſate at dinnet jocund and merry with his wife and ſon, is ſuddenly taken with a deadly ſwoon, 
which preſently deprives his body of this life, and ſerds his ſoul to enjoy the ſweet felicity, and 
ſacred joy and immortality of the life to come, A Decament which may teach us not co relie 
upon the rotten priviledges and ſtrength of youth, but ſo to prepare our lives, that death ar «lf 
places,and in all times, may (till find us armed and ready to encounter it, A Dorwmere which 
may reach us with the erefted eyes, as well of our faith as body, ſo to look from Ex” hto Hes 
ven,that our ſouls be not only ready; but willing to forſake this ſtinking taberracle and priſon of 
of our mortality, to flie and be admitted into Heaven that heavenly Jernſalem,and Ceirftial City, 
where they may enjoy the bleſſed Communion of the Sainrs, and the preatelt bleſtings of all 10Y+, 
and the moſt ſovereign joy of all bleſſings, then to ſee our Creator and Saviour, Gedthe Father, 
and Cbrift Jeſus his Son face to face, wherein indeed all the joys and bleflings of our ſouls are 
comprized and included, 

The death of Ha/ſexorfe the Father, is not only the Argwmncyr, but, the cauſe of his widowy 
Chriſtina's grief, of his Son Maurice his ſorrow, Of her tears ard groans, of his ſighs and afflidi- 
* ons; yea, and nit to derogate from the truth, I may ſtep a degree farther, and ſay, Thar this his 
death isa fatal Herauld, and mournful Harbinger, which portends and prepares b-th of them 
many dyſaſtrous calamities ard woful miſeries, the which in a manner, are almoſt ready to ſur- 
prize and befal| them. , 

This ſorrowful widow beirg thus deprived of her dear Husband, who was both her com- 
fortand her joy, ber ſtay and ber Protector, her head and her glory; although he left her a good 
Eſtate, ſufficient enough to warrant her againſt the tear of poverty, and to ſecure her ſelf againſt 
the apprehenſion of, worldly indigence; and wherew.thal ro maintain both her ard her ſon, 
with ſamewhat more than an indifferent competency; yet ſhe ſaw her friends forſike her, 
and her Husband's familiar acquaintarce abandon her, as if their friendſhip died with him, 
and that their remembrance of him was wholly raked up, and buried in the duſt of his g+4ve. 
A mott ingrateful d ſenſe and iniquity of time, rather to be pitied than cured, ard reproved 
than reformed, ſo fading and inconliant are the unfriendly frien{ſhips of the world, who for 
the moſt part are grounded on profit, not on honour, on avarice, not on virtue, on their own 
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to our Hiſtory. : | 

Now, if Chriſtiana (for only bythat came I will henceforth entitle her) have any comfort or 
conſolation left her. to ſweeren the bitterneſs of her Eusbands death, it 15 only to fee him ſur- 
vive and live in ber Son Marrice, in whoſe virtnes and years, her hopes likewiſe begin :g4in 
to bu forth and Alouriſh ; when remembring what an earreft care and defire her Husband had 
to ſee him a Scholar, as ſhe inherits his gocds, fo ſhe will ;fMſume and inherit that reſolution of 
his ; and althouyh ſhe love her Son's ſght, and affect his picſence tenderlvand dearly, ver ſhe 
can give ro peace to her thoughts, nor tae any truce of her reſolutions, till ſhe ſend him 
from Aerges, to the Univerſity of Leſannza, ſome three Leapues diſtant from thence, rhere to 
perfe@ his ſtudies and learning, the ſeeds whereof alre2dy ſo hopefully bk:flomed forth, an 
truftified in him. To which end, her deepett aff:&tion ard care having hearkned out one 
Deedarus Vareſins, a Batchelor of Divin'ty of that Vn -veſiry, whem fame (though indeed moi} 
filſly) had informed her to be an expert Scholar, and an excellent Chriſtian, the agrees with 
him ; when allo ving her Son an honeſt exhibition, and furniſhing 1m with Books, a Gown, 
and all other neccſ[aries, ſhe ſends him away ro Zyſarna, charging him at his departure, to be 
careful of his leatnirg, carriage and attions ; and above all, ro make piety and gcdlinefs in his 
life and convegſation, the Revenr of all bis Rudics, when with tears of natural atteRion, they 
take leave each of other. . 

Aaxrice being arrived at Loſ,yna, finds cout his Tutor Vareſins, who receives and welcomes 
this his Pup:l coutteouſly and kindly :. but a'a;, the hopes of Chr;ſtiana the Mother, are ex- 
treamly deceived in the virtues cf Fareſixs ; becauſe his V:ces will inftantly deceive both the 
merits and expect:tions of her Sen, or rather change nature and qualities in him, and thereby 
ſhortly make him as vicicus in L-ſannaas formerly he was virtuous in Aferges : for I write with 
grief and pity, that to define the truth aright, it was difficult ro ſay, whether he were more 
learned or debzuched, a mcre perfeR Scholar, or profane Ch-iſtian, for although the dignity of 
his Bachelorſhip of Theology, did hide many of his di\ſolute pravks,and obſcene impertections, 
yet his exorbitant deporcment and indutiry, cculd not ſo cloſely overvail and obſcure them, 
buthis intemperate afſeRion to drinking, ard beaſtly inclination to drunkenneſs, began now 
ro become obvicus and apparent to the Eyes and Heags of his Colledg, yea ro the whole Vniver- 

ſity: A moſt pernicious and ſwiniſh vice , indeed roo too much incident and ſubject to theſe 
people the Swiſſers; but if it had been immured and cunfined within thele Rocks and Moun- 
tains of (ermery, it had proved not only a happineſs, bur a bleſling to the other zwefters parts of 
the Chriſ/1an world, where it ſpreads its infection ltke an uncontrolable and incurable Gangres, 
je, like a moſt contagious and faral peftiſence : ſo as in Yarſiegs there was nothing more in- 
congruous and different, than his doctrine and his life, bis profeſſion and converfation, his T heor y 
and his Prafice, his knowledge and his will, Bur if the head-ſprings and fountains be corrup- 
ted with th:s ice of drunkenneſs, no marvel if the Rivers and Streams of CommonWeals be (n- 
feted ard pciſored therewith , ye2, if it be not d-barred, but have admittance and rehidence 
in the Claſſ.s of Univerſities, from which Nurſeries and Garders cf the Muſes, both the Church 
and Stare terch their chietelt Ornaments and Membrrs ,, how can we expe to ſee it rooted out 
from the more illiterate Cem7vn5, whoſe groſs ignorance makes them far more capable to learn 
VicethanVj-twe; or rather Vice, and not Virtxe; fith there is no ſhorter nor truer Art to learn 
1s, than of their Arr; Aſa'ers. becauſe the example and preſident cf ill doing in our Teachers, 
and Sz32ri0-s, doth not.only plant, bur ingraff and root it; not onely priviledge, bur as it were, 
authorize itin us, ſtill with a fatal impetuohty, with a dangerous vi-lence, and pernicious event 
and iſſue : for if remedies be nct found in learned Phyſicians, it is then in vain to ſeek them in 
the rude and unlcarned people , and if the Frecepror himſelf be rot ſanRiked, it is rather to be 
feared than doubted, that his Diſciple will not. This (yea this) is a moſt mournfol and fatal 
rock, Whereon divers virtuous and religious parents have even wept themſelves to death, to 
ſee their children ſutfer ſhipwrack; yea, this beaſtly and brutiſh ſin of Drunkenneſs, is {till 
the Devil's V/her and Pandey to all cther 1n5;and therefore how cautious and careful ought the 
Heads of Schools and Univerſitics be, to expell and root it out from themſelves, and to hate 
and detelt it in others, fith in the remiſs winking thereat, | may (with as much truth as ſafety) 
affirm, that tolerarion is confirmation , and conniventy, cruelty; as we ſhall not go far to ſee 
1" made good and verified in this enſuing mourntul Hiſtory . the which in exacting Ink from my 
Pen, doth likewiſe command blood from my heart, and tears from mine eyes, to anatomize ard 
unf 14 ir, 

DPiculiy hath ZTanrice been three months in Loſanna with Vareſius,but bis virtues are eclip. 
fed and drowr.ed in vice ; yea,he not only thinks, but holds it a virtue to mike himſelf culpa- 
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ble andpuilty of this bis 7xtors vice of Drunkenneſs, wherein within leſs than three moneths he 
proves ſo expert, or indeed ſo exccrable a >cholar in his beaſtiy Art, as both day and r'ght he 
makes it not only his pratice, but h's delight, and not only his delight, but I-15 glory, He who 
was before ſo temperate in his drink and converſation in 7c: zes, as tor ihe molt part, he who!. 
ly drank water, not wine; now he is ſo viciouſly metamorphoſed in [ſ4zza, as contrarywile, 
he only drinks wine, no water ; yea, and which is lamentable ro remember, and Ceplorable tg 
obſerve in this ycurg Scholzr, he drinks ( or to write truer, d:vours 1) (> excettiively, as his 
Cups are become his yooks ; bis Carouſing, his Learning ; the Tavern, tis Study , ard Druc- 
kenneſs the only Art he profeſſerh , which filthy and infe&.ous d:ſeaſe, ſpreading trum the Pre- 
ceptor tothe Pupil, from old Varrſimoto young AManrice. hath fo ſurprized the one, and ſeized 
on the other,as it threateos the ciſpa agement of the tirſt his reputation,and the ſkipwrack cf ite 
ſeconds fortunes, and it may be of his life. 

Now Yareſias, who will not be aſhamed to pity this beaſtly F'ice in himſelf, doth yer pity it 
with ſhame to beho'd it in his Schular Aſaxrice, and yet hath neither the Grace to reform itin 
himſelf, nor the will or power to reprove it inhim ; bur inſtead of ſtepping ard preveming ir, 
doth in all things give way to the current ard torrent of ths ſ.yiniſh fin, which incv:tabiy dravs 
after it theſe threefold diſeaſes and miſcries ; the poiſ.n of our bodies, the conſumption 
of our purſes, and the Moth and Canker of our reputations ; or if you will, theſe three not 
far different from the three former , The bane of our wits, the enemy of our hea'th and life ard 
the conſumer of our ejtates'and friends ; and within the c:mpaſs of onz whole year, to all 
thoſe diſeaſes and mileries doth the drunkenneſs of our debaucked yourg Scholar Maurice fube 
je&t and reduce him; ſo as it being the nature of fin(not checked and va:quiſhed with repentance) 
rather to grow than wither, to flouriſh than fade or decay with our age : the longer Maurice 
ved in Loſanna, the deeper root his bealtly vice of drunkenneſs took in him, and he the dearer 
affeQtion to it, ſo as that competent exhibition which his Mother yearly allowed, him, became 
incompatible with this his exceihve prodigality and intemperancy ; yea, his extream ſuperflui- 
ty in tais kind, was without intermithon ſo frequent, as three quarters of bis years penſion 
could not diſcharge one of his expences and debts, ſo rong a habit (converted now to a ſe- 
cond Nature) had this bewitching deaſtly ſin of drunkenneſs exated and gotten of him, as if 
this were his felicity, and that he only triumphed to become a ſlave to this his {laviſh appetite 
and ſwiniſh profeſſion, which to ſupport and maintain, he not only feeds, but ſurfets his Mo- 
ther with variety of ſubtiland inſinuating Letters, thereby to draw divers ſumms of moneys 
from ber,as indeed he doth ; ſome under pretext of neceſſity ro buy ney bocks,which he affir- 
med he wanted ; others under precence of his weakneſs and ſickneſs, and ſuch like co'ourable 
excuſes; which unthrifty prodigality of his, doth as falt empty her purſe and ſtore, as her in. 
duſtrious frugality can poſſibly fill them, whereof having all the reaſons cf the world to become 
ſenfible,ſhe at Jait, making her Jjucgment conſult with her aff:Rion, begins noiv to fear, that ber 
Son was become leſs victuous, and more debauched than ſhe hoped ot, and that theſe his Lzt- 
ters and Petitions for money, vere only tricks to deceive the hopes,and betray the confidence ſhe 
repoſed in bis virtuous carriage,and godly inclination; whereof being in fine informed and certi- 
fied from ſuch Students and. Burgers of L:ſua#2, whom ſhe had ſet as Sentinels, to have Argue, 
yea, Lyirccu5 eyes over his ations and deportments, ſhe at laſt wich few thanks to his Tutor Vare- 
ſws,many complaitits and exclamations to her ſon, and imexprethible grief and ſorrow to her ſelf, 
commands bim home from Loſaxnz to Morges, where with much bitterneſs and ſecrecy,ſhe tax. 
ezand rates him for bis drunkenneſs and prodigality, in that he had vainly ſpent in one year 
more than either his Father or her ſelf could colle& or gather up in many, 

Bur ſee the leud ſubrilty, and wretched deceitſuleſs of chis diſſulute ſon towards this his dear 
and-tender mother:for then and there, ſeaſoning his ſpeeches with virtue, and his behavionr wich 
obedience and piety ; he modeſtly ſeems not only to tax her credulity,conceived againſt the can- 
dour and integrity of his 2Qtions, but alſo with a kind of cacit choler, to malign and traduce 
thoſe who unjuſtly and falſly had caſt ſo foul an aſperiion on his virtues and innocency ; and the 
better to make thoſe his ſpeeches, and this his apology and jultification paſs current with his 
Mother, his diſcretion now deſcribes fo fair a Law to his Vanity, and his reaſonto his intempe- 
rate and irregular deſires, as to the eye of the world, ard to her more curious and obſervanc 
judzment, he ſeems to be the very picture and ſtatue of Y;rre, although God and his foul 
ſoul and conſcience well knows, that he is the true,cfſential and real mage cf Vice : and the bet. 
ter to cloak and overveil this his diſſimulstion from the eyes of God and his Mother, although be 
continue to take his Cups by night, yer in Aforges, ard eſpecially in bis Mocher's houſe and 
fight, he caſts them off by day, and the better and more firmly to reintegrare himſelf imo her 
approbation and favour, he mornings and _—_ is ſeen at his prayers, and ſpends the grew. 
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el part of his time in hearing and frequenting of Sermons, the which affords ſuch ſweet cor. 
tert ro her conceits and thoughts, as ſhe repents her ſelf of her unk-ndrels rowards him, and 
r.0t ory acquirs kim of his drunkenneſs, prodigality ard difſo/uteneſs, bur allo accuſeth his ac- 
cufers, whom ſhe now as much condemns for Favy and alice towards her ſon, as ſhe highly (as 
ſhe thinks juſtly ) applauds him for his religious piety rowards God, 

But fith Hyprcrifie 1s worle than Prefaveneſs,as making us rather Devils than Saints; or indeed 
rot $.2ixts, but Devils ; and that no ſacrifice 13 ſo cd;cus, nor objeRt fo hateful co God, as he who 
denies and diſſembleth ir in his looks, and yer profeſſeth and pratiſeth ir in his heart ard ſou! ; 
ſo we ſhall ſee to our grief, and this wretched hypocrite find to his miſery,that thinking to de- 
ceive Gee, he ſhall in the end deceive himſelf, and in attempting to betray his Mother through 
bis falſe Virtue, his true Vice will at laſt beiray him, and make him as miſerahle, as he flatterech 
himſelf it will make him fortunate. 

New, the better to root and confirm this opinion of his temperancy in his mother s conceit 
and mind, end ſo the more ſecretly to overveil his exceflive affection and addiftion to Dran- 
kenneſs,he under the pretence of ſome neceſſary and profitable occaſrons.ge:s leave of her, ſome. 
times to 1:de over to bern, Solewre, Fiiburoe, Apenſaly and other capital Towns of the Cantors, 
where he falls atreſh ro his cups,avd there contirivaily both day and night ſwills his brains, and 
{tuffs up his belly with wine, as if he took no other delight or glory, but to droivn his wit and 
learning with iis money,and his health with both ; and yer again when he returns to Morges, 
he makes ſuch fair weather with his mother, and caſts ſo temperate a cloak and colour on his 
ſpeeches ard aRions, as if it were impoſlible for him to drink more than would ſuffice nature, 
or to defire more than would meerly quench his thirſt, And thus by his bypocritical policy 
having wrought himſelf into his Mother's good opinion and favour, as alfo fome ſtore of mo. 
ney out cf her purſe and coffers, he with a feigned ſhew of humility and difrrecion, rakes leave 
of her, and to perfe& his ſtudies and learning, returns again to Loſansa, where lie is no ſooner 
errived, but upon his new return, he firds out his old carrouſing Companions, who like ſo 
many pellilent Vipers and contagious Moths and Caterpillari, are viciouſly, and therefore fa. 
rally reſolved, not only to eat out the bottom of his purſe, bur allo the heart of bis happineſs, 
and as I may jultly term it, to devour the very ſoul of - his felicity; and with theſe rippling 
Brats of Bacchws, doth our leud and debauched Scholar Xavrice, continnally drink drunk; nor 
oaly"forgecting his learning but himſelf, an& which is worſe,” his Ged, having neicher the pow. 
er to remember to repent, or grace to pray, nor to remember 'any thing” bur bis cups; ſo beaſtly 
5 he inclined, ſo ſwiniſhly and viciouſly is he afeAed and acdiRted  ;and what doth this either 
paguciene, preſage, or promiſe to produce in hitn, bat inevitable aflition, miſery and ruin 
of ail f19es. 4: 

As the ſhorteſt errors are beſt, ſo thoſe ices which have longeſt perſeverance and predomi. 
rancetn us, prove ſtill the moſt pernicious and dangerous. Ttis nothing to cruſh a Serpent in 
tie egg but if we permit it to grow to a Serpent, it may'then cruſh us, a plant may be remo. 
ved with eaſe, but an o!d tree difficu'tly. To fall from fin to repentance,isas great a happineſs, as 
It isa miſery to fall from repentance to fin; andindeedto uſe but one word for the affirmation 
and confiriration of this truth, there can no greater miſery befall us, chan'to think 'our ſelves 
happy, when {through our fins) we are miſerable. $70 

Here in Loſanva, Manrice eſteems this his beaſtly fin of drank meſs to be a Virtae,not 2 Vice in 
him ; yea, im paying for all ſhots and reckonings in Taverns, he ſottiſhly and fooliſhly thinks it 
the ſhortelt and trueſt way to be beloved and honoured (though indeed to be contemned )'of 
alt; and cherefore without fear or wit, yet, without the leaſt ſpark of Grace y or ſhadow of 
conlide1 ation , his ſtomack (like the Devils ſpunge) and his inſatiable, throat (like a bottom. 
leſz gulf} ſo devours his wine, and his wine his mony, as that which ſhould be the Argwmenr of 
h.sclory, he rakes the cauſe of his ſhame, and his money which ſhould fortife is repurgri- 
on. he converts and turns to ruin it. But as poverty (in a jult revenge of our Yamry) rejoyceth 
co look on us, becauſe we hr{t.diſdained either to look on,or regardit; ſo be having ſpent'the 
fr2grant Summer of his folly and prodigality, in waſting the moneys his Mother gave him in 
wine; now the deprivation thereof makes him feel the froſty winter of that want, which be can 
better remember than remedy, rather repent than redreſs, The Fellows and Students of bis 
Coley look on him and his drunkenneſs, ſome with the eyes of pity, others with thoſe of joy, * 
according as their friendſhip or malice, their Charity or Envy either conduRt their paſſions, or 
rr.nſport ard ſteer their reſolutiors ard inclinations, As for his Tutor Varefi#s, how can he 
pollbly ſeek to reclaim this his P pil from Yice to Virtue, when he is ſo wretchedly diſſo/ute, as 
by the publick vore and voice of the Vriverſity, he himſelf is already wholly and ſole relapſed 
from Virta: go Vice ? 
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kn hich reſpect this vitious young Student Aſarrice, having neither Vertve nor Tutor, morn oy 
nor credit.diſcretion ror frieftd to ſecure h1m from the ſhelves of indigerce,or the rocks cf po- 
verty and miſery whereon he is raſhly and wiliully ruſhing, he like a true deborthed ſcho'ar,or 
indeed a« a maſter of Art in the art of deboiſhednefs, firlt ſells his Books, then his Gown «nd cio. 
thes,and rext, his bed,being defirous to want any thing but wire , and corfidently (though vain- 
ly and foohſhly) aflured, that if be have wine enough, that then ke wants nothing, A miſerable 
conſideration and condition, a wretched efiate and reſolution, only tendirg and conduci nyo 
direful miſery,and to deplorable poverty and deſolation. 

Burt to repleniſh bis purſe, to repair bis credit and apparel, and to continue his cups ard 
drunkenneſs, he hath no other hopes or retuge, than agarn to cat himſelf on the affection and 
courtefie of his mother, whom he re- viſits with ſeveral Letters, which are only (6 many hum. 
ble inſinuating Petitions, again to draiv and wreſt moneys from her, But he is deceived in his 
lopes and expectation, or at leait they dillinQly and ſeverally, and his mother joint; with 
them, conſpire to deceive. him. For I write it with grict, becauſe ( by an uncorntroullable 
relation of the truth) ſhe dictates it ro my pen with tears, that as well by a/l choſe of Xorge:, 
who came from Loſanna, as by all thoſe of Loſanna, who came to Ao ger, ſhe is moli certain- 
Iy and forrowtully advertiſed of her ſons deboiſhed and diſſolure life, of his neglect of learning, 
and too trequent aſtecting and folloving of drunkenneſs , of the ſale of his clothes, bed, and 
books ; of the irreparable loſs, both of his rime, moneys, and repu:acion ; ard withal, how 
the dregs and ſcums of wine hath metamorphoſed his counrSHance, and not graced, but tilchily 
diſgraced it with many fiery Rubies, and flaming Carbuncles ; as alſo how it hath (uffed and 
bombaſted up his belly and bedy, as rf the dropſie and he contended who ſhould tirſt heze each 
on other ; and therefore ſhe being (with a mournful unxillingneſs) enforced, not only to take 
no:ice, bur ſorrowtully to reft aſſured and confident of theſe diſatirous premiſes, the infallible 
pred:&ions and ſ) mptoms of her ſon's utter ruine and ſubverſion, ſhe peremptorily and abſo- 
Jutely refuſeth his requeſts, anſyereth his letters with many ſharp complants, and bitter exclu- 
muations againſt bis foul fin of drunkenneſs, which threatens no leſs than the ruin bath cf his re. 
pucation, friends, learning, fortune, and life, if not of his ſoul. 

AMawxrice ſeeing himſelf wholly abandoned of his mother, he knows not how to live, nor 
yet how to provide the means to maintain life, which not onely ſurpriferh his thoughts, bur 
amazeth and appaleth his cogitations with fear ; yea, he takes this diſcourteſie of hers, ſo near 
at heart, and withal is ſo extreamly impatient to ſee himſelf forſaken of her, whom he knows 
the laws of Nature bath commanded to effeR and cheriſh,as forgetting himſelf to be her ſon,and 
ſhe bis mother ; yea, forgetting himſelf to be a man, and which is more, a Chriſtiax , his wants 
and vices ſo far tranſport him beyond the bounds of Reaſon and Religion, cf nature, and grace, 
as he impioully and execrably degenerates from them all , and ſecretly vows to his heart and 
ſoul, or to ſay truer, to the D2vil, (who inchanteth the one, and infeterh and intoxicaterh 
the other ) chat be will ſpeedily ſend her into ancther world+in a bloody coffin, if ſhe will not 
relieve his wants, and maintain him as her ſon in this. So alas here ic is, chat he firſt gives way 
tothe devil to take poſſeſſion of his thoughts and hearc, and here it is, that he fir aſſumes bad 
blood, end ſug: eiis bloody celignes,apainit the ſafety and life of his dear and innocent mother. 
When like a 1:iſerable wietch, and a wretched and impious villain, bis choughts and Rudies 
like fo many lines running totheir centre) are now in continual ation and motion, how to fi. 
niſh and bring this deplorable Tragical buſineſs to an end ,. yea, the better to feed this his ioſa- 
r:able blacdy appetite, and to quench the quenchleſs thirli of his matricidious revenge,he forgers 
21] ether projects and affa.rs ty tollow and haſten on this ; which (to give one word tor all) takes 
up both h4s ſtudy and his time in Loſanxa, calting away his books which would ſeem to divert him 
from it, as if he courted P/xto not Apollo; Preſerpina, not Pallas ; Erynuis, not Vrama ; the 
Furies, not the fuſes ;, and as afflictions ſeldom come alone, but many times (as the waves of 
the fea) fall one in the-neck of another ; ſo to make him rather advance than retire, inthe ex. 
cution of this his unnatural and damnable attempt, his exceſſive and frequent drunkenneſs makes 
him ſo.perori-uſl; apprrent to the heads of the Univerſity in general, and of his o;yn. Colledge 
in particular, that they give him his Conge, and ( without lending any ear to his Apology or Ju- 
{ification! expeil him thence. So that being now deſtitute of all friends and means, he is en. 
forced to ſee timſelf reduced to this point of miſery, that he mult either beg or flarve, which 
to prevent, (becauſe he as much diſdains the firſt, as he is reſolved ro provide a remedy for the 
ſecond) he leaves Lo/wnna, (where his vices and debts have made the ttones too hot for him} and 
&n foor goes hame to his mother to Morg'sy hoping that his preſence may prevail more with hec 
than his abſence ;, and his rongus make chat eaſie, which his pen (in his Letcers) found not onely 
d fficult but impothbie. 
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Being arrivec at orges, his loving ard indulgent Mother receives him with cears, nct of joy, 
bur of grief, for his drunkenneſs hath ſo deformed his face and body, IS at the firti fight ſhe dif- 
ficultly knew him to be Her Son , and althouyh he take painsto conceal that beaſtly vice of his, 
and ſo to plaiſter and varniſh it over with a feigned ſhe of repentance and reformation; yer 
ſke ices to her affliction,and cbſerves to her miſery, that he loves his Cups hercer than his life, 
2nd that as ſoon as ſhe once turns ker back from him, he fa'ls clofe ro them, and fo cipleth and 
caronſ- th from morning to right, Three days are ſcarce paſt, before he makes tyo requeſts ro 
her ; the one for new clothes, the other for money ; when to the end that her wiſdom might 
ſhine in her atfeRtion, as well as her atieRion in her wiſdom, ſhe chearſully cragts him the firſt, 
but peremptorily denies him the ſecond, becauſe ſhe well knows it would be ſo much caſt away 
on him, ſith he would inliantly calt it away on Wire, ard to write the truth, the grant of his 
aprarel doth not fo much content him, as the refulal of her money doth bath afllia and inflame 
him ; Heis all in choler hereat, and che fumes of revenge do {s implacably take up and ſeize 
upon his thoughts, and they on it, as now without the tear cf God,: or care of his ſoul, he like 
2 damnable villain, and an execrable ſon, ſwaps a bargain with the Devi!, to deſtroy and make 
away hs Mother. Helliſh reſolutions, and infernal conceits, which will nct only Rtrangle thoſe 
who embrace, but confound thoſe who follow them. His 1mp/ety made him formerly aſſume 
this bloody fa&, and now his neceſlicy and want of money (in that he cannor as it were, drown 
himſelf inthe exceſs of drunkennefg) enforceth him to a reſclution to finiſh ir, His faith is ſo 
weak towards God, and ſo (trong with the Devil, as be will nor retire with grace, but advance 
with impiety, to ſee as well theerd, as the beginning of this bloody bufineſs : He conſults here. 
on ivith his delight, not with his reaſon 3 with his wi'l, not with his conſcience , with his heart, 
not with his ſoul. He ſees he hath no money, and knows, or at leatt believes, that his Mother 
hath enough, and therefore concludes, that if ſhe were once dead, it were impoſſible chat his 
life ould want avy, So theſe two wretched Counſellors, Covetouſneſs, and Drunkennefs, 
{or racher Covetouſneſs to maintain his Drunkennefs like two infernal fiends and furies, hale 
him cn head-long to perperrate this bloody and mournful murther of his dear and tender Mo- 
ther, the end whereot will bring him as much true miſery and infamy, as the beginning doth 
Aatter and premiſe him falſe content and happineſs, His youth hath no regard to her age, and 
{eſs to her life, neither will he vouchſafe to remember, that he firſt received his of her : yea, 
all the blood that lows in his heart, and ſtreams in his veins and body, cannot any way have the 
pover to prompt h:m, that it is derived and deſcended from hers. And if Moroes will not di. 
vert him, Leſarxa ſhould , if his years cannot inſtcu& him, yet his books might , and if Na- 
ture prevailed nct with his heart, yer methinks Grace ſhould with his conſcience, to preſent him 
the foulneſs ot this attempt, and the unnatural cruelty thereof, in reſolving to embrew his dia- 
bolical hands in her innocent blcod ; orif the influence of theſe earthly confiderations could not 
allay the heat of his malice, or quench the hre of his revenge towards her, yet methinks looking 
from prophannelſs to piety, from efith (0 heaven, from the time preſent co the future, from the 
corruption of his bouy, to the immortality of his ſoul ; from fin torighteouſneſs, from revenge 
ro religion, and conſequently from Satan to God, he ſhculd hete this bloody deſign and pro» 
Jec of bis as much as now he loves it, and ſeekthe preſervation of his Mother, with as much 
obedierice and affeRtion, as now he contrives and purſues her untimely end with impiety and 
deteſtation, But his Vices will till criuwph over his Vertues , and therefore it is rather to be 
teared than doubted, that they will in the end make him too miſerable, ever to ſee himſelf ſo 
happy. 

PE kde Mam icetberefore (as the ſhame of his time,” the diſgrace of his Sex, and a prodi. 
ious monſter of Nature) having helliſhly refolved on the matter, now with a deviliſh fortitude 
and teil:ſh aſſurance paſſerth on to the manner of her Tragedy. He will not give ear to God, 
who ſceks to divert him from it, but will hearken to the Devil, who uſeth his bea?? Oratory to 
perſwade and entice him to it. Burt as the Devil is malicious in his ſubtilry, ſo ſhould we be 
bath wiſe and cauticu»+ in our credulity , for if we believe him, he will betray us ;, bur if we be- 
lieve God, we ſhall chen betray him : he 15 impatient of delays ; yea, his malice is ſo bloody, 
and his revenge ſo cruel, as he thinks every hour a vear, till he hath ſent ber from Earth to Hea- 
ven He propoleth unto himfelf divers wavs to murther her ; and the devil, who is never abſent, 
but preſent in ſuch helliſh occaſions, makes bim as well indufiricus as vinditive and implacable 
in the contriving and finiſhing thereof. Now he thinks to cut her throat as ſhe is in be; Then 
to poyſon herat Table, either in her meat or drink. Then agzin he is of opinion to hire ſome 
ro kill her as ſhe is walking in her Vineyards, or elſe to cauſe tiyo Water-men to drown her, as 
ſhe is raking the Ayr in a Boat on the Lake,ivhich twice or thrice weekly ſhe is accuſtcmed to do; 
bur yet fiill he is irreſo{ute, either which, or which nc to reſolve on, till at laſt, after a weeks 
dilacory prottaRion, having with a fatal and iofernal ratiocination banced aud reb»nded theſe ſeveral 
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bloody pre jeRs 1 his brains and comemplations, he rejecteth them all, as more full of difficulty 
and apparent danger, than cf warrantable ſafety, when conſidering there was a deep Well in the 
cuter-yard,acjoypirg to the Garden, he heas it fitteſt tor his purpoſe to Crown her therein, whereon 
the Devil and be firtke hands, ard ſet up their ret and period. 

While thus this gracicus mother Chriffina endeavcurs with her bel? care and prayers to Civert her 
eraceleſs ſon Aſayrice from this his intemperate aod bealily fin cf drunkenneſs, he (as if he 
were no part of her, but rather a limb of the Devil) with a monſtrous and mhumane 1Ugratie 
tude, ſets his inventions and brains on the tenter*hooks, to eſpy cut the occaſion and time to 
diſpatch her, When burning with a flaming deſire co quench the inſatiable thirſt cf his revenge 
in her blood, he {taking time and opportunity at advantage) ſeeing all his Mother's people 
abroad to gather in the Vintage, the Well open, and ſhe with a Prayer. book in her hand, 
walking in the Garden next adjoyning, the Devil inſuſeth ſuch couraze to his heart, his heart 
ſuch cruelty and inhumanity to his reſolutions, that all things ſeemed then to conſpire to ſee 
an end to this his ſo long deſired ard affected buſineſs, of murtherivg and difp:tching his Mo. 


. ther: he taking on him the parte cf a mad man, whom it ſeemed ſorrow had ſuddenly aMiced, 


and grief diſtracted, be With his hat in his hand, haiily and furioully ruſheth into the Garden 
ro his Mother, and cries out to her, that there is one of the Neighboui's children fallen into 
the Well, which he eſpied from his Chamber Window : whereunto (harmleſs good woman) 
ſhe adding belief to his falſe and pertidious ſpeeches ; and : beings beyord her ſelf ) afited 
and amazed with this ſudden and forrowful news, ſhe throws away her Book, and hand in hand 
with him (her fGghs interrupting her words, and her tears her ſighs) ſhe (as if pity added 
wings to her feet) trips away to the Well, both to fee this mournful ſpeRacle, ard chicfly to 
knoiv, if it any Way lay in her poſtible care to afthfſt, cr power to preſerve the ſaid child from 
death : when bringing her to the Well, he better like a Fury, than a man, end rather reſem- 
bling a meer Devil than a ſon, faſteneth bis left hand on the Well-poſt, and as ſhe looks int o 
the profundity thereof, he with his right hand tips and throws her in; and lo without any more 
doing, claps down the cover thereof , when rejoycing in his heart, that he had ſent her to 
death, becauſe he ſees it now not in the power of the whole world to fave her life, he the ber. 
ter to overvell this his impious villany) aſcends her Chamber, breaks open her cupbcards, 
trunks, and cheſts, rakes away moſt of her money, and filver plate, which he privately hides 
aivay for his own behoof and uſe, and ſo ſcattereth a few pieces of money, and ſome of her 
clothes and apparel in the floor, thereby ſubrilly to infinuate and intimate to the world, that ir 
were thieves who had robbed and drowned his mother ; when t caling a horſe cut cf the ſtable, 
he gets him out of the back door, which he leaves open, ard from thence rides to his Mother's 
people in the Vineyards, to whom he relates he hath been all that murn abroad to take the Ayr, 
and is now come to-paſs the remainder cf the day with them, and to be merry with them ; to 
which end he ſends for Wine from the $kirts of the Town ; and ſo they carouſe and frolick ic 
till roxvards night, and then they return home, where they find both doors open, his Mothee 
their Miſtris wanting, and no creature in the houſe, whereat they much admire. So they 
ſeek and call her in the Orchards and Gardens, but in vain, for they find no news of her ; 
when the maids ore way, and he and the men-ſervants another way, ſeek her where ſhe is 
accuſtomed to frequent, but to no purpoſe, for they can neither ſee nor hear of her , till at 
length the maidens ruſhing into her bed chamber, they find her cupboards, chelts and trunks 
broken open, and ſome of her money and apparel ſtrewed bere and there upon the floor ; 
whereat amazed, they cry out :t the window, that thieves had been there and robbed their 
miſtris her cheſts and trunks : which Aaxrice and the men. ſervants of the houſe over. hearing, 
they aſcend and admire at the hght therecf ; neither doth bis outward fears, or their inward 
apprehenlions, ſtop or ſtay at the meer loſs of the goods, but they fear the abſence of his Mo. 
ther, . and their Miſtris Chriſtina, and are already become jealous of her ſafety, and fearful that 
the thieves have offered her ſome violence and crneſty. Whereupon late at night, hearing no 
news of her, her ſon goes and acquaints the Bayliff of Xſorges, and the reſt of che Criminal 
Officers therewith, who of all ſides inquire for her, and make a ſecret ſearch inthetowyn, to 
find out the thieves ; and in che mean time leave not a room nor place of the houſe unſoughe 
lor her, but their diligence proves vain; for they can purchaſe no news of her, much leſs of 
the thieves, They remain in the houſe all night, and they all with ſorrowful and watchful eyes 
expe to hear of her. Eight of the clock the next day ſtrikes, but as yet ſhe is not ſeen or 
heard of : So they again, in preferce of the Bayliff ſearch all places and corners, both in the 
Houſe, Gardens, Orchards, and Yards; but (till ro no effeR, when behold the ſacred provi- 
cence of God, in revealing her to he drown'd in the Weil, beyond the expeRation of all that 
were preſent ; for as they are in the midlt of their doubrs and fears, yea, in the very _ of 
eir 
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their reſearch, lo, one of the ſervant. maids. named Heſter, having that inſiant morring taken 1 
nap of an hours ſleepin a chair, ſtarts ſuddenly cut cf her ſleep and reſt, trips ro them, and 
ſays, ſhe then and there dreamed, that her miliris Chriſtina was calt into the Well and drowned , 
the which ſhe affirmed with many words, ard more fig hs, out-crics, ard tears , which piercirg 
into the ears and thc uphts of the Bayliff an4 ſervants, ard into the very heart ard conſcience ot 
this our execrable A{ayrice, they look pale with grief and amazemert,ard he (traineth the high. 
eſt key of his art ard policy, to keep his cheeks from bluſhirg {or ſhame thcreat , and the better 
to hood-wink their eyes and judgment frm the lealt ſpark or ſhadow of his guiltineſs herein, 
he with many ſh rvers of hypocritical tears, prays the Payliff, that upon Hef's dream and 
report, the Well may be ſearched ; adding withal, that it was more probable than impolhbble, 
that thoſe thieves who robbed his Mother's houſe, might likewiſe be ſo devill ſhly maliciousto 
murther her, and throw her into the Well ; which the Bazl:f ſeriouſly conſidering, as firit the 
maids dream. then the ſon: requelt ard tears, Ie initantly in the preſence of all thoſe of the 
houſe, as alſo of many of the next neighbours, whom he had purpoſely aflemb'ed, cauſed the 
We l to be ſearched ard ſounded, where the hook taking hold of Her clothes, they intitanily 
bring up the dead body of his Mcther ard their Miffreſs Ch:ifina; the ſcull of whoſe tezd 
was lameutably broken, ard her brairs pititully caſhed out with her fall, All are amazed, her 
ſervants grieve, and her hell:ſh ſon A{xrice weeps and cries more than all the reſt at this mourn. 
ful ſpectacle. The BPayliff carefully and punctually again exzm:nes Heſter, it God in her 
dream revealed her not the manrer hoiv, ard the perſois who had thus thrown her Miſtrefs 
intothe Well; ſhe anſwercd negatively, according to the truth, that ſhe hed alrezdy delivered 
as much as ſhe kreiv of rhat mou7rnſul buſineſs. When Aaxrice, to ſhew his forwardneſs ard 
zea', for the detection and finding out of his Mother's murtherers, he pretends that be ſuſpeQs 
Heſter to be acceſſary, and to have a hard herein. But the Bayliff ard Common-ccurcil of 
Atorges, havirg neither paſſion nor partiality to dazle and irveagle the eves cf their judgment, 
finding no reaſon or ground of probability ro accuſe her, or which might tend or conduce that 
way, they free her without farther queſtionirg ber,and fo (as it hath been forrerly remembred) 
they ail concurring in opinion, that the thieves who rubbed her, had undcubtedly thrown her 
into the Well They give leave to Mawrice to bury his breathleſs Mocher, which he doth with 
the greateſt pump and decency, requiſite as well to her rank ard quality, as to his affection and 
duty ; ard the better to fan off the leaſt duſt or ſmoak of ſuſpition, which might any vay fall 
upon the lulter of his innocency, heat her Funeral (to the eye of the world) ſheds m:ny rivo. 
le:s of tears, But, alas w! at is this to this his foul and execrable ſin of murthering his Mother ? 
for althcugh it blear the eyes, and inveagle the judgmen:s of the Bayliff ard tis Aſſociates, the 
Criminal Judges of AMurzes; yer God the great and Sovereign Judg of Heaven and Earth, 
will aut be thus deluded, cannot be thus deceived herein. No, no: f-r aibeit he be merciful, 
yet his Divine Majeſty is too juſt to let crimes of this helliſh nature go either undetected or un- 
uniſhed. 

F We have ſeen this execrable ſon ſo bloody hearted and h:nded, as with a Cevilliſh rage, and 
inhurmane inſerra! fury, to drown his own dear and tender mother; ard with as much cruelty 
a* inpratitude, to throw ker from the World into a Well, who with maay bittzr gripes and tor- 
ments (to the 1 azard ard peril of ber life) threw him from her Womb into the World; and 
the providence and juilice of God will not lead the curioſity of the Reader far, before we ſee 
this miſerable miſcreant evertaken with the impetuous ſtorm of Goa's reverge, and the fiery 
gulls and rempeſts of his jult incigration for the ſame, rotwithſtandirg that his ſubtil malice, 
and nalicious ſubulty, have ſo cunningly contrived, ard ſo ſecretly ated and 
com; actcd it with the Devil. that no cartbly perſon, or ſublurary eye can ary way 
_— much leſs conv: himehereof; as mark the ſequel, and it will biiefly and truly inform 
thee how. 

As ſoor as l.e! ath buried his Mother, his black mourning apparel doth in his keart ard aRions 
work ſuch poor ard weak effeRts of rejen ance ard ſorrow for her untimely dea h, as where 
divers others lament and grieve, ke contrariiviſe rezcyceth and triumpheth thereat, and by her de- 
ccale being nov bece me Lord and matter of all, he like a graceleſs vilhain, falls 2gain to his cld ca- 
rouſing, companions, and vein of drunkenneſs, wherein he takes ſuch ſingular delight and glory, as 
he makes it not only his paſtime and exerciſe by day, but his practice and recreation by yight, And as 
God hath infinite means and ways to ſcourge and revenge the enormity of our delights and crimes, 
lo we {hall thortly ſee for our infiruction, and obſerve for cur reformation, that this angedly ard 
beaſtly vice of crunkennels of his, which is bis moſt ſecret, boſom and darling fin, will in the end 
prevea ravenuus Vulture to devour, and a faral Serpent to eat cut the bowels, firlt of bis wealth and 
proſfeci'y, and hen of his life ; for it not orly takes up his time, but his Rudy ; inſomuch, as I may 
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truly aver to my grict, 25 athim to his ſhame, that he levelleth at nothing more, than to 
make it his telicity: which {wiailh excels and intemperancy, ( as a puniſhment in{eparably 
incident and intallibl'y hereditary to that iin)) doth within three moneths make him (cl! 
away all his lands, yca, and the greatelt part ot his plate and houſkold tuff $ fohis drnn- 
kennc fs tirit, but then chictly God's jultice and revenge purſuing his toul and'inhumane 
crime ot drowning his Mother, makes him of being lett rich by her, withina very ſhort 
time become very extream poor and miterable z fo as he runs deep! y into debts, yea, his 
dcbts are by this time beccme fo excecding!y urgent and clamorous, as contrary to his 
hopes and tearg, when he lcalt dreams thereot, he is impriſoned by his Mercer and Drapcr. 
tor the blacks ot his Muthers funeral, to both whom he 1s indebted the ſum of three hun- 
drcd crowns, which 1s tar more than cither his pure can diſcharge,or his credit and ettate 
now fatishe, Whep, abandoned ot all his friends, his means ſpcnt and contumed,and no- 
thing leit him to exerciſe [is patience in priſon, but deſpair 3 nor to comtort him, but the 
terrours of his bloody and guilty con(cience, he's clapt into a (tinking vault or dungeon, 
where (1a horror and detcltation of his bloody crime) the glorious lamp of Heaven, the 
Sun, dildains co {cnd his radiant and glittering beams to comfort him; fo as he who was 
betore accuttomed to tare deliciouſly,and, as 1t were, to {will and drown himſelf in the bit 
and molt curious wincs, now he mult content himfclt only with coarfe bread and water 
and yet his niilery is ſo extream, and that extremity ot his (o miſcrable, as he hath hardly 
enough to maintain and luttam life: But we ſhall fee that this tirlt affliction of his, will 
inſtantly be tolluwcd and overtaken by a (ccond. 

W hittunday being arrived, he petitioneth his Goaler (tor that day) to have the liberty 
ot the yard, and the treedom ot the air, which is granted him, when at night deſcending 
the itaizs, again to be pent up in his obtcure dungeon.,his toot Iips,and he receives a tearful 
fall, wherwith the bone of his right arm 15 broken in two pieces, and having no Chirurgeon 
to look toit, it putrihes and rots, ſo as tor the preſerving ot his lite, he within fifteen days 
1s entorced to have it cut off a little below the ſhoulder; and this was the very fame hand 
and arm which threw his Mother into the Well. A ſingular act of God's revenging juſtice, 
and jult revenge ſhewn herein. O that it may be deeply imprinted in our hearts, and cn- 
graven in our fouls, that the Reader bercot, ot what Sex or quality ſoever, may as it were 
tiand amazcd at the conſideration of Maurice his impious fin towards God, and of God's duc 
and true revenge and requital thereot in his juſt judgment and affliction towards him. 

But this is not enough tor Miurice to ſufter, nor tor God to inflict on him tor this his 
bloody and inhumane crime, in murchering his mother z nor to ſay the truth, it is but the 
prologue to the deplorable, yet deſerved puniſhment, whſth is immediately ready to ſur- 
prize and befall him, For to the end, that the truth may inform Gur curioſity, and our curi- 
olity us, of the Catalirophe of rhis Tragedy, we matt underitand, that ic was the pleaſure 
und providence of God, that the breaking and cutting away of Maurice his arm, proved 
the beeak-neck ot his paticuce,and the cuttingaway of his content and judgment. The De- 
vil cauſed him molt inhumanely to drown his mother, the which he might have retufed 
to perpctrate, but waitld not 3 and now God in expiation thereot fends him Rage for Rea- 
fon, D<ipair tur Comiort, and Madncts tor Sobricty, the which he would fly and eſchew, 
but carmot. He hath con:mitted this execrable crime beyond the rules and laws of Na- 
ture and thzretore God nath ordained, that he ſhould tecl many degrees of puniſhments, 
and this 15 not only the law, but the rule of Grace. Of all degrees ot aſflictions, madncts 
is the m0! ro be pitted; and the wortt tobe cured, fith it makes a man go far beyond rea- 
lon, and rherctors to come too far ſhort of himſeit ; it is held by ſome to be a ficknels of 
the Liver, ot others, an over-tuming of the blood, and of others a debility of the brain: 
But in this our cxccrable wretched Mawrice, it was the infectious malady of his ſoul, which 
God (ctr purpicly into his brains, to be revenged of his heart, for ſo inhumanely drown- 
wp kis Mother . tor although his Divine Majelty hath intinite more ways to puniſh mur- 
tcr,than man hath to commit ut 3 yet that he might make the deteCtion of this of wretch- 
ed blurice,as tirange as the complottiag and-finithing thereof was cruelly inhumane, and 

whumancly crucl, he purpotly (ends it him 3/ for although fince his impriſonmene, hun- 
pur had lo tiken down tus Giomack, and quelighis courage, as his tormer volubility of 
tpecch was now reduced to a kind of forrowfuF and penfive filence;z yet as foon as his 
brains and 1-14ics were policied and captivated. with this prodigious lunacy, and outragious 
phrentic.tion hts tits were fo vivlent, and that-vidlence (o implacable, as his ſpeeches were 
$5 mary tcar:u] outcrics and howliogs, and his words ſo many uncouth and unheard of 
ravings . {o tht wholocver heard or taw bim, he.might juſtly*conceive and afhrm, that 
behb.d tliundls his tongue, and lightning in his eyes: For his crime made this —— 
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convenient place ; Who remembering what Maurice had been, and now conhidering and 
ſecing what he is, thcy who heretotore would not be (o charitable to relieve his poverty, 
are yct now lo religiouſly compallionate, as they pity his madneſs z to they command him 
trom a dungeon to a chamber, trom his pallet ot ttraw to a teather-bed, trom his bread and 
watcr, to wholſome meats and broths, but all this wil} not ſuffice; and to thew them- 
iclvcs not onely good men, but good Chrittians, thcy toreliore him to his wits and ſcnles 
make yet a further progreſſion in charity. They cauſe him to be conterred with by many 
good Divines, who are not onely cloquent, but powertul to periwade him to pray often, 
and to practiſe other Chriltian dutics and offices; but His cries are fo outragious, and his 
ravings (o extravagant, as he is asuncapable to rellith their reaſons, as they are to under= 
ſtand bis rage : When the very unmediate tinger and providence of God, make th:m yet 
{o (cnlible of his unparallel'd miſery, as they are rctolved to remove him from his priſon 
to an hofpital,thereby to take the benctit of the air in the gardens, walks, and helds, hoping 
that they might prevail with him, to recall his wits, apd re-liabliſh his ſenſcsin their pro= 
per teats of underftanding, and ſtations of judgment : when here, (oh here) I conjure 
thee, Chrittian Reader, to ſtand amazed and wonder with me, at the lacred and ſecret ju- 
ſtice of the Lord, exprefied and demonſtrated in thjs accident ; For as his under Goaler 
(by the Magiſtrates command) takes him by the haud, with au intent to conduct him from 
the priſon to an hoſpital, his bloody crime (like ſo many Blood-hounds) purſuing his guil- 
ty conſcience and ſoul:his thoughts ſo enformed his knowledg, and his knowledg {o to 
confirm his belief, that the drowning of his mother is detected, and that they now draw 
him from his priſon to the place of Execution, to ſufter death for the ſame. Which ap- 
pre henfion and fear, God putting into his conceits and heart, in deſpight of his madueis, 
he wanting an Acculer, lo hert he himfelf both accuſeth and condemneth himfelt for the 
ſawe. For the very imageot that conceit redoubling his tear, as his tear did his phrenſie 
and madne(s, he in the midſt of thoſe fits, and the height ot that agony and anxiety, crics 
outwith a loud voice, I have drowned my motber in the Well, I bave drowned my mother in the 
Well, God will bave me $0 confeſs it, before be ſuffers you to bang me; I ſpeakit on truth, and by my 
part of Hern, what I nw confeſs s true. Which words no ſooner eſcaped his tongue, buc 
he inſtintly returds again to his out-cries of phrentic and madneſs. His Goalers and the 
rett are amazcd at theſe teartul ſpeeches, and bloody confellion of his z which notwith» 
{tanding that they attribute to madneſs, yet they lead him to the hoſpital, he ſtill raving 
and crying as he paſleth the ſtreets. But oh! Let us here farther admire with wonder, 
and wonder with admiration, at the providence and mercy of God here again miraculouſly 
made apparcnt and manitcitcd in this execrable wretch Maurice, for he who outragiouſly 
<ricd in priſon, and licentioully ravedin the ſtreet , is no (coner entered into the Hoſpical, 
bur the glcafure of God hath fo ordained it,as his madne(s full y falls trom hin,avd he abſo- 
lutely recovereth again his wits and len(es,in ſuch firm and letled manner, as if he had ne- 
ver tormerly been touched or aftlitcd therewith. 

His Gaolers make report to the Magiſtrates, firſt of his confeſſion of drowning his mo- 
ther, and then of his {udden and mixaculous recovering ot his perte& memory, judgment 
and fenſes, atioon as he (et foot within the Hoſpital : Whereupon they as much aſtoniſhed 
at the one, as wondcring at the other,do inſtantly repair thicher to him,and there arraign * 
and accuſe him, tor that inhumane and bloody fat of his, whercot his own evidence and 
conſcliion hath now made him guilty. But they take him for another, or at leaſt, he will 
not be the ſame man : he denics this horrible and bloody crime of his, with many oathsand 
aileverations, which they maintain and affirm he hath conteſled, ſays,that they cither heard 
2 dream,or {aw 1 vihion, whereot he neither dreamt nor thought of, and that he was ready 

to loſe all the blood of his body, to find out, and to be revenged of the murtherers of 
his mother. 
But 


i 


Hiſt. XV.  C brifliua, and ber inhumane fon Maurice, 2» 1 


But the Magiſtrates are deaf to his apology,and in conſidering the violence of his mad- 
nels by its pr errno as aMo his free and uninforced contellion of drowuing 
his mother, they conceive that God's providence and juſtice doth rongly operate in the 
deteQion of this toul and inhamane murther 3 and therefore contemning his requeſts aud 
oaths(in the vindication of his innocency) they cauſe him to be retetched from the Ho- 
ſpiral to the Priſon, and there adjudge him to the Rack, when although his hcart and foul 
be terrified and atfrighted with his appreheuhon and accuſation, yet the Devil is © ſtrong 
with him; as h&cannot fnd in his heart toxclent, much leſs to repent this foul and inhus 
mane crime of his ; but conſidering that he atcd it ſofecretly, as all the world could not 
produce a witneſs againſt hunſelf, except himſelf, he vows to be ſo impious and prophane 
m his fortitude and courage, as to dildain theſe his torments, and to look on them and his 
Tormentor, with an eye rather of contempt than fear ; But God will be as propitious and 
indulgent to him, as he is rebellious and refractory to God z for here we ſhall ſee both his 
conſcience and reſolutions taught another rule, and preſcribed a contrary Law yea, here 
we ſhall behold and oblerve in him,that now Righteouſneſs ſhall triumph over Sin, Grace 
over Nature, his Soul over his Body, Heaven over Hell, and, God over Satan : for at the 
very firit fight of the Rack, the ſight and remembrance of his bloody crime makes him 
ſhake and tremble extreamly, when his ſoul being illuminated by the reſplendent Sun- 
beams of God's mercy,and the foggy miſts of Hzll and Satan expeNed and baniſhed thence, 
he falls to the ground on his knees, firſt beats his breaſt, and then erecting his cyes and 

.hands towards Heaven, he (with a whole deluge of tears) again confeſſeth, that he had 
drowned his Mother in the Well, from and for the which he humbly craveth remiſſion, 
both trom Earth and Heaven. 

And although there be no doubt, but God will forgive his ſoul for this his foul murther, 
yet the Magiſtrates of Morges, who have gravity in their looks, religion in their hearts and 
ſpeeches, and juſtice in their actions, will not pardon his body 3 fo in deteſtation of this his 
feartul crime, and inhumane paricide,they in the morning condemn him, that very atter- 
noon to be hanged. At the pronouncing ot which ſentence, as he hath reaſon to approve 
the equity of their juſtice in condemning him to die, ſo he cannot abſtain from grieving at 
the {tricnels of the time which they allot him for his preparation to death. But as ſoon as we 
forſake the Devil, we make onr peace with God, 

All Morggs and Loſauns rings of this mournful and tragical news, and in detcſtation of 
this mourntul, inhumane, and bloody crime of our execrable Mawrice, they flock from all 
parts and ſireets to the place of execution, to ſee him expiate it by his death,and fo to take 
his laſi farewel of this lite. 

The Divines, who arc given him for fortifying and affiſting his ſoul in this her flight and 
tranſmigration frum Eartttrto Heaven, have religiouſly prevailed with him.ſo as they rake 
him ſee the foulne(s of his crime, in the ſharpnc(s of his contrition and repentance for 
theſames yea, he is become. ſo humble,and withal fo ſorrawtal,for this bloody and dege- 
nerate offence, as I know not whether he think thereof with more grief, or rem:mber it 
with detcſtation and repentance.. At his aſcending the ladder, moſt of his SpcRators can- 
not refrain from weeping zand the very fight of their tears proves the argument ot his, as 
his remembrance of murthering his mother, was the cauſe, 

He tells them he grieves at his very foul, for the foulne(s of his fact, in giving his Mother 
her death, of whom he had received his lite. He affirms, that drunkennefs was not onely 
the root, but the cauſe of this his beggery and miſery, of his crime and puniſhment, ang of 
his deboſhed life, and deſerved death, from which with a world of ſighs and tears he ſceks 
and endeavours to divert all thoſe who afte@ and practiſe that beaſtly vice, He declares, 
that his mother was too vertuous fo ſoon to go out of the world, and himſelf too vicious 
(and withal too cruel ) any longer to live in it ; that the fins of his life had deſerved this 
his ſhameful deathz and although he could not prevent the laſt, yet that he heartily and 
ſorrowfully repented the firſt, He prayed God to be merciful to his ſoul,and then beloughe 
the world to pray unto God for that mercy 3 when ſpeaking a few words to himſelf, and 
ſcalingthem with many tears and far-fetched fighs,he laſily bids the world farewcl ; then 
inviting the Exccutioner to do his office, he is turned over. 

And ſuch ws the vicious life, and deſerved death of this execrable ſon, and bloody vil» 
lain Mawrice : wherein I wuſt confeſs, that although his end were ſhametul and ſharp 3 yet , 
it was by far too too mild for the foulnefs of bis crime, in {o cruelly murthering his dear 
mother Chriftizs, whom the Laws both of Nature and Grace commanded þim to preſerve 
and cheriſh. Yea, let all ſons and daughters, of all ages and ranks whatſoever, look on this 
bloody and diſaſterous example of his with fear, and fear to commit the like by the ne 
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of his puniſhment, Itis a Hiſtory, worthy both ot Qur meditation and deteſiation, whe- 
ther we caſt our cyes on his drunkenneſs, or fix our thoughts and hcavts on his murther. 
Thoſe who love and fear God are happy in their lives, and fortunate in their deaths ; +but 
thoſe who will neither fear nor love him, very ſeldom! prove fortunate in the ofie, never 
happy in the other; and to the reſt of our fins, it we once conſent and give way to add 
that (ſcarlet, and crying one of murther ; thag blood which we untime]y tend toearth,will 
in God's due time draw down vengeance on our heads trom Heaven z Charity is the mark 
of a Chriſtianzand the ſhedding of innocent blood,cither that of an Intidchan Atheilt;os a 
Devil. O therefore let us aftet and firive to hate it in others, and fo we ſhall the better 
know how to detcſi and abhor it in our ſelves : which that we may all «now to our com+ 


forts, and remember to our conſolations, dire us, O Lord our God, and fo we (hall be 
dirc&cd. 


